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Ta%m Somerville 

Address 40 College Avenue 

Historic Name West Somerviiie Branch Library 

ftioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketdi Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersecticxi (s). ^ 
Indicate north 

Use: Presait 1ibrarv 

Ctiginal 1ibrary 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1909 

; Source plans 

Style Neoclassical 

Architect McLean and 'i'riqht. Boston 

Exterior Vfall Fabric smooth-faced granite 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See At tached Assessor 's Map CX»diti<xi Excellent 

Moved 

Acreage 

Setting 

Date n/a 

less than one acre " 

The l i b ra ry is located on a ma.ior 
roadway leading to Davis Square 
in West Sonervi l le 

Commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l surrounds 

Z E • N 
um REFERENCE - 325/270 - ^695/930 

USGS QUADRANGLE Boston Nor th 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Betsy Friedbern. Preservation 
Planner 

Organization Mass. H is tor ica l Cornni ssion 

Date June 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The handsomely detailed West Somerviiie Branch Library retains integrity of 
location, design, materials, workmanship, and feeling, as well as associations 

of 
the 

laces 

location, design, materials, workmanship, and feel ing, as well as associatic 
with Somerville's municipal building program and extreme growth at the turn 
the century. Somerville's most intact example of the Neo-classical sty le, 1 
building f u l f i l l s Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Pla( 
on the local level . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIOJIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oonmunity. 

This small branch l ibrary is one of Somerville's best conserved examples of 
the Neo-classical style. The f ine entrance portico is composed of a 
triangular pediment carried by Ionic columns and broad pi lasters. A 
modillioned cornice is carried around the building, and into the f u l l raking 
cornice. Urns and acroteria f in ish the pediment. Buil t of smooth-cut 
granite, the building is 1 1/2 stories in height and three bays wide i t is 
capped by a shallow hipped roof. Similar examples of the various expressions 
of the Neo-classical elsewhere in Somerviiie have been altered. 

HISTCmiCAL SI(»IFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the development of the connunity. 

The West Somerviiie Branch Library was opened in 1909, during the 
administration of l ibrar ian Samuel Walter Foss, noted poet and author of the 
"House By the Side of the Road." The West Somerviiie branch originated in a 
store in Davis Square, and served the growing population near Davis Square and 
the Old Powderhouse. The l ibrary construction was funded through a g i f t of 
$25,000 from the Andrew Carnegie Foundation and through c i t y appropriations. 

BIBLIOGRAPBY and/or REFERENCES 
Miscellaneous newspaper clippings. West Branch Library 
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PROPERTY West Somerviiie Branch Library 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001248 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 
9^ 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
^materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
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other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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ÛTMs ^boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 
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Phone 
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for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


