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(Winchester, Mass. M.R.A.)
Town WINCHESTER

Address 993 Main Street

Historic Name Charles Russell House

Use: Present dwelling

Original dwelling

DESCRIPTION
Date 1841
Source Winchester Star

Style Greek Revival

Architect __unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric asbestos shingle

Outbuildings 2-bay garage, detacheyc

Major Alterations (with dates) siding;

lower sash replacement,dates unknown

Condition Good

Moved no Date

Acreage .34 acres /Y- 0/ 4

Setting Along major early road to

Woburn; in area of mixed residential

and commercial use.

Recorded by Marcia Wood

Organization VWinchester Historical Com

pate 1/79; 10/87 rev. by H. White

" Formerly: 359 lMain Street



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Charles Russell House is notable for its associations with
James Russell, active in Winchester affairs during the late nineteenth
century. The Russell House is also an important local example of the
Greek Revival style, Therefore the Russell House meets Criteria B and
C of the National Register of Historic Places,

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community. -

The Charles Russell House (1841) stands on a low rise of land facing
southwest, close to the Winchester-Woburn boundary. The two-and-one-half
story house is based on a rectangular plan, with a rear ell. The The gable
roof of moderate pitch has slightly projecting eaves; there are paired
windows in the gable ends. The five~bay facade is symmetrically organized
A center entrance door is framed by transom and sidelights, and is set
within a one-story, flat-roofed Ionic porch with fluted columns. The
windows contain six-over-six sash; some of the lower sash has been
replaced with single light sash. Other characteristic Greek Revival
features include the wide corner pilasters, and wide entablature. There
are two brick chimneys, on the ridge in an interior position. The house
has been clad in asbestos shingles, except for the rear wall where the
clapboards are still visible. . X

"HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The Charles Russell House was built in 1841 by Charles Russell on the site
of an earlier house, the Belknap House. The land on which the house stands
was formerly part of Woburn, and the Woburn grammar school was held for

a brief time in 1728 in the Themas Belknap House, - Thomas Belknap was a
native of Boston, and a glover by occupation. After first settling in
Winchester, he moved to Woburn in 1698, and bought the land known as the
"Forty-pound Meadow" which stretched northward along present-day Main Street,
from a point near the present Woburn-Winchester boundary. His house stood
where the Russell House now stands, at the corner of Main Street and

Russell Road.

Belknap also bought land on the westerly side of the road to Horn
Pond, from.the Converses. The Horn Pond Brook which flows to the Aberjona
River, ran through Belknap's land, and he utilized its waters by building
a dam, and erecting a fulling mill and grist mill. This was one of the
three oldest mill privileges held in Winchester ( in addition to those of
the Converse and Symmes families)., By 1787 the Belknap family had dis-
appeared from Winchester. In 1802 the mill site was bought from Duncan
Ingraham, by the Middlesex .Canal Company; the canal passed within a short
distance from the mill., The Canal Company disposed of the land by 1815,

. and there was a succession of owners until 1847 when it was purchased by
Church and Lane. The mills were no longer extant at that time, and the

RIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

History of Winchester, vol. I, by H. Chapman, 1936, p. 86-88.
Winchester Star, July, 1900.
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE continued.

new owners established a pianoforte case factory on the site. In 1865
the business was taken over by the firm of Cowdery, Cobb and Nichols,
which supplemented the water power with the use of steam,

The old Thomas Belknap house, after the family had departed, was
used for a number of years as a tavern. Nathaniel Davis, who moved to
Winchester from Weston, was the innkeeper.

By 1841 Charles Russell had built the present house on the site
of the earlier Belknap house. Russell died ten years later in 1851,
leaving the house to his widow Elizabeth and son James, who was active
in local affairs. James was a member of the School Committee, an
Assessor, and member of the Board of Selectmen from 1887 to 1892.

He was described as an author in the July, 1900 issue of the local
newspaper, the Winchester Star.

Partial chain of ownership: -

Charles Russell 1841-1851
Elizabeth Russell 1852-1898
James Russell 1900-1907
Carl & Eva Anson 1908-1968
George Mc Dowell
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CLASSIFICATION

count resource type
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FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
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descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
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____summary paragraph
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