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Town 
(Winchester, Mass. M.R.A.) 
v;IN CHESTER 

Address ^33 Main Street 

Historic Mame Marshall Symmes Tenant 

House 

Use: Present dwelling 

Original dwelling 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1870s 

Source S t y l i s t i c analysis , maps 

Style Italianate (Bracketed) 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition' Excellent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage .63 acre 

Setting Suburban residential along 

ma.jor early road to Wobum. 

Recorded by Carol Ely 

'.' 

Organization V/inchester Historical Comm  

Date 12/78T revised by H.White 10/8? 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Marshall Symmes Tenant House i s notable f o r i t s associations 
with the Symmes family, whose members were among v/inchester's f i r s t 
s e t t l e r s , and have figured prominently i n l o c a l a f f a i r s throughout 
Winchester's histo r y . Therefore the Symmes Tenant House meets 
•Criteria/I of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of , 
other buildings within the community. 

The Symmes Tenant House b u i l t during the 1870s and represents a con­
servative I t a l i a n a t e design. I t i s a three-bay, gable-roofed structure, 
with the ridge p a r a l l e l to the street. The roof i s clad i n gray s l a t e , 
and the eaves broadly overhang at the comice. Paired comice brackets 
have been l o s t , but t e l l - t a l e outlines indicate t h e i r former location. 

The center entrance i s set v/ithin a f l a t - r o o f e d open porch with 
square columns. The double entrance doors are set within_a p a v i l i o n of 
shallow projection. Windows have a two-over-two sash configuration, w i th 
bracketed l i n t e l s and s i l l s . A f i i l l - h e i g h t polygonal bay stands on the 
south elevation. A border of granite curbing encircles the property. 

A two-and-one-half story gabled e l l stands to the rear. A two bay 
bam i s attached to the e l l . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwnity. 

The Symmes Tenant House i s one of four houses associated v/ith the 
Symmes fa m i l y . i n the v i c i n i t y of "Symmes Comer" along Main Street.^ Three 

•of the four houses are pronosed f o r the National Register of Hi s t o r i c 
-places, including t h i s house; the others are the Marshall Symmes House 
(c.1817, #300) and the Deacon John Symmes House (c.1807, #298). Just 

'before I65O the Reverend Zachariah Symmes of the Charlestovm Church, 
received a land grant of approximately 3OO acres centered around present-
day Symmes Comer. Although Reverend Symmes remained i n Charlestown, his 
sons moved to Winchester, and began to farm t h e i r land soon a f t e r I65O. 

r.'larshall Symmes (I789-I889) was a grandson of Rev. Zachariah Symmes, 
and worked as a blacksmith i n a shop at the comer of Main and Bacon Streets. 
K;is ovm residence i s the previously mentioned Marshall Symmes House ( c . l 8 l 7 , 
#300) at 230 Main Street, d i r e c t l y opposite the tenant house bearing his 
name. Marshall's brother. Deacon John Symmes resided i n the other house 
(c.1807, #298) bearing his name, at 212-214 Main Street. 

Three nearby streets are named f o r Symmes family members: Symmes Road, 
Marshall Road, and Stowell Road ( a f t e r Marshall Symmes wife, Relief 
(Lephe) Stowell. 

The Marshall Symmes Tenant House, b u i l t several years before the 
ovmer's death at age 100, was erected on the grounds of his estate, 
and was used as a re n t a l property. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Assessor's Records. 

8/85 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSIC^̂  
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CcHmiLinity: 

Winchester , Kass. 

Form No: 

301 

Property Name: Marsha l l Symmes 

^ , . . ^ , , Tenant House 
Indicate each item on inventory form Miicn is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE con t inued : 

Chain o f ownership: 1 . M a r s h a l l Symmes I 8 8 I - I 9 1 2 
2. Anna E. Symmes 1913-193^ 
3. Russell Symmes 19^2-1961 
^. Winifred G. Knopf I962-I987 

Staple to Invt?ntb?y form at b o t t om 
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