¢ i MAY 23 1889

FORM B -~ BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and
white) Indicate address of
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form.
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UM REFERENCE  19/330450/4705300

USGS QUADRANGLE Boston North, Mass.

SCALE 1:25,000
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B 177

Town Wakefield

Address 26 Francis Ave.

Historic Name NA

Use: Present dwelling

Original dwelling

DESCRIPTION
Date ¢, 1907-22
Source Atlas 1906 & Visual Anavlsis

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle

Qutbuildings 2 car garage contributing

(c.1907-22)

{

Major Altefations (with dates)

None
Condition Good
Moved NA Date NA
Acreage - Less than one acre

hilly area

Recorded by Qngbjtegznza ] Preservation
i Assoelates
Organization Wskefield Historical
Commission
Date mMaren 1985




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The property, an octagonal dwelling house unique in Wakefield,
retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association, and meets Criterion C
of the NRHP on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

This imaginatively designed house set into a hill on high
fieldstone foundations makes interesting use of its corner site.
The shingle clad house is octagonal in shape. The entry, recessed
under a column supported porch, is placed at the corner of the
lot on the diagonal. The corners of the house are further emphasized
with shingled pilasters. A hip roof with flared eaves and exposed
rafters is interrupted by the wide dormer with a similar rocof and

s diamond planed sash centered over the porch. Two stories high at

: the rear but one and one half at the front, the house combines
elements of the Rational Revival, Shingle Craftsman, and Bungalow
styles. Its unique design suggests that it is the work of an
architect or talented amature, rather than a builder contractor,
as are the majority of the houses in Greenwood.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

Until the end of the 19th century, Greenwood consisted of only a few

streets, which served as major arteries as well as residential

areas. Main Street had been a Native American path, Oak Street,

which extended but a short way east in 1819, was built to the

early 17th century Nahant Street in 1847, and Green Street, which

was not residential until this century, was built in 1860.

Francis Avenue is mentioned in lot plans of 1891 as part of
Greenwood Park, a development of 1889-95 by the Wood-Harmon
Company. A few houses appear on the streets to the east of Main
Street in the atlas of 1889, but an earlier development scheme
had failed to materialize.

Real growth did not occur in the area until the introduction of
street—-car lines on Main Street, which connected the community to
Boston in 1892. Greenwood represented the last stop within the
lowest fare zone to.the city, and as such, property in the

area became commercially viable.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Middlesex County Registry of Deed, plan books
Atlds, 1906
Wakefield Historical Society, vertical files
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CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

___completeness

T elarity

____applicable criteria

___Jjustification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
____context

____relationship of integrity to significance
___Justification of exception

L OEReE

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300




