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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,

and architecturally significant structures).
Like another group of houses built nearby on Twinehurst (form #A-103) at about the same time
by the American Optical Company, these three-family residences were built to look like two
family houses. The somewhat ungainly narrow three story proportions of the typical three-
decker house have been avoided here by disguising the third floor in the high-pitched facade
gable of what appears to be a two-and-a-half story house. Long dormers have been added to
both sides of the roof to provide a full story on the third floor.

Less imposing than the Twinehurst houses, these houses are of a similar size and silhouette.

In their original states the houses were all identical. Sheathed in wood shingle they had

a porch on each of the three floors at the center of the facade. They were flanked by a door
and a window on the ground floor and windows on the second floor. 8-~1G Windsor Court still
retains its original facade conformation. In other houses in the group some or all of the
porches have been permanently closed in. Nevertheless)the group still retains much of its
original feeling.

HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused it,
and how it affected commmity; be specific).

Although the eastern section of North Street was quickly developed in the 1870's and 1880's

with housing for American Optical Company workers, the end near Central Street remained

undeveloped until after the turn of the century as the land was held by Central Mills. It

seems likely that American Optical Company bought the land on which these houses were built

sometime shortly after Central Mills built its storehouse building to the east, probably
after 1908.

During the early 20th century, the American Optical Company built three housing clusters for
its workers. One was a group of single family houses for company foremen on Maple Street
(form #B-210). The other two were groups of three-family houses. The more imposing of the
two was on Twinehurst (form #A-103). The other rouF w8$s  at North Street and Windsor
Court. These developments were apparently inspired by progressive planning theories for
industrial villages which were popular during the early years of this century. It was
believed that by providing ample, good quality housing for employees,+h¢ﬂ would be

happier, more efficient and*herm P’Dduw quality work.

BTBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
maps
American Optical Company Housing Card File, J. Edwards Library
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coammity : Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Sonthbridge B 204
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: Windsov Lot Distvict I

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT

The Windsor Court District is signifizant as an example of housing
constructed for the workers of the American Optical Company. During
the growth of the town's eastern section late in the nineteenth
century the Wells family and their company built a variety of housing.
The three-family houses built here are variations on the triple—deckerwhith
resulud in the most dense of the housing clusters constructed by the
company. It meets National Register criteria A and C at the local
level and retains integrity of setting, location, materialse,
workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The boundaries
indicated on the attached assessors map are those of current ownership
and historically associated with the properties.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic : current

DESCRIPTION
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Specific dates Builder/Architect
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294




