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Town WINCHESTER 

Address 81 Walnut Street 

Historic Name Abijah Thompson House 
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Use: Present dwelling 
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Date 1835-1850 

Source historic maps, style 

Style Gothic Revival 
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Exterior Wall Fabric 
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N?iTI(»lAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Abijah Thompson House possesses integrity of location, design, materials, setting, 
workmanship, feeling and associations. I t is significant as an unusual example of the 
Gothic Revival style (see form #232; also Newton, Mass., MRA: Webster Park H.D.) charac­
terized by a truncated central tower flanked by two steeply pitched gabled wall dormers. 
I t also boasts f u l l length windows flanking the entry and a towered addition at the rear. 
The Thompson House also reflects the i n i t i a l resid'^'ntia] Hovcloument ot the area directly 
east of the town as the population began to climb rapidly. ' . .' ' •'. .- . 

mCElTECTJRhL SICUIFICANCE Describe important arcbitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oommunity. 

A A' • , • • * > " 

The Thompson House is ah unusual example of the Gothic Revival style which hear., cr. v.! 
most exact resemblance to several period cottages in Newton Mass. (Ne'-'̂ on, Mass. MRA: 
Webster Park Historic Dis t r i c t ; NR: 9/A/86). I t is a I2 story, clapboard clad struc­
ture enclosed by a gable roof. I t s symmetrical three bay facade is centered on a double 
leaf paneled entry which is flanked by f u l l length French windows. A truncated, poly­
gonal bay rises through the roofline above the entry and i t is flanked by steeply pitched 
gabled wall dormers. A tower with pyramidal roof rises from the center of the rear eleva­
tion. A one story Tuscan porch runs across the facade. These two features may be later 
additions, and the gables may have lost some vergeboard trim. I t is similiar to the 
house at 85 Walnut Street (#232). . 

HISTOMCAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played i n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. ,„ , . 

• " It: 

This house was bui l t in the late 1830s or in the 18A0s, but i t s f i r s t known ovvner i s . 
Abijah Thompson (1827-1912) in 185A. Thompson was involved in a variety of V/inchester 
affairs. By trade a leather manufacturer, he worked for his father, Benjamin F. Thompson 
in Boston. He was f i r s t vice-president of the Winchester Historical Society and gathered 
much valuable information and artifacts of the town's history. He served on various 
committees of the town, including the 1882 Village Improvement Association; founded the 
newspaper, the Winchester Times which failed; formed the town's Masonic Lodge, and was an 
officer of the Savings Bank and a member of the Agricultural Library. His planned estate 
near the Aberjona never materialized, so he built a house at the corner of Church Street 
and Glen Road instead and moved there i n 1867. The house then passed to Stephen Thompson. 

CRITERIA STATEMENT (cont) " • . X^•. •-
... . I t meets Critoria A snd C^^^^the Mationti.l Recister of Historic PI aces^^^' • •-
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