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Historic Name Robert Bacon House
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DESCRIPTION
Date circa 1830

Source architect's sketches, other
surviving construction documents
Style Federal/Greek Revival

Architect John Kutts of Boston
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Robert Bacon House is important as a rare surviving local example
of a high style residence which exemplifies the transition from the
Federal to the Greek Revival style. The Bacon House is further significant
as the work of John Kutts, a well-known Boston builder-architect of
the early nineteenth century; the architect's drawings & plans as well as
bills and contracts related to the construction survive, providing
valuable insights into building practices of the period.

In addition the Bacon house is notable for its association with
Robert Bacon, a prosperous mill_owne The Bacon House_therefore meets

la B and Cpof %h

A  FI.
MRCHTTE TG CIGTRICNGE  Boscr oo Taaortant arch Ttedtuial: FoXtures and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.
The Bacon House (c¢.1830) is an important and rare local example of
the Transitional Federal-Greek Revival mode. It is Winchester's only
high-style example of this type, and is further signifcant because it
can be attributed to the builder-architect Joan Kutts of Boston, and
because the carpenter's bill and plasterer's contract as well as the
architects original drawings survive.
John Kutts was a Boston builder-architect, an active contemporary
of Edward Shaw, Gridley Bryant, Richard Bond and Ammi B. Young. All are
listed as architects in the Boston directories of the time, indicating
a prospering profession. John Kutts is also known as one of the unsuccess-
ful competitors in the competitions for the Albany city hall and for
Girard College. In addition the house on Beacon Hill at 74 Pinckney
Street is known to have been designed by Kutts, and built by Weeks &

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the .
building relates to the development of the community. : ’

In 1825 most of the Symmes land west of the Aberjona River was
sold to Robert Bacon of Boston. The Symmes land was part of the original
land grant of over 300 acres made in 1636 to the Reverend Zechariah
Symmes of the Charlestown church. With the 1825 sale of the Symmes land
went the mill privilege on the Aberjona, which Bacon used for many
years in his business of making felt for hats. It-.was also in 1825 that
Bacon Street was cut through from Main to Church Streets, the first
highway across the o0ld Symmes farm.

Robert Bacon came to Winchester (then a part of old Medford) in
1824 from Boston, to establish a felting mill, in the former Symmes
mill on the lower Aberjona River. The felt and wadding factory com-
plex was in operation until 1951, The Bacon mills were an important
early employer in Winchester. The Bacon House was built circa 1830
on high ground overlooking the factory, river, and worker's housing,
an ensemble of buildings which came to be known as "Baconville."

Robert Bacon controlled several patented improvements in felting
machinery, to which he added innovations of his own. In‘ one year
the Aberjona mill is said to have formed some 85,000 hat bodies, in

. addition to producing a quantity of felt for other purposes.
/ There were two mills beside the lower Aberjona, and both came

to be owned by Bacon. Both are said to have been burned in 1843,
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Commmity : Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Winchester 343
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: Robert Bacon Hous

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE continued:

Perrin. It is a small brick house of three-and-a-half stories, built in
1829, and unusual in that there is an agreement filed with the deed noting
the type of construction (to include a brick sidewalk), the prices of
wallpapers (some with borders), the black marble fireplace mantelpieces
(of the same type used in the Robert Bacon house), and other details.
The Bacon House 1is a two-and-a-half story residence based on a
rectangular plan with a symmetrical five-bay facade organization.
The brick end wall rise to form a parapet wall with double end chimneys.
The center entrance has transom and sidelights with leaded glass
tracery. The entrance is set within a one-story Doric portico with
fluted columns and a deck balustrade (the deck balustrade is probably
a later addition). The Wwindow placement is symmetrical with a sash
configuration-of c<ix-over-six. Federal, Greek Revival and later
nineteenth centur - detail are preserved on the interior.

HISTORICAL SIGNI® ICANCE continued:

They were soon r-=built,’ but Baeon then leased them to a variety of small &
industries, includ.ng a cotton batting factory run by Caleb Mills; a
sash and blind :hop; a print works; and a mahogany sawing mill.

CHAIN OF OWNERSHIP:

1. Ann Bacon 1230-1903 i

2. Edward A. Smith 1904-1919 .
3. James F. and Caroline Jackson 1924-104l4 e
L, John K. Colony 1947-1977

Staple to Invéntdty form at bottom
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