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NAtiCŴ .L 
REGISTER 

Town 

5'5' 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

Address 
163-165 River Street 
153-155 River Street 

H i s t o r i c Name Boston Manufacturing 

Company Housing 

Use P r e s e n t Double residence 

O r i g i n a l Double residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c. 1870 

Source 

S t y l e 

deed research 

Mansard 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 

E x t e r i o r Wall Fabric brick  

Outbuildings garage s-NC 

Major A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates) slate 

shingle.q remnverl frnm #153-155—cl970s? 

C o n d i t i o n good 

UTM REFERENCE /qh/7/^30 IQ/o^.^ O/nf) 

USGS QUADRANGLE hlEWITf^kl 

SCALE l-T^^fOOO 

ITT Date rr/c Moved 

Acreage Z3^(^^<^ s q . f t . 0-'?^ I ' n - l l ' A  

S e t t i n g Situated on ample, hedge 

-bordered l o t s i n area of p r imar i ly 

wood-frame, la te 19th c. worker's 

houses, a l l a l tered 

Recorded by 

O r g a n i z a t i o n 

Edv;ard W. Gordon 

Waltham K i s t . Comm. 

Date June. 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

{ ( p ' S ^ f ^ ^ 153 and 155 River Street are two s i g n i f i c a n t examples of the Boston 
Manufacturing Company's most substantial worker housing. They are the only 
examples of B.M.C. masonry housing. In general, these houses represent an 
unusually s t y l i s h ( f o r l a t e 19th eastern Massachusetts worker's housing) foray 
into the Mansard s t y l e . This pair of houses possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, setting, materials,.workmanship, feeling and associations. They meet 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
evaluate i n terms of other b u i l d i n g s within the community. 

These double workers houses are unique among V/altham '.vorkers housing by 
virt u e of t h e i r r e l a t i v e l y substantial size, brick materials and s t y l i s h Mansard 
roofs. These houses stand i n marked contrast to the 4 heavily altered , early 
1870's, wood-framed B.M.C. worker's houses located d i r e c t l y behind these 
properties. Essentially T-shaped i n plan, the houses' main 4-bay x 2-bay main 
blocks are crowned by strai g h t sided Mansard roofs. #163-165 retains i t s 
o r i g i n a l slates. Symmetrical four bay facades display narrow, paired entries 
with transoms, and windows with 2/2 sash; a l l are headed by s t i l t e d segmental 
raised brick arches. Narrow brickwork s t r i n g courses appear beneath one and 
two and jus t above the t h i r d f l o o r windows. The Mansard windows feature 4 
dormers on the main and rear facade, and 2 dormers per side w a l l . These dormers 
are topped by projecting arched l i n t e l s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community. 

#153-155, 163-165 River Street were build ca.l870. Judging by th e i r size, 
style and masonry m.aterials, these double-houses were b u i l t for upper echelon 
Boston Manufacturing Company employees. In general, B.M.C. housing i s 
moderately-scaled and constructed of wood. The land 'of these properties was 
part of a large parcel sold to BMC by Isaac Parker, May 9, 1873 (see Middlesex 
Deeds 1259:408). The construction of these double houses and the c.1870's wood 
frame workers cottages to the rear mirror on a domestic scale the expansion of 
the BMC factory between Moody and Elm Streets during the 1870's and 1880's. 

Founded i n 1813, the B.M.C."integrated and mechanized production from raw 
material to finished product under a single management, and within a single 
factory. This t e x t i l e m i l l ' s 19th century prosperity was the primary force 
behind the development of the area between the east side of the Waltham's common 
and the Watertown l i n e . By 1901, the Boston Manufacturing Company had sold 
these houses (part of a much larger, m u l t i - l o t package) to Boston real estate 
magnate Saimen Sirk. Sirk, i n turn, sold these properties to the VJaltham 
Bleachery i n December, 1906. 

-BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Maps/Atlases: 1854, 1874, 1881, 1886, 1900, 1911 
McQuiston, James W., "The VJaltham Bleachery and Dye VJorks", date unknown, 
Waltham Public Library archives 8/85 
Middlesex County deeds- 2889:421, 3271:363 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Boston Manufacturing Company Housing 
NAME: /ri-z-ii^ /C,/o~4cs:^-

MULTIPLE Waltham MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/21/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/05/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/21/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/05/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001535 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

tx-jCcCEPT RETURN REJECT ^ J ' T ^ A ^ DATE ^ ^ l i o ^ - ^ Regis*®* 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVI EWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
'descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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Boston Manufacturing Co. Housing #55 
153-55, 163-65 River Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 

/N 
l o t #71-1-17, 70-11-6 
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