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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTOM, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

519 

Town 

Address 

(V/inchester, r.lass.. M.R.A.) 
V/INaH5ST2R 

993 Main Street 

Historic Maiae Charles Russell House 

Photo (3"x3' or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of for«. 

UTM REFERENCE / f , ^23/^2/7 , ' ' 02>^SV 

USGS QUADRANGLE L^Xl NPTO/M MA^S • 

SCALE / y'^S oon 

Use: Present dwel l ing 

Original dwel l ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1841 

Source 

Style 

Winchester Star 

Greek Revival 

Architect unkno V.TI 

Exterior Hall Fabric asbestos shingle  

Outbuildings 2-bay garage, detached/c 

Major Alterations (with dates) s id ing ; 

lower sash replacement,dates unknov/n 

Condition Good 

Moved no Date 

Acreage .3^ acres /xyoAp^ 
Setting Along major ear ly road to 

Wobum; i n area of mixed r e s iden t i a l 

and commercial use. 

Recorded by r.Iarcia Wood 

Organization Winchester H i s t o r i c a l Gomi 

Date 1/79; 10/87 rev, by H. V/hite 

Formerly: 359 Main Street 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) " . • 

The Charles Russe l l House i s no tab le f o r i t s a s soc i a t i ons w i t h 
James R u s s e l l , a c t i v e i n Winchester a f f a i r s d u r i n g the l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 
century . The Russe l l House i s a l so an impor tan t l o c a l example o f the 
Greek Rev iva l s t y l e . Therefore the Russe l l House meets C r i t e r i a B and 
C o f the N a t i o n a l Reg is te r o f H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. ' 

The Charles Russe l l House (1841) stands on a low r i s e o f land f a c i n g 
southwest, close t o the Winchester-Wobum boundary. The two-and-one-ha l f 
s t o r y house i s based on a r e c t a n g u l a r p l a n , w i t h a r e a r e l l . The The gable 
r o o f o f moderate p i t c h has s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g eaves; there are p a i r e d 
windows i n the gable ends. The f i v e - b a y facade i s s y m m e t r i c a l l y organized 
A center entrance door i s framed by transom and s i d e l i g h t s , and i s se t 
w i t h i n a o n e - s t o r y , f l a t - r o o f e d I o n i c porch w i t h f l u t e d columns. The 
v/indows c o n t a i n s i x - o v e r - s i x sash; some o f the lov/er sash has been 
replaced v ; i t h s i n g l e l i g h t sash. Other c h a r a c t e r i s t i c Greek Rev iva l 
f ea tu re s i nc lude the wide c o m e r p i l a s t e r s , and wide e n t a b l a t u r e . There 
are tv/o b r i c k chimneys, on the r i d g e i n an i n t e r i o r p o s i t i o n . The house 
has been c lad i n asbestos s h i n g l e s , except f o r the r e a r v / a l l where the 
clapboards are s t i l l v i s i b l e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the coraaunity. 

The Charles Russe l l House was b u i l t i n 1841 by' Charles Russe l l on the s i t e 
of an e a r l i e r house, the Belknap House. The l and on v/hich the house stands 
was f o r m e r l y p a r t o f Wobum, and the Wobum grammar school was he ld f o r 

• a b r i e f t ime i n 1728 i n the Thomas Belknap House. Thomas Belknap was a 
n a t i v e o f Boston, and a g l o v e r by occupa t ion . A f t e r f i r s t s e t t l i n g i n " -V 
Winchester , he moved to Wobum i n I 6 9 8 , and bought the l and known as the 
"Forty-pound Meadov/" which s t r e t c h e d northward a long present -day Main S t r e e t , 
f r om a p o i n t near the present V/obum-Winchester boundary. H i s house stood 
v/here the Russe l l House now s tands , a t the c o m e r o f Main S t r e e t and 
Russe l l Road. 

Belknap a l so bought l and on the v /es ter ly s ide o f the road to Hom 
Pond, f rom, the Converse^. The Hom Pond Brook which f lov /s t o the Aber jona 
R ive r , r an th rough Belknap 's l a n d , and he u t i l i z e d i t s v/aters by b u i l d i n g 
a dam, and e r e c t i n g a f u l l i n g m i l l and g r i s t m i l l . This was one o f the 
three o l d e s t m i l l p r i v i l e g e s h e l d i n Winchester ( i n a d d i t i o n t o those o f 
the Converse and Symmes f a m i l i e s ) . By I787 the Belknap f a m i l y had d i s ­
appeared f r o m V/inchester. I n 1802 the m i l l s i t e v/as bought f r o m Dtmcan 
Ingraham, by the Middlesex-Canal Company; the canal passed v / i t h i n a s h o r t 
d is tance f r o m the m i l l . The 'Canal Company disposed o f the l and by I 8 I 5 , 

. and there was a succession o f ovmers u n t i l 1847 when i t v/as purchased by 
Church and Lane. The m i l l s were no longe r ex t an t a t t h a t t i m e , and the 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

H i s t o r v o f V/inchester. v o l . I , by H. Cnapman, I936 , p . 86-88. 
V/inchester S t a r . J u l y , I9OO. 

8/85 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cormunity: 
Winchester 

Form No: 
519 

Property Name: Charles Russell He ase 

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFIi3ANCS continued. 

new owners established a pianoforte case factory on the s i t e . I n I865 
the business was taken over by the f i r m of Cowdery, Cobb and Nichols, 
v/hich supplemented the water pov/er with the use of steam. 

The old Thomas Belknap house, a f t e r the family had departed, v;as 
used f o r a number of years as a tavem. Nathaniel Davis, v/ho moved to 
Winchester from Weston, was the innkeeper. 

By 18J^1 Charles Russell had b u i l t the present house on the s i t e 
of the e a r l i e r Belknap house. Russell died ten years l a t e r i n I 8 5 I , 
leaving the house to his v/idow Elizabeth and son James, who v/as active 
i n l o c a l a f f a i r s . James was a member of the School Committee, an 
Assessor, and member of the Board of Selectmen from IBS? to I892. 
He v/as described as an author i n the July, I9OO issue of the l o c a l 
nev/spaper, the Winchester Star. 

P a r t i a l chain of ownership: 

1. Charles Russell 18^1-1851 
2. Elizabeth Russell I852-I898 
3. James Russell I9OO-I9O7 
k. Carl & Eva Anson I9O8-I968 
5. George Mc Dowell 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form iO^OO< Afiorwm No. 102^1$ 
( * w ) 

United States Department of the Interior MAY 2 2 j989 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Winchester MRA 
State Middlesex Countv. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

^1- Remick, Joseph, House JjtJJ^^JggJ®^ y4e'eper 

Attest 

'^2. Richardson, Zachariah, Hoijg^^^^^ ^ /deeper ,'_P'A-^'^i-pA]^^-^A^(-^--u^ 

Iational Heglster Attest 

^3. Russell, Charles, House Entered In the ^l^per (^p(pX^'-'--t.--<-'^^ ^ 7 / j 
National Beglster 

Attest 

44. Russell, Arthur H. , House g^^j^^red i n tbe 

» a . t i ^ ' ^ l Beglater 
Attest 

h^,,r, P^^-^yy^ y,-A, 
Attest 

46. Simonds, William, House ^atloaai^fieiilgtar ^'^^^^^ ^ ^ V e - — 7 AA'7 

Attes t 

47. Skillings Estate House Mational^Eeglater /iteeper pP<(A-^^''^^'-^AA^<^--^^ l / y ^ 

Attest_ 

48. St. Marv's Catholic Church.. . . rReeDer 

Uatloaal Eegister ^,,33, 

49. Stanton, Jacob, House tntwe'l iQ tb8 /Kfeeper y'SXA<---^^^-^^^'5^'p<.-^ 7hAi^ 
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Attest 

At t e s / 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Ru s s e l l , Charles, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Winchester MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/22/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/06/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000617 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

•^CEPT RETURN REJECT 7 A DATE Entered in tha 
Hatlonal Register 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the inap in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000303 


