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Condition: Good 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within it. _ 
Number each property for which individual inventory forms have been conpleted. 
Label streets (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet if space here is not sufficient) 

(S> ltyiA5 5Z0/AG>tZ Goo 
( f ) \b/lA3 S\o/ AGbl-AtO 
& \bl '745 A^OAA66Z TOO 

® IB/ 745 ATO/AUoZ 50,0 

6̂(3̂ 5 (Asim 7GT)ajA'' , • ^ 
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ARCHITECnJR.U SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

This group of seven shingled three-family houses i s clustered around the west side of a 
c i r c u l a r street at the foot of Paige H i l l Road. Euphemistic versions of the three-deckers 
which were the most popular form of multifamily housing i n Southbridge at the time, these 
houses were intended to give the impression of two-and-a-half story two family residences. 
As they are situated with t h e i r gable ends to the s t r e e t , t h e i r f u l l bulk i s somewhat disguise 
Also, the high pitched roofs and long continuous dormers on either side provide a f u l l t h i r d 
f l o o r which i s not immediately obvious from the main facades. Nevertheless, f i v e or six room 
apartments were provided on each f l o o r . Each o r i g i n a l l y had a porch, a l l of which are now 
enclosed, on the more southern side. The picturesque curve of the street and the high q u a l i t y 
Colonial Revival tr i m on each house gives more the impression of an up-to-date suburban 
neighborhood rather than that of a three decker working class neighborhood. 

Most of the facades are symmetrically composed with two Colonial Revival styl e pilaster-pedime; 
entrances. Although the houses appear at f i r s t glance to be i d e n t i c a l , two i n the group have 
only one facade entrance. Variations i n window type and placement also distinguish one house 
from another. These houses are similar i n design and size to another contemporary group of 
KISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused it>C(^/7^.^ 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

B u i l t as company housing by the American Optical Company, thi s group of multifamily houses 
stands only a few hundred yards south of the s i t e of what was probably the f i r s t workers' 
housing project i n Southbridge. About 1815 a group of tenements were b u i l t on Paige H i l l Road 
possibly by William Sumner^whose m i l l nearby was a predessor of the Dresser Cotton M i l l . 
Factory-owned housing was common i n Southbridge during the 19th-century. M i l l s i n Globe 
Village (forms (/A-149 and //D-455) and Sandersdale (form //E-502) provided housing for some of 
t h e i r workers during that era i n factory-owned tenements. American Optical Company, however, 
does not appear to have b u i l t groups of houses fo r i t s workers u n t i l the early 20th century. 
The development of neighborhoods near the company's Mechanic Street factory appears to have 
been the work of private individuals (form //'S'ZZO) . At an unspecified date the company ac­
quired houses, not necessarily b u i l t by the company, which i t rented to employees. During 
the early«-20th century the company b u i l t a cluster of single family houses for foremen on 
Maple Street (form //B-210) and another group of three-family houses at North Street and 
Windsor Court (form //B-203). These developments were apparently inspired by progressive 
planning theoifies for i n d u s t r i a l villages which were popular during the early years of this 
century. By providing ample, good quality housing f o r emp-loyees, i t was hoped that workers 
would be happier, more e f f i c i e n t and produce high qualit y work. 
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^{7h'^r '}7o^ Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Society Leaflets, Vol. I I , p. 143 
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mVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Camnunity: <<' A 

Southbridge 

Form No: 

A-103 

Property Naire • Twinehurst American 
Optical Company Neighborhood 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t ' d ) 
American O p t i c a l Company t h r e e - f a m i l y houses on Nor th S t ree t and Windsor Cour t . 

Some a l t e r a t i o n s have changed the appearance o f the houses somewhat. A l l were o r i g i n a l l y 
s ided w i t h wood sh ing les c l o s e l y l a i d . The o r i g i n a l sh ing les have been replaced by wider 
sh ing les or covered by s y n t h e t i c sh ing le or s y n t h e t i c clapboard s i d i n g . I n most cases 
the t r i m has been l e f t i n t a c t but the o r i g i n a l su r face t e x t u r e has been a l t e r e d as a r e s u l t . 
A l s o , facade entrances to upper f l o o r s were o r i g i n a l l y open as were a second s t o r y window 
above t h a t entrance and the porches which were l oca t ed on the s ide o f each house. These 
have a l l been c losed . 

NATIONAL REGISTER C R I T E R I A STATEMENT 
The T w i n e h u r s t D i s t r i c t i s s i g j n i f i c a n t a s a n e x a m p l e o f h o u s i n g 
c o n s t r u c t e d f o r t h e w o r k e r s o f t h e P l m e r i c a n O p t i c a l Company. D u r i n g 
t h e g r o w t h o f t h e t o w n ' s e a s t e r n s e c t i o n l a t e i n t h e fCj t h 
c e n t u r y t h e W e l l s f a m i l y a n d t h e i r c o m p a n y b u i l t a v a r i e t y o f h o u s i n g . 
The t h r e e — f a m i l y h o u s e s b u i l t h e r e a r e v a r i a t i o n s o n t h e 
t r i p l e - d e c k e r , a n d r « e s u l t s i n a p a r t i c u l a r l y d e n s e h o u s i n g c l u s t e r 
c o n s t r u c t e d b y t h e c o m p a n y . I t m e e t s N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A a n d 
C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l a n d r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
w o r k m a n s h i p , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . T h e b o u n d a r i e s 
i n d i c a t e d o n t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p 
a n d h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e p r o p e r t i e s . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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