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SCALE

Philemon Russell House

Historic Name

Use: Present residence
Original farmhouse
DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1850

Source map rasearch
Style Greek Revival
Architect none

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition good

Moved poss1b111ty Bhta
Acreage on original site

unknown

lass than one acre

Setting The house is located in an
urban residential neichborhood close

to the Somerville/Cambridce border.

Recorded by Betsy Friedbera, Preservation
A Planner
Organization Mass. Historical Commission

Date May 1936




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Philemon Russell House retains integrity of location, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association. One of the best-preserved Greek
Revival-style residences in Somerville, and formerly a farmhouse, the house
fulfills Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local
Tevel.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

This appears to be one of the earliest homes between North Street (now
Massachusetts Avenue) and Davis Square.

The Russell House is significant as one of the only well-preserved examples of
a three-bay, 2 1/2-story Greek Revival sidehall farmhouse in Somerville. The
Russell House is sited with its enclosed gable end to the street. Notable
features include the 6/6 divided moveable sash throughout, the entrance offset
to the right and framed by transom and sidelights, and the full-width
one-story Doric porch. Wide corner pilasters support two wide, overlapped
boards representing the frieze and architrave of a Classical entablature. The
structure has a slate roof, and a two-story rear ell.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The Russells owned this land in 1838, in pre-Revolutionary times. This area
was known as "Watson's Plain". Philemon Russell was a farmer and nurseryman
who subdivided his 50 acres of land in 1845. The subdivision included
Orchard, Russell, and Cottage Place, and straddled North Cambridge and
Somerville.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Draper, Martin. Map of Somerville, 1852
Hopkins, G. M. Atlas of the City of Somerville, 1874

Cambridge Historical Commission. Northwest Cambridge: Survey of
" Architectural History in Cambridge, 1977, p. 40.
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architectural classification
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
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