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Historic Name Langmaid Building 
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Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
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Indicate north 

use: Presait apartment hoiise 

Original apartment house 

DESOIIPTIGN 

Date ca. 1875-1883 

Source l̂ap researcn 

Style Second Enpire 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric hrirk/<;tnnp tn'iT! 

Outbuildings nnn^ 

Major Alterations (with dates) "one 

See At tached Map 

um REFERENCE 

Z E N 
19 - 327/k6o - k69k/k70 

USGS QDADRANGUE 

SCALE 

Boston Nor th 
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condition 90od 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting The property faces onto a major 
thoroughrare in a densely bu i l t 
urban area. The p rope r ty faces 
the i n s t i t u t i o n a l d i s t l l ' i c t Of 
S o m e r v i i i e , Cen t ra l H i l l where 
xne 111 Drary, n i g h School and 
C i t y H a l l are l o c a t e d . 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg, Preservation 
VIanner 

CcganizationMass. Historical Connission 

Date May 1985 



NATICftJAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicedale) 

The Langmaid Building, 48-52 Highland Avenue, is a wel l -bu i l t example of 
apartment rowhouses, bu i l t in the late-19th century, at the height of 
Somerville's period of greatest growth and development. The property retains 
integr i ty of location, design, materials, workmanship, feel ing, and 
association, and f u l f i l l s Cri ter ia A and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places on the local level . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important ardiitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomnunity. 

The Langmaid Building, 48-52 Highland Avenue is typical of the Second Empire 
influenced apartment row houses bu i l t in Somerviiie in the 1870s and 1880s. 
The use of panel brick with decorative insets is characteristic, as is the 
slate covered mansard roof. The three towers with polygonal roofs are of 
varying height. Stone l in te ls and s i l l s , and segmental-arched window openings 
on the end facade, further ornament the building. 

HISTCRICAL SIcailFICANCE- Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developnent of the connunity. 

Samuel Langmaid and members of the Langmaid family developed several handsome 
brick rows in Somerviiie, of which 48-52 Highland Avenue is a f ine example (as 
is Langmaid Terrace 359-365 Broadway, # 117). This building constructed ca. 
1875-1883, was the f i r s t on this block on Highland Avneue. Subsequent 
apartment construction on Highland Avenue included the equally sty l ish 
Romanesque Revival Highland Building # 140. As Highland Avenue was a 
well-travelled route to Boston, residents of the Langmaid Building could 
easily commute into the c i t y . 

of Somerviiie, 1884 
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