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Part of a planned suburban development c a l l Wakefield Park, t h i s 
house represents perhaps the best example of the Shingle S t y l e 
i n Wakefield and features some i n t e r e s t i n g C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l i n g 
as w e l l . The house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n , and meets c r i t e r i o n 
C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

This i s perhaps the best example of the Shingle S t y l e i n Wakefield. I t 
has a deep gable roof w i t h a transverse gable above I h s t o r i e s . The 
e x t e r i o r of the house, i n what may be c a l l e d i t s o r i g i n a l c o l o r scheme, 
i s covered i n shingles i n various p a t t e r n s from waves to sawtooth. 
Shingles now cover a l l the major a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s , u n l i k e the 

_* purely decorative use of shingles i n the Queen Anne S t y l e . Brackets, 
w a t e r t a b l e , a l i k e , are shingled. Twin entry columns, diamond sash 

, and an ornament r a i l , unique i n Wakefield, are C o l o n i a l Revival 
features o f t e n found i n the Shingle S t y l e . 

HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in loced or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conmunity. 

This house was designed and b u i l t by Robert Pote Wait, a partner i n the 
f i r m of Pote & Cu t t e r , A r c h i t e c t s , of Boston, as h i s own residence 
i n 1886-87. A f t e r h i s death, the house was purchased by Grace and 
Hubbard Mansfield i n 1907. They, i n t u r n , h i r e d a r c h i t e c t Charles R. 
Wait t o modernize the house by adding a furnace, gas l i g h t i n g and 
town water. Hubbard was an e a r l y town planner i n Wakefield who was 

, known t o schedule time i n the l i b r a r y every Wednesday n i g h t t o study 
• planning and discuss issues w i t h Wakefield c i t i z e n s . Grace Mansfield 
was a poet who established the Mansfield Class f o r Bible study at the 
U n i v e r s a l i s t Church. As e a r l y as 1855 plans were f i l e d i n Middlesex 
County Registry t o develop the land southeast of Cowdrey's H i l l . . -
Wakefield was e n t e r i n g i t s phase of p o p u l a t i o n expansion introduced 
by the coming o f the r a i l r o a d and the a t t r a c t i o n of Wakefield as a ' 
r e s i d e n t i a l community. By then 100 acres hac3 been assembled f o r develop­
ment as Wakefield Park. Promotional l i t e r a t u r e f o r the development 

* pointed i t out as a planned s t r e e t layout which included t h i s small 
Adams S t r e e t . The a r c h i t e c t u r a l achievement o f t h i s house and i t s upper 

^ middle class owners t y p i f y the expectations held f o r Wakefield Park 
and i t s r e s i d e n t s . ... ^ .,. _ 
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ÛTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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