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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL OOMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of f^oto. 
Staple to left side of form. 

AUG 0 4 1989 AREA FORM NO. 

Prgsjjct 176 

Town Somerviiie MRA 

Address 37 Walnut Street 

Historic Name Robert Munroe House 

Use: Presait residence Cmulti unit") 

Sketch Map: Draw map shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
betweai inventoried property and nearest 
intersecticxi (s). 
Indicate north 

See Attached Assessor's Map 

Original residence Csinglel 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1849 

SCHorce Map and stylistic analysis 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect none 

Exterior Wall Fabric aluminum siding 

Outbuildings garage (ZOth c^jjC)- recessed 

into h i l l with doors at street l e v e l 

Major Alterations (with dates) ca. 1980s: 
aluminum siding; raised shed dormer; 
metal window awnings. 

Oonditicxi f a i r / good 

Z E N  

OTM REFEREMCE 19 - 327/kkO - k69k/l70 

USGS QOADRANGLE Boston Nor th 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage Less than one acre. 

Setting The house si ts on an embankment  

high above Walnut Street in a densely 

bu i l t urban area. Prospect H i l l r e t a i n s 

i t s l a t e - 1 9 t h cen tury d w e l l i n g s . 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Massachusetts Historical Comm. 

I>ate Mav 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Robert Munroe House reta'ins integr i ty of location, design, workmanship, 
feel ing, and association. A modestly pretentious Greek Revival-style house 
noted for i ts f inA Ionic-columned portico, the house f u l f i l l s Criterion C of 
the National Register of Historic Places on the local level . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIG»IFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. " 

The Munroe House is a 2 1/2-story sidehall Greek Revival house of modest 
pretensions. Notable features include the entrace offset to the l e f t and 
flanked by sidelights and a transom l i gh t , the wrap-around Ionic portico wide 
corner pilasters and ful l - length f i r s t story windows. The house is bu i l t in 
to an embankment. A garage was bu i l t into the lower hi l ls ide and terrace 
added above sometime in the 20th century. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the craimunity. 

Robert Munroe, a Boston grain dealer, was an early resident of Prospect H i l l . 
Durign the 1840s, he and Robert Aldersley Vinal, also a grain dealer, bu i l t 
modest Greek Revival homes on the southern slope of Prospect Hi l l of f Walnut 
Street. Nearby Munroe Street is named for him. Along with Boston Street, 
Munroe Street forms a c i rc le around Prospect H i l l ; these streets were la id out 
in 1842. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1842 Plat of Prospect Hill (Middlesex Co. Plan Office. Cambridge) 1872 

Somerviiie Atlas. 
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Somftrvil lp, MPS 
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Nomination/Type of Review 

51. Langmaid Building 

52. Langmaid Terrace ^ 

Date/Signature 

Sntered i n the A^eepex,yyA^<'-^---^-fA^<^^^ 9 A / A A 
Mational fleglater } - - ^ 

Attest 

53. Lockhardt, Charles H.^,.^ou|g ^ the , - - ^ -

54. Loring, George, House Entered in the peeper (A7AAi-<^i^*-/^S^^^<...<^ ) 

Hatlonal Begister 
Attest 

Attest 

56. Munroe, Robert, House 
SatloflaJL Begistor 

Attest 

57. Mystic Water Works 
iatloiial Beglater 

Attest 

58. Nichols, John F., House 

59. Niles, Louville V., House ^ ..̂  
£Btered In tne 

Keeper (_ 

fictional Begister Attest 

Hatlonal tJe^li^ter 

Attest_ 

•̂ l̂f̂ eper_ 

60. Niles, L o u v i l l e , House 

Eati-rxai Bs :i:it3r Attest 

yAiA/ 

55. Lovejoy, A.L., House f^^trJSi'jeglater ^eper . ^ ^ - ^ W ^ ^ %^ 

Entered In the <(^epex , A l A . ^ - - ^ ' y ^ y ^ A/AA 
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--National Reglatsr Attest 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Munroe, Robert, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001294 

NOMINATOR: STATE -f\. j . . 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: ''^-^ / ^ ' iS-- ^ 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N / / 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT T / / ^ ^ DATE ^^^^^ 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 
Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


