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Town 

AREA FORM NO. 

Davis 
Square 

152 

Area 

Somerviiie MRA 

Address 25 Russell Street 

Historic Name Philemon Russell House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of piioto. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Use: Preset residence 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between invaitoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Original farnhouse 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1850 

Source 

Style 

map research 

Greek Revival 

Architect none 

Exterior WSall Fabric cl apboaro 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See Attached Assessor's Map 

Oondition good 

J possibility 
realignment ^̂ ê ̂ KKnowQ 

original site ,  Acreage j less than one acre 

Setting The house is located in an 
urban residential neichborhood close  
to the Somerville/Canbridee border. 

OTM REFERENCE 

OSGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 

Z E N 

19 - 325/2^0 - k695/3kO 

Boston North 

1:25,000 

Recorded by 3etsy Friedbero, Preservation 
Planner 

Organizaticn Mass. His tor ica l Corinission 

Date f'la.y 1936 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Philemon Russell House retains integr i ty of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. One of the best-preserved Greek 
Revival-style residences in Somerviiie, and formerly a farmhouse, the house 
f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local 
leve l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomnunity. 

This appears to be one of the earliest homes between North Street (now 
Massachusetts Avenue) and Davis Square. 

The Russell House is signif icant as one of the only well-preserved examples of 
a three-bay, 2 1/2-story Greek Revival sidehall farmhouse in Somerviiie. The 
Russell House is sited with i ts enclosed gable end to the street. Notable 
features include the 6/6 divided moveable sash throughout, the entrance offset 
to the r ight and framed by transom and sidel ights, and the fu l l -width 
one-story Doric porch. Wide corner pilasters support two wide, overlapped 
boards representing the fr ieze and architrave of a Classical entablature. The 
structure has a slate roof, and a two-story rear e l l . 

HISTCRICAL SIOJIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the developrooit of the camnunity. 

The Russells owned this land in 1838, in pre-Revolutionary times. This area 
was known as "Watson's Plain". Philemon Russell was a farmer and nurseryman 
who subdivided his 50 acres of land in 1845. The subdivision included 
Orchard, Russell, and Cottage Place, and straddled North Cambridge and 
Somerviiie. 

BIBLIOGRAKIY and/or REFERENCES 

Draper, Martin. Map of Somerviiie, 1852 
Hopkins, G. M. Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1874 
Cambridge Historical Coirmission. Northwest Cambridge: Survey of 
Architectural History in Cambridge. 1̂ 77, p. 40. 
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NAME: 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Nunnber: 64500253 


