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WALTHAM, MA  MRA

Town Waltham

Name of Area (if any) waltham Gas Light Co.

Present Use  indystrial

industrial/utility

General Date or Period 1853-early 1900s

General Condition good

Acreage 132,437 sa.fr. 3040 Acres

Recorded by Fd Gordon

Organization Waltham Historical Comm.

Date  July 1986

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

-

The Waltham Gas Light Co. possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
ucrk:ars;_m, feeling and associations. It is significant as the oldest utilitarian/
industrial complex on the South Side. Incorporated in 1853, the Waltham Gas Light Co.
has kept pace with the ueve7opnent of the city and its industries, and its executives
and directors included some of Waltham's most prominent 19th century citizens. The

complex itself is an interesting example of a small-scale, industrizal plant that has
evolved from the mid-1%th to the early 20th century. It meets criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the community.

The Waltham Gas Light Co. is a rambling structure displaying brick, wood-frame and metal
components that range in height F*"om one to two stories. The oldest part of the structure
is the northernmost of the pair of brick gable roof buildings with oculi that are visible
on the north or river-side. This 411ding appears to date to the company's founding ina
1854 ts mate to the south also appears to date to the 1850s. Both are characterized

by walls with large rectangular recessed brickwork panels, and gabln oculiny Particalarily
noteworthy is the long south elevation which dates from c1854-1874, It is characterized
bv rugged brickwork with corbeling, pilasters and stilted segmenLal window openings. Many
windows still retain original 12/12 wood sash. The easternmost portion of the structure,

clesest to the railroad tracks, consists of metal sheds and is non-contributing. The main
structure is surrounded by several small, one-story metal and concrete block sheds that
are also non-contributing.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

The Waltham Gas Light Co. was incorporated in 1853 for "the purpose of supplying gas for

illumination, fuel and power." Its surviving complex includes the oldest industrial/

utilitarian buildings still extant on Waltham's South Side. Organized in January of 1854,
'

the following Waltham citizens were chosen as the' new company's directors: Horatio Adams

(president of the Boston Watch Co. during the 1850s), R.P. Davis (credited with the con-
struction of this company's buildings). F.R. Scott, R.S. Warren (prominent local doctor),
and Horatio Moore. Thomas Page was chosen to serve as clerk and treasurer. Horatio Adams
was elected President. The authorized capital was $150.00. Gas was first supplied to
customers in October of 1854, the price set at $4.00 per 1000 cubic feet. In 1855, the
production was 3,000,000 cubic feet.

The Waltham Gas Light Co. evidently did not buy its land until April 10, 1855 (deed 707:
473). At that time, the company paid the Newton Chemical Co. $856.00 for "all that piece
or parcel of land with the buildings thereon, situated on the South Side of Waltham and
bordering the Charles River beginning at a corner on the line of the Watertown Branch R.R.
near a steam mill owned by said grantors containing 1,375 sq.ft. more or less." This deed
also mentions that the Newton Chemical Co. reserved the right to lay a water pipe from the
Charles River to its steam mill through the Waltham Gas Light Co.'s property.

(cont)
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)

In 1886, an electric light plant was added--on December 24th of that year the
electric light was first used for "street and store illumination in the city." By 1887
four large circular gasometers with a capacity of 200,000 cubic feet were located on
this property.

In the decades following Waltham's incorporation as a city in 1884, the demand
for electricity in the new municipality was constantly increasing--in 1890 for example,
a contract was made to supply power to the Newton St. railroad. 1In 1891, it was noted
in the Waltham Daily Tribune Souvenir that '"the works are situated on Pine St. and cover
an area of two acres. They are fully equipped with all the latest improved appliances.
apparatus and machinery for the carrying on of a large and successful business. The
electric plant is located in a handsome 2-story brick building, 40x117 feet and has
now in operation 145 arc and a capacity for 2000 incandescent lights." 1In 1887 thi
company's officers included: Lowell Clark, President, George A. Stearms, Georga A.
treasurer and general manager, John D. Farnum, Arthur T. Lyman, A.M. Goodale, George :
Stearns of Lowell Clark, Wm. Roberts and Augustus Flagg, directors. During the late
19th century, this company had its officer at No.l Welch's Block (no longer extant).
This company was also a dealer in gas stoves.

In 1909, this firm ceased operations. Its gas business was transferred to the
Newton and Watertown Gas Co. while the electric business went to Boston Edison.

The gas plant was eventually leased and then sold to the Waltham Bag and Paper Co.,
recently formed by Theodore E. Jewell. Now a subsidiary of Longview Fibre, the plant

continues to manufacture paper bags today (1984).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION & DESCRIPTION

ihis nomination is confined to the Waltham Gas Light Company Complex and the lot on which
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WALTHAM, MA  MRA DISTRICT DATA SHEET WALTHAM GAS LIGHT CO. HISTORIC DISTRICT
Street Address Assessor's # Square Ft. Historic Name/Inventory # Date Style Status

2 Cooper Street 60-28-21 132,437 Waltham Gas Light Co./#52 1853 Utilitarian C
metal sheds 7NC
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CLASSIFICATION

count resource type
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historic current
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STONEY BATTER

PLAYGROUND

At
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to

1970 Atlas, City of Waltham Waltham, Massachusetts MRA
Compiled by the Waltam 2 Cooper Street
Engineering Division Waltham Gas Light Co.

Scale: 1 inch = (4o FE 3832 mic 5R
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301




