


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Linden Street Bridge possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of only three remaining 
riveted l a t t i c e thru truss bridges, b u i l t on the model of the Central Mass. Railroad's 
landmark 9-span l a t t i c e truss bridge over the Connecticut River, remaining i n the state. 
I t also r e f l e c t s the increase i n t r a f f i c on t h i s l i n e that occured i n 1887-1900 after i t s 
acquisition by the Boston & Maine Railroad. I t was evaluated i n the top catagory by a 

" recent MBTA bridge survey, and meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register. 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other 
structures within the community. 

The Linden Street Bridge measures 98'3" i n length and 17' i n width; i t has an inside truss 
height of 21'11^". The riveted l a t t i c e truss design was an early f a v o r i t e of the New York 
Central Railroad, but i n Massachusetts i t appears to have been used c h i e f l y by the Central 
Mass. Railroad. Several of t h i s type were b u i l t , but only three remain extant. The fab­
r i c a t o r of the bridge was the Pennsylvania Steel Company of Steelton, PA. The granite 
bridge abutments were constructed i n 1881 for the f i r s t railroad bridge on the s i t e , pro­
bably a double-intersection Warren truss. The Linden Street bridge i s p a r t i c u l a r l y notable 

, for i t s 63° skew to accomodate the angle of the r a i l l i n e over Linden Street. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of structure and how the structure relates 
to the development of the community. 

' . .<f ' .. 

Chartered i n May 1869, the Massachusetts Central Railroad Company was the last-.of the major 
east-west routes to extend across the state, competing for the t r a f f i c of both the Boston & 
Albany to the south and the Fitchburg to the north. I t s road was opened from Cambridge to 
Hudson, 23.5 miles, on October 1, 1881. The road declared bankruptcy i n 1883, and the l i n e 
did not reach i t s intended destination of Northampton u n t i l December of 1887. In the mean­
time, the company had been reorganized as the Central Massachusetts Railroad i n 1883, and 
leased to the Boston & Lowell Railroad three years l a t e r . In A p r i l 1887, the Boston & 
Lowell i n turn was leased to the Boston & Maine Railroad. 

, After i t s acquisition by the B&M, the Central Mass. became the B&M's p r i n c i p a l route to 
the west, seeing a great increase i n t r a f f i c between 1887 and 1900, and under these c i r ­
cumstances the l i n e was upgraded, with new bridges constructed at Linden Street and over 
the Fitchburg tracks. Both followed the designs of the railroad's landmark 9-span l a t t i c e 
truss over the Connecticut River at Northampton (1887 and s t i l l extant). 

When the B&M acquired the Fitchburg i n 1900, the l a t t e r l i n e took over most of the line's 
through t r a f f i c . T r a f f i c slowly declined on the single-track route. Budd r a i l c a r s were 
introduced for passenger service i n the l a t e 1950s. In 1965, passenger service on the 
Central Mass. was cut back from Hudson to South Sudbury, with service being subsidized by 

« the MBTA. A l l passenger service ceased on the l i n e i n 1975, and f r e i g h t t r a f f i c followed 
not long a f t e r . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
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S t o t t , Peter. MBTA Hi s t o r i c a l Property Survey, Phase I I . Linden Street Bridge. 1987. 
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Historic StrdctEie Inventory Fom 
MBTA Historical Property Survey, Phase U 

MBTA Contract No. X2PS26 

LOCATION 
Railroad route Central Mass 

Locat ion Linden Street 

USGS quad LEXINGTON 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Structure type lattice thru truss 

Overall lengtit 98-3 Width 17-0 

T r a c k s 1 Sl<ew 63 M a t e r i a l s steel 

Milepost # 9.25 Vai plan # 5 

Town/City Waltham 

m m Ref. 19.317160.4694150 

Spans 1 

Bridge typo logy code 1 [ T l 2 [ T | 3 (¥1 4 [ i ? 

Span lengths 98-2 B .D. /O.D. OD 

Cond i t i on out of service # Stor ies 

Date 1894 Date(s) rebuilt 

Common Name (if any) Linden Street Bridge (Bridge 113) 

Builder 

Designer 

Pennsylvania Steel Co. 

A) 

CULTURAL RESOURCE EVALUATIONS 
National Register status < ' 

Local landmarit designation 

HAER Doc. # MA-46 Type and date of HAER documentation 2 photos (1982) 

MDPW # W-4-9 MHC f ind ing Date of f ind ing 

National Register recommendation 

Potentially eligible: category i. -

GRAPHICS 

' -/-it • ' ' • ' 

US.G.S. MAP PHOTOGRAPH 
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McGinley Hart & .Associates 
Architects & Planners 
A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates 
DMC Engineering 
Jane Carolan 

Historic Stracture Inventory Form 
MBTA Historical Property Survey, Phase n 

MBTA Contract No. X2PS26 

Historic railroad name Massachusetts Central Railroad 

HISTORY & DESCRIPTION 

Chartered in May 1869, the Massachusetts Central Railroad Company was the last of the major east -west routes to 
extend across the state, competing for the traffic of both the Boston & Albany to the south and the Fitchburg to the 
north. Its road was opened from Cambridge to Hudson, 23.5 miles, 10/1/1881. The road declared bankruptcy in 1883, 
and the line did not reach its intended destination of Northampton until December of 1887. in the meantime, the 
company had been reorganized as the Central Massachusetts Railroad in 1883, and leased to the Boston & Lowell 
Railroad three years later, in April 1887, the Boston & Lowell in tum was leased to the Boston & Maine Railroad. 

After its acquisition by the B&M, the Central Mass. became the B&M's principal route to the west, seeing a great increase 
in traffic between 1887 and 1900., and under these conditions the line was upgraded, with new bridges constructed at 
Linden Street and over the Fitchburg tracl<s (see Central Mass 12.34). Both followed the designs of the railroad's 
landmark 9-span lattice truss over the Connecticut River at Northampton |still^standinc|). 

When the B&M acquired the Fitchburg in 1900, the latter line took over most the line's through traffic. Traffic slowly 
declined on the single-track route. Budd railcars were introduced for passenger service in the late 1950s. In 1965, 
passenger service on the Central Mass. was cut back from Hudson to South Sudbury, with service being subsidized by 
tiie MBTA. All passenger service ceased on the line in 1975, and freight traffic followed not long after. 

The Linden Street and Fitchburg crossing bridges are nearly identical in length, the latter bridge being only 3 inches 
shorter than Linden Street's 98 feet 3 inches. Both are 17 feet in width and have an inside truss height of 21 feet 11-1/2 
inches. Linden Street, however, is particularty notable for its 63-degree skew. The riveted lattice truss design was an 
early favorite of the New York Central, but in Massachusetts it appears to have been used chiefly by the Central Mass, 
which in addition to the three mentioned, built several others which are no longer standing. The fabricator of the bridge 
was the Pennsylvania Steel Company, of Steelton, PA. 

The granite bridge abutments were constnjcted in 1881 for the first railroad bridge on the site, probably a 
double-intersection Warren truss, like the first bridge over the Fitchburg. 

Sources 

Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society, The Central Mass. (1975) / 
Interstate Commerce Commission. Valuation Fieldnotes: 5 Account e.C-Boston and Maine Railroad Historical Society 
Archives. University of Lowell. 
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