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Town WINCHESTER

Address 212-214 Main Street

Historic Name Deacon John Symmes House

Use: Present 4welling

Original gwelling

DESCRIPTION

Date circa 1807

Source Chapman's History of Winchester

Style Federal

Architect anonymous

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings~- garage //C

Major Alterations (with dates) Roof eaves

balustrade removed, date unknown,
rorch aaded to entrance, date unknown
Condition EXcellent

Moved no Date

Acreage .30 acre 97-00%.:

Setting Suburban residential near

major intersection

Recorded by Bettina Cooper, Carol Ely

Organization Winchester Historical Comm.

Date 8/78, revised 10/87 hy H. White




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Deacon John Symmes House is one of Winchester's most important
and well-preserved Federal period dwellings, and it is associated with
the Symmes family, whose members were among Winchester's earliest
settlers. The Deacon John Symmes House therefore meets Criteria A and
C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and eva1uate in terms or
other buildings within the community.

The Deacon John Symmes House (c.1807) is a typical Federal period
dwelling, of the type which dotted the countryside surrounding Boston
during the early nineteenth century. The Deacon John Symmes House is
one of two houses of this period associated with the Symmes family. The
other is the Marshall Symmes House (#300), circa 1817, which stands
nearby at 230 Main Street.

The Deacon John Symmes House is a two and one-half story, rectangular
plan dwelling with a hip roof of low pitch, and double rear wall chlimneys.
It exhibits the characteristic boxy proportlons of the Federal style.

The five-bay facade is organized around a central entrance, which has
been enclosed by a later entrance porch. The outer windows are paired
with the center window aligned with the entrance. Other features of
note include the wide corner boards and slightly projecting eaves.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The Deacon John Symmes House is one of several Symmes family dwellings
located in the vicinity of Symmes Corner, - +the area near the intersection
of Main Street, Bacon Street and Grove Street. ' The Symmes family members
were among Wlnchester's earliest settlers. The Reverend Zachariah Symmes,
minister of the Charlestown Church, received a land grant of roughly 300
acres centered around present-day Symmes Corner., Although the Reverend
himself remained in Charlestown, his sons began farming the Winchester land
soon after 1650, and by 1700 had erected a fulling mill and dye house as well.

The Deacon John Symmes House is the oldest of the extant Symmes family
houses, It was built by Deacon John Symmes circa 1807, in an area of Win-
chester which was then still part of Medford. Deacon John Symmes (1781-1860)
was a son of John Symmes, a local blacksmith and wheelwright and veteran of
the Revolutionary War. The younger John Symmes married Pamela Richardson in
1804, 1In addition to continuing the blacksmith trade, he served as deacon
of the Medford Congregational Church until his death. Pamela operated
Winchester's first formal school in this house.

Symmes opposed the incorporation of the Town of Winchester in 1850,
and refused an appointed to the Board of Selectmen. However, he remained
actlve in the town and church affairs of the city of Medford.

ter his death, the house was inherited by his son Luther and daughter
Mary. The house remalned in the possession of Symmes family members until 1926,

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Deeds
Maps
History of Winchester, by Henry Chapman.
Files, Winchester Archival Center.
Winchester Star. - . 8/85
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Other Symmes family houses in Winchester include the Marshall
Symmes House (#300) built circa 1817; .
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