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Town 

(V/inchester, Mass., M.R.A.) 
V7IN CHESTER 

Address h Norv/ood Street 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5". black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Historic Haae Kenelum Baker House 

Use: Present dv/el l ing 

Original dwel l ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1856 

Source Assessor's Records 

Style vernacular I t a l i ana te 

Architect Kenelum Baker, bui lder 

ixterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

)utbuildings ' none 

jor Alterations (with dates) none 

ondition E>:cellent 

toved no Date 

^reage .26 acre 

'"Vetting Suburban r e s iden t i a l , 

UTM REFERENCE H A Xl)(aOO, / S'l 0 

USGS QUADRANGLE O^X/A^y TOfV .. ^ 4 55 

SCALE / '^^'^ 0 0 0 

Recorded by Bet t ina Cooper 

Organization yjir ifhepter H i s t o r i c a l Com  

Date 8/78;. revised by H. "y^ite 10/8? 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) y AA \p..: 

The Kenelum Baker House i s notable as a v/ell-preserved vernacular 
I t a l i ana te cottage, b u i l t by l o c a l bu i lder Kenelum Baker and used as his 
ovm residence. The Kenelum Baker house therefore meets Cr i t e r ion C of the 
Kational Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate of 
other buildings within the community. . ' .- . Xn 

The Kenelum Baker House i s a center gable I t a l i a n a t e cottage based ' j 
on a rectangular plan. I t exemplif ies the use of the I t a l i a n a t e s ty le " 
f o r a small dv/ell ing. The boxl ike form i s capped v/ i th a gable 
roof of low p i t c h , v/i th a broad overhanging comice. The center entrance 
i s i s set v / i th in a shallov/, f u l l - h e i g h t gabled p a v i l i o n , embellished w i t h ^ 
a t r i p l e - a r c h f ron t i sp i ece of la t t icev/ork . The gable v/indow consists of 
a pa i r of slender, round-headed l i g h t s . One-story polygonal bays f l a n k 
the center entrance door. The trabeated entrance i s f lanked by f u l l * 
s ide l igh t s . 

Kenelum Baker, v/ho b u i l t t h i s house as his ov/n residence, v/as an • . 
active l o c a l carpenter/housewright v/ho v/as responsible f o r the Parker • -
House (c.1850, 7f220), the o ld Adams School (18'57, demolished), and his 
ov/n house a t 4 Norwood Street . The Adams School v/as a two-story 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role -owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the corawnity. ' , , 

Kenelum Baker, the builder/ovmer of t h i s house, l i v e d here from y' \ 
1856 u n t i l 1888. ( I n I85O, according to the V/inchester census of that ' 

f year, Baker and h i s v/ife E l i z a , both age. 26, v/ere r e s id ing on f.lain Street . 
Baker, v/ho did the plans and spec i f i ca t ions f o r the Adams School, recom­
mended tha t the school be b u i l t on a Sv/anton Street l o t , ra ther than on 
cos t l i e r Washington Street property. 

By 1886 the Baker house v/as ov/ned by Henry M i l l e r , v/ho v/as act ive 
i n l oca l a f f a i r s , and v/as a founder of the V/inchester E l e c t r i c Light Co. 
i n 1888. The Baker House v/as l a t e r ov/ned by Thomas Macksey, the cemetery 
superintendent from I 9 0 I to 19^3. 

1. Kenelum Baker, I856-I885 ^^ PAA ' '. ''--'-•:yX'] 
2. Henry M i l l e r , I886-I919 • ' - ' • - _ ... - : r . • • " ' ; 
3. Thomas Ivlacksey, I92O-I95I - ' - - . ' - : ' ' ' - ' 
4. Annie LlacDougall 1952-62. y 'P • -.. • ' 
5. Frederick Kimbal l , I965-I976 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES o ; . . : -i U 
Tax Assessor's Records. 
Winchester Town Di rec to r i e s . >'*-X>T. _ , ' .-_ 
V/inchester Archiva l C e n t e r , f i l e s . 
Massachusetts State Archives, I850 Census of V/inchester. 
History of V/inchester. by H. Chapman, 1936, p. 228, 2^9-50, 251.219, 26k, 2959/85 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCTMISSIQN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conrijnity: 
vfinchester 

Form No: 

386 

Property ^̂ xt,̂  • Yienelum Baker House 

Indicate each item cn inventory form vAiich is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE con t inued , 

frame s t r u c t u r e l o c a t e d on Swanton S t r e e t , near the comer o f V/ashington 
S t r e e t . The Adams School had been abandoned by I 8 7 6 , i n f a v o r o f a 
l a r g e r new s t r u c t u r e f a r t h e r west on Swanton S t r e e t . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

Baker, Kenelum, House PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Winchester MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/22/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000632 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/06/89 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 

N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

N 
N 
N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

••̂ '̂ ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 
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REVIEWER 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
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ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description • i 
'UTMs boundary justification •<> -

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000303 


