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ARGCTECrURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Like another group of houses b u i l t nearby on Twinehurst (form #A-103) at about the same time 
by the American Optical Company, these three-family residences were b u i l t to look l i k e two 
family houses. The somewhat ungainly narrow three story proportions of the t y p i c a l three-
decker house have been avoided here by disguising the t h i r d f l o o r i n the high-pitched facade 
gable of what appears to be a two-and-a-half story house. Long dormers have been added to 
both sides of the roof to provide a f u l l story on the t h i r d f l o o r . 

Less imposing than the Twinehurst houses^these houses are of a similar size and silhouette. 
I n t h e i r o r i g i n a l states the houses were a l l i d e n t i c a l . Sheathed i n wood shingle they had 
a porch on each of the three floors at the center of the facade. They were flanked by a door 
and a window on the ground f l o o r and windows on the second f l o o r . Q~̂ \Ci Windsor Court s t i l l 
retains i t s o r i g i n a l facade conformation. I n other houses i n the group some or a l l of the 
porches have been permanently closed i n . Nevertheless^ the group s t i l l retains much of i t s 
o r i g i n a l feeling. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

Although the eastern section of North Street was quickly developed i n the 1870's and 1880's 
with housing for American Optical Company workers, the end near Central Street remained 
undeveloped u n t i l a f t e r the turn of the century as the land was held by Central M i l l s . I t 
seems l i k e l y that American Optical Company bought the land on which these houses were b u i l t 
sometime shortly a f t e r Central M i l l s b u i l t i t s storehouse building to the east, probably 

aft e r 1908. . . , 

During the early 20th century, the American Optical Company b u i l t three housing clusters for 
i t s workers. One was a group of single family houses for company foremen on Maple Street 
(form #B-210). The other two were groups of three-family houses. The more imposing of the 
two was on Twinehurst (form //A-103). The other ^fcvAp ix.aS at North Street and Windsor 
Court. These developments were apparently inspired by progressive planning theories for 
i n d u s t r i a l villages which were popular during the early years of this century. I t was 
believed that by providing ample^ good quality housing for employees ^-^i^ta \\iO^^\^ 
happier, more e f f i c i e n t and-'Hl€iXb>| '̂/̂ Ô HCH/ Quality work. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CClvfQSSION , 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Caranunity: Form No: 

^•ZlAr 

Property Name: Vjinii^D^ CowY Vl^'d 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued belcw. 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATENENT 
The Wind&or Court D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an example o f housing 
con.<3tructed f o r t h e workers o f t h e American O p t i c a l Company. D u r i n g 
t h e g r o w t h o f t h e town's e a s t e r n s e c t i o n l a t e i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y t h e Wells f a m i l y and t h e i r coinpany b u i l t a v a r i e t y of housing. 
The t h r e e - f a m i l y houses b u i l t h ere a r e v a r i a t i o n s on t h e t r i p l e - d e c k e r j ^ j f i / t h 
r e s u l t ^ i n t h e most dense of t h e housing c l u s t e r s c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e 
company. I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l 
l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s . 
workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e s 
i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d assessors map a r e th o s e o f c u r r e n t ownership 
and h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d with the p r o p e r t i e s . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000596 

NOMINATOR: STATE . 7-.. / ...^ 7 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
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