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ATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

Lawton Place Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting, work-
manship, :e:L:qg and azssociations. Its significance is thres-fold. First and forsmost,

this street's south side is 1i ned with the oldest boarding houses associated with a full
process textile mill in the United States. These houses were built for Boston Manufacturing

Company workers cl1815- 181/. Secondly, the 12—unit row house on the north side, dating from
1889, represents the last maniFestation of the type of row housing which first appeared in
Waltham in 1816 with the "Long Block". Thirdly, Lawton Place itself was part of the final
phase of the residentiel deveLopﬂent of Waltham Center (and of 3MC housz:g), set out over
the George Lawton estate in 1889. The district meets criteria A and C of the National
Register of Historic Places) as well as exeeption B f©r moved Hoovses,

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of

other areas within the community.
Lawton Place is a short road laid out just north of and parallel to River Street in 18889,
Three double houses, moved from Waltham Common at that time, stand on its south side. A
12-unit rowhouse occupies the entire northern side. The double houses, dating from cl817,
are the oldest full-process textile worker boarding houses in the country. They are boxy
2% story structures rising from brick foundations to asphalt rocfs with interior stove
chimneys. Two one-story rear ells extend from each. All display symmetrical six-bay
facades with paired center entries surmounted by hoods with curvilinear brackets that
probably date from the time of their move. Windows retain 6/6 wooden sash. Alterations
include application of vinyl siding to #9-11; application of asbestos siding and installa-
tion of bow windows flanking the entries at #3-7; and the application of vinyl siding and
replacement of the entry brackets with steel lally columns at #1-3. The rowhouse also
rises 2% stories from a brick foundation to a gable roof with stove chimneys. Its facade
is organized into six double bays with paired entries beneath bracketed hoods.- Windows at
the first story contain 2/2 wood sash, while those at the second contain 6/6.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

Lawton Place is architecturally and historically significant as a collection of early and
late i9th century Boston Manufacturing Company housing. Lawton Place was set out in 1889
to accomodate worker housing moved from the north side of the BMC complex. Although not
on their original site and presently covered with vinyl siding, #1-11 Lawton Place repre-
sent the oldest workers' lodging houses associated with the BMC which was the first pro-
cess textile mill in the United States. Founded in 1813, the BMC's Waltham system of
manufacturing led to the first major phase of the industrial revolution in New England.

The trio of double-houses on the south side of Lawton Place were originally located just

to the north of the BMC complex with their rear ells facing the Boston & Fitchburg Railroad
tracks (on the southern edge of Waltham Common). They were constructed c1817-18, and
served as the prototype for the first boarding houses of the Merrimack Manufacturing Co.

at Lowell. The major difference between the two is that the Waltham houses possess two
rear ells, while the Lowell houses adopted a single centered ell. John Coolidge provides

a very detailed description of the Lowell houses interior format and features (Mill and
Mansion; pp. 186-187). For exmaple, the two rooms in the ell of the Merrimac houses were
used as a kitchen and dining room. Both the Lowell and Waltham boarding houses could ac-
comodate as many as 20 persons with 9-10 people per unit.

All three of these unique houses were moved to Lawton Place in 1889. At the same time the
long rowhouse was constructed on the north side. This structure was the last in a line
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Historical Significance (cont)

of similiar structures constructed by the BMC. 1Ironically, the first one dating from
1816 and known as the "Long Block" was also located on the southern edge of the Waltham

Common and was demolished when the double houses were moved to the south sid= of Lawton
Place.

Lawton Place apparently follows the line of a garden path on the estate of George Lawton.
He was an executive with the BMC and an extensive landowner. His estate at River and
Jackson Streets eventually encompassed four buildings, including a barn. Lawton Place
remained a dirt-covered cul-de-sac until the early 1960s.

Verbal Boundary Justification & Description
Tho nomination is confined to the four workers' residences which front on Lawton Place.
The surrounding residential neighborhood which includes a mix of modern houses and altered

19th and early 20th century workers' housing is excluded. The boundaries recognize the
rarity of the early double houses and the long block form.

RESOURCE COUNT: buildings: 4 C

Staple to Inventory form at bottom




WALTIIAM, MA  MRA DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Historic Name/Inventory #

Street Address Assessor's Square Fect
-3 Lawton Pl. 61-17-19 6,075

5-7 LawlLon Pl. 61-17-20 5,975

9-11 Lawton P1, 61-17-21 4,756

2--24 Lawton Pl 61-17-18 26,040

TOTAL boikings 4 ¢ 42,846 sq.fL.
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count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION
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