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Address 142 Main Street
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_Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and”

white) Indicate address of Use: Present duelling

property on back of photo. -

St;aple to left side of form. Original gye3 1ing
E DESCRIPTION

Date 1798 or 1818

Source Faton, 1874 and Wakefield

Historical Society
Style _ Federal :

Architect NA
Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric .1sphoard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings : ‘
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings gapape
intersection(s).
Indicate north - noncontributing (c,1940)

Major Alterations (with dates) west porch
(undated); cupola c. 1858-65;

ell c. 1858

Condition Excellent
Moved NA Date NA
MAcreage - -1% acres--

Setting Oon hi1] set bhack from Main
Street on long drive, overlooks lake

Recorded by Wakefield Preservation

UTM REFERENCE 19/329590/4709050

. J .. Associlates
USGS QUADRANGLEReading, MA Organization Wakefield Historical
' Commission

SCALE 1:25.000 ' Date Mapch, 1085



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)
The Beebe Homestead, one of the most high style Federal buildings in
Wakefield, was the home of Lucius Beebe, a prominent town resident in
the mid 18th century. The building retains integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association,
and meets criterion A and C of the NRHP on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.
This house was built c. 1798 -1818, but it may contain the framing from

the c¢. 1727 house original to the site. If so, it would appear to have
been entirely rebuilt. It is one of the most imposing, and high style
Federal dwellings in town. Though somewhat smaller and simpler than the
Salem mansion houses 1t is modeled on, it is nevertheless a landmark

on its high lakeside site. The 2 story hip roofed structure with two tall
interior chimneys has a deck balustrade and octagonal cupola, probably

added c. 1885-65. Giant pilasters on tall styles frame one of the two
three bay center entrance facades. The south entrance is sheltered by

a portico, possibly added, and -features a leaded glass fanlight. The rear
ell was added c. 1852-65. The porch on the west appears to be an
addition as well, though it could be original.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.
On this site stood the homestead of Decon Benjamin Brown and his son .
General Benjamin Brown, which was built about 1727. The General earned his
rank in the Revolutionary War, and was a member of the Provincial
Congress. Thomas Clement, a retired naval commander probably erected
this house, but it is most closely identified with Lucius Beebe, who
lived here from 1852 to his death in 1884. The Beebe Town Library is
named in his honor, and he was a liberal donor to the institution.
He was a selectman, member of the School Board, on the board of two
banks and a real estate association, and for 3& years was a Justice
of the Peace. He also served a term in the State Legislature, and
was active in -town affairs, such as the Fire Department. He owned
and ran with his sons a cotton business and a leather business, both
from Boston, suffering losses in both from fires. The large ell to the
rear was added to accommodate his family of twelve, their two cooks,
and other servants.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Eaton, Lilley, Geneological History of the Town of Reading, Boston, 18T74.
Eaton, Chester, and Eaton, Warren, Proceeding of the 250th Anniversary
of the Ancient Town of Redding, Reading, 1896.
Wakefield Historical Society, notes.
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