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Photo (3-x3- or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw mp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 

riv/roi rvM U/AV 

UTM REFERENCE JlA^XZXoA^ 07 OSV 

USGS QUADRANGLE L5X7/s/OTOA/. Al./^P<: . 

SCALE /r'XS 000 

Town 

(V/inchester, Mass. M.R.A.) 
k7IN CHESTER 

Address 68 High Street 

Historic Harae Asa Locke House 

Use: Present dwel l ing 

Original dwel l ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c i r ca 1855 

Source s t y l i s t i c analysis 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

attacnea 
Major Alterations (with dates) garage 

(2-bay) added to rear; date unknown 

Condition Excel lent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage .45 acre 

Setting Open r u r a l s e t t i ng , i n area 

of r e s i d e n t i a l use. 

Recorded by Bet t ina Cooper, Carol Ely 

Organization Winchester H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

Date 8/78; revised by H. White 10/8? 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Asa Locke House i s no tab le as a v /e l l -p reserved example o f • 
a s i d e h a l l I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e farmhouse i n . / inchester . I t i s f u r t h e r 
s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h the Locke f a m i l y , a prominent 
l o c a l f a m i l y w i t h ex tens ive l a n d h o l d i n g s i n the area sur rounding the 
house, f r om a t l e a s t I 6 9 9 . The Locke House t h e r e f o r e meets C r i t e r i a A 
and C o f the K a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Locke House i s a t^vo-and-one-half s t o r y , g a b l e - r o o f e d s i d e h a l l 
house, w i t h the entrance o f f s e t t o the l e f t . The th ree -bay facade has 
f u l l - l e n g t h windov/s i n a s i x - o v e r - s i x c o n f i g u r a t i o n , on the lower s t o r y . 
The windov/s of the side e l e v a t i o n s and upper s t o r y throughout con ta in 
s i x - o v e r - s i x sash. A l l windows r e s t on bracketed s i l l s and are set 
v / i t h i n surrounds w i t h canted co rne r s . The entrance door i s a l so set i n 
a surroimd o f e labora te moulding w i t h canted c o m e r s . The door has bo th 
transom and s i d e l i g h t s , and con ta ins upper panels o f g l a s s . A two-s ided 
open porch w i t h chamfered posts and segmental openings e n c i r c l e s the 
lower s t o r y . A f u l l - h e i g h t gabled bay w i t h a l u n e t t e windov/ stands on 
the east e l e v a t i o n . A two stage e l l , and a tv/o-bay garage are a t tached ^ 4 . 
to the rea r o f the main house. The pe r ime te r o f the l o t i s bordered by 
a low g r a n i t e r e t a i n i n g v ; a l l . 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwnity. 

Beyond the present i n t e r s e c t i o n o f High & Ridge S t r e e t s on the h i l l 
v.'est o f Cambridge S t r e e t , v/as the f a r m o f James Locke, son o f W i l l i a m Locke, 
one o f Woburn's f i r s t s e t t l e r s . James Locke v/as l i v i n g on h i s Winchester 
fa rm as e a r l y as I699 , v;hen he bought i t f r o m Jaraes ,Converse. James Locke 
v/as the ancestor o f many f a m i l i e s o f the same name, v/ho l i v e d i n Winchester 
to the 1930s. James g rea t -g randson , Jos iah Locke, b u i l t the Josiah Locke 
House (I8O3, #10, N.R. 3 /2 /79) a t 195 High S t r e e t . Another Locke descendant 
the Reverend Samuel Locke, v/as p r e s i d e n t o f Harvard d u r i n g the years j u s t 
before the Revo lu t iona ry War. 

This house v;as b u i l t by Asa Locke betv/een I 8 3 I and 1857. Locke bought 
t h i s l o t o f "improved l a n d " i n 1826 f r o m Benjamin Wyman, a r e l a t i v e o f h i s 
v / i f e , Lucy. Asa Locke v/as a prosperous fa rmer v/ho p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d on 
nearby Ridge S t r e e t , and s o l d ^ h i s farmi produce a t the Boston and Charlestown 
markets. I t i s pos s ib l e t h a t Asa Locke never l i v e d i n t h i s house, and t h a t 
h i s son E l b r i d g e a c t u a l l y r e s ided here . E l b r i d g e i n h e r i t e d the house i n 
1857 a t the t ime o f Asa Locke 's dea th . I n I902 the house passed out o f the 
Locke f a m i l y ovmershiD, and was bought by Handel pond, a p a r t n e r i n the 
Ive r s & Pond Piano Company. Sinche then the house has changed owners many 
t imes . . " • -

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . 
Deeds. 
'History of Winchester, by H. Chapman, I936, pp. 55, 177. 

8/85 
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