
NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Edmund Sc Ellen Dv/ight House i s notable as one of V/inchester* s 
fi n e s t mid-nineteenth century estate houses, b u i l t f o r Ellen Dwight, a 

at-granddaughter of Thomas Jefferson. The Dwight House exemplifies 
the ample houses on expansive grounds b u i l t by numerous Boston business­
men seeking a country s e t t i n g outside of Boston. Therefore the Dwight 
House meets C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the community. " • '-<•. 

The design of the Dv/ight House i s thought to have been loosely 
based on the plan f o r Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson, v/ho was 
the great-grandfather of Ellen Dwight. The Dwight house i s a two-and-one-
half story house based on a rectangular plan with a central e l l i p t i c a l bay. 
A three-sided verandah v/ith segmental openings and chamfered posts encircles 
the house. The house i s si t e d on a h i l l , with a broad expanse of lavm 
reaching down to the wooded shore of Upper Mystic Lake. From the verandah 
there are panoramic views of the lake and distant h i l l s . O r i g i n a l l y the 
house v/as clapboard clad, but during a I896 " V i c t o r i a n i z a t i o n " the present 
stucco cladding was applied. The ar c h i t e c t of the renovations v/as Robert 
Coit, v/ho designed numerous V7inchester residences, the Winchester Boat 
Club, the V/inchester Public Library, and the additions to the F i r s t 

continued 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

The Dwight House v/as b u i l t i n 1858 as the centerpiece of a twelve-acre 
estate along the westem shore of Upper Mystic Lake. Ellen Randolph Coolidge 
Bwight (d.1894) v/as a great-granddaughter of Thomas Jefferson. Her husband, 
Edmund D\\dght, was a v/ealthy Boston businessman. The Dv/ights purchased the 
twelve-acre t r a c t , v/hich s i t s on the Winchester/Arlington boundary, from 
John Dixwell. 

In 1895 or 1896 the estate and grounds v/ere sold to Stephen Swan 
Langley (b.l847). Langley v/as raised by his grandparents on the Swan farm 
v/hich occupied the land of the present-day V/inchester Country Club. He 
attended Philips Andover, and eventually went i n t o the notions business. 
His business was located i n Boston at 76 Franklin Street. Although i t was 
destroyed i n the Boston f i r e of 1872, Langley recovered his losses, and by 
1898 claimed to be doing over a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s worth of business annually. 

Circa l̂ H-O the property was sold to Louis Chick, a Vice President of 
Lever Brothers. At that time the property was divided, with two acres 
remaining around the house. The stables v/ere converted to a residence 
and sold as a separate parcel ( t h i s now stands on the Arlington side of 
the boundary). Four acres were sold to four M.I.T. professors v/ho 
b u i l t houses there i n 19^-1. Five one-acre parcels on the Arlington ' -
side v/ere also sold o f f . 

In 19̂ ^̂  Edv/ard McDonald assumed ov/nership of the I>'/ight House, u n t i l 1956, 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES v/hen i t was purchased by the present ov/ner, C. Shannon. 
Scrapbook #35, V/inchester Archival Center. 
Interview and tour of the Dwight House w i t h Mr. & r.1rs. Shannon, 10/8?, "by H.VThite 
Measured drav/ings of the Dwight House, i n the possession of the ov/ner; 
drav/n by David Fixler, Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service, Office of 
Archaeology & Historic Preservatioxf, 'done in I98O. ^^^^ 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE continued, 

Congregational Church. Coit himself resided i n V/inchester, at 19 
H i l l s i d e Avenue, i n a house thought to have been designed by him. 

On the i n t e r i o r , the f o c a l point of the plan i s the f i r s t f l o o r 
octagonal room. I t contains a parquet f l o o r said to be l a i d i n a 
pattem i d e n t i c a l to a f l o o r at Monticello. The elaborate yellow 
marble f i r e p l a c e surround has acanthus l e a f , waterleaf and egg and 
dart moldings. Ceilings of the f i r s t story are approximately twelve 
feet i n height; the cei l i n g s are embellished with ornate plaster 
moldings aroimd the perimeter. V/indows of the lower story are f u l l - l e n g t h 
s i x - l i g h t windows, which when raised, provide egress to the verandah. 
The r i g h t p a r l o r / l i b r a r y has a green marble f i r e p l a c e . A section of 
the mantelpiece has been removed. The dining room contains a coffered 
c e i l i n g which appears to date from the I89OS remodelling. 

There are, tv/o sets of entrance doors. The outer doors are double 
doors with upper panels of etched glass. 

As part* of the I896 remodelling, a two-story addition was made 
on the northeast comer of the main block. In I985 a one-story addition 
v/as made to the northwest comer of the main block. 

Staple to Inveatoy.}'^ form at bot t om
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(.Vinchester, Mass. M.R.A.) 

',̂ INGHEST2R 

5 Jambridge Street 

toric Rane Edmund Dwight House 

Present dv/e l l ing 

Original d w e l l i n g 

CRIPTION 

e 1858 

Deeds 

Italianate 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric s tucco 

Outbuildings 2 g a r a g e S / A ^ C 

Major Alterations (with dates) 1396-Victor-

i an remodel l ing; 1985-one-story add i t . 
to rear . ' 
Condition Exce l l en t 

Moved no Date 

Acreage .6^ acres 

Setting Rural s e t t i n g along Upper 

Mystic Lake westem shore. Rear of 

house faces na jo r ear ly road to 
janbridge. 

Recorded by 3arol :^ ly , Bet t ina Dooper  

Organization .'Winchester H i s t o r i c a l 3omm.  

Date 8/78; revised by H.,7hite 10/37 
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(.vinchester, Mass. :.:.R.A.) 

jo^n WINCHESTSR 

Address 5 Cambridge Street 

Historic Mame Edmund Dv/ight House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

ny! K 
UTM REFERENCE /7> 

USGS QUADRANGLE LB^VP Af PPQAf . ^ ' 

SCALE / 'XS oon 

Use: Present dwel l ing 

Original dwel l ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1858 

Source 

Style 

Deeds 

Italianate 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric stucco 

Outbuildings 2 garages//vc 

Major Alterations (with dates) 1896-Victoi 

ian remodelling; 1985-one-story addi ' 
to rear. 
Condition Excellent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage ,6^' acres 

Setting Rural s e t t i ng along Upper 

Mystic Lake v/estem shore. Rear of 

house faces major ear ly road to 
jaraDriage. 

Recorded by Carol E ly . Bet t ina Cooper  

Organization V/inchester H i s t o r i c a l Co  

Date 8/78; revised by H.vniite: IO/B7 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

2280 

J0N22 20/1 

May 31, 2011 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8"'floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Re: Technical correction for the Edmund Dwight House, Middlesex County, MA 

It has recently come to our attention that the Edmund Dwight House straddles the 
Winchester/Arlington town line. The house, located at 5 Cambridge Street, was individually 
listed in the National Register on July 5, 1989 as part of the Winchester Multiple Resources Area. 

We have enclosed a copy of the first page of the nomination showing the Arlington/Winchester 
town line running diagonally through the Edmund Dwight House. The town line has not changed, 
but the detail was overlooked in 1989. Please let me know if you need additional information to 
correct your records. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure 
XC: Winchester Historical Commission 

Arlington Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax:(617) 727-5128 

www. sec. state, ma. us/mhc 


