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AREA PCRM NO. 

Town Wakefield 

Address l i ]2 Main S t r ee t 

Historic Name Beebe Homestead 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
vrtiite) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present d w e l l i n g 

Original dwpi 11 ng 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 17Q8 or l 8 l 8 

source -F.Pitors, l 8 7 i | 3nd V f a k p f i p i d 
Historical Society 

Style Fpfieral : 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric nlaphn^rd 

Outbuildings garage 

noncontrlbutinp; (c.l940) 

Major Alterations (with dates) west porch 
(unda ted) ; cupola c. I858-65; 
e l l c. 18S8 

oondition E x c e l l e n t 

Moved NA Date NA 

^reage : l h acres 

S e t t i n g pn b i l l s^f. h ^ r V f r o m M p i n 
street on long drive, overlooks lake 

DTM REFERENCE 19/329590/4709050 

USGS QDADRANGLEReadlnjz;. MA 

SCALE 1:25 .000 

Recorded by Wakefield Preserva t ion 
A S S O C 1> 3. t> 6 S 

organization Wakefield H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date Mar'Pb, 1 Q8S ., 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Beebe Homestead, one of the most high s t y l e Federal b u i l d i n g s i n 
Wakefield, was the home of Lucius Beebe, a prominent town r e s i d e n t i n 
the mid l 8 t h century. The b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s I n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n , 
and meets c r i t e r i o n A and C o f the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terms of 
other buildings within the coiranunity. 

This house was b u i l t c. 1798-I818, but i t may contain the framing from 
the c. 1727 house o r i g i n a l t o the s i t e . I f so. I t would appear t o have 
been e n t i r e l y r e b u i l t . I t i s one of the most imposing, and high s t y l e 
Federal d w e l l i n g s i n town. Though somewhat smaller and simpler than the 
Salem mansion houses I t i s modeled on, i t i s nevertheless a landmark 
on i t s high lakeside s i t e . The 2 s t o r y h i p roofed s t r u c t u r e w i t h two t a l l 
i n t e r i o r chimneys has a deck balustrade and octagonal cupola, probably 
added c. I885-65. Giant p i l a s t e r s on t a l l s t y l e s frame one of the two 
three bay center entrance facades. The south entrance i s s h e l t e r e d by 
a p o r t i c o , p o s s i b l y added, and-features a leaded glass f a n l i g h t . The rear 
e l l was added c. 1852-65. The porch on the west appears t o be an 
a d d i t i o n as w e l l , though i t could be o r i g i n a l . 

HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the coiranunity. 

On t h i s s i t e stood the homestead of Decon Benjamin Brown and h i s son 
General Benjamin Brown, which was b u i l t about 1727. The General earned h i s 
rank i n the Revolutionary War, and was a member of the P r o v i n c i a l 
Congress. Thomas Clement, a r e t i r e d naval commander probably erected 
t h i s house, but i t i s most c l o s e l y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h Lucius Beebe, who 
l i v e d here from I852 t o h i s death I n l884. The Beebe Town L i b r a r y i s 
named i n h i s honor, and he was a l i b e r a l donor t o the i n s t i t u t i o n . 
He was a selectman, member of the School Board, on the board of two 
banks and a r e a l e s t a t e a s s o c i a t i o n , and f o r 3^ years was a J u s t i c e 
of the Peace. He also served a term i n the State L e g i s l a t u r e , and 
was a c t i v e I n town a f f a i r s , such as the F i r e Department. He owned 
apd ran w i t h h i s sons a cot t o n business and a l e a t h e r business, both 
from Boston, s u f f e r i n g losses i n both from f i r e s . The large e l l to the 

• rear was added t o accommodate h i s f a m i l y o f twelve, t h e i r two cooks, 
and other servants. 

. - * • • • 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Beebe Homestead 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000667 

NOMINATOR: STATE ^ . 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
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l^^CCEPT R̂ETURN REJECT 7 A /& / DATE National BegiataB 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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Signed Date 







[/f2. MAiw s r 

A1 

hi 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: • 64000300 


