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Town Southbridge 

Address Main Street 

Historic Maniê ^™ ®̂̂ -'-̂ -'-'̂ ~̂ °'̂ '̂̂ ^̂ " House 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date Cal855-1870 

Source maps 

s tyle I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings af\cMi jm'od tav^y (A\ 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition Excellent 

Moved Ho Date J2Lia. 
Acreage Oqj? aOg (TT S 

Setting r e s iden t i a l area on a h i l l t o p wi th 

other large 19th c. s ingle family dwelling 

m u l t i f a m i l y 19th c. dwellings nearby 

UTM REFERENCE \?>Af44 GCCfA^hZ 7 3 0 

USGS QUADRANGLE ^CXtftlfX^dqC^ MG^r C(!̂ nO , 

SCALE \\z^ 

Recorded byE. "^oo^fcr^ S. Ceccacci 
ed. S. Ceccacci  

Organization Southbridge Historical Com-
mission 

Date Mav 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Chamberlain-Bourdeau House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
t h e town's mid- l ^ t h c e n t u r y r e a l e s t a t e development and i t s 
s t y l i s h I t a l i a n a t e d e s i g n . I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and 
C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The boundaries 
i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d assessors map a r e tho s e o f c u r r e n t 
ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

The best preserved examrle of an I t a l i a n a t e residence i n Southbridge'^ this two story, 
three bay house hOS k>«c<̂  "jWH.̂ ) altered. Characteristic of the style are the boxy shape of 
the main' portion'of the house, the overhanging bracketed eaves, corner quoins, projecting 
window caps and the substantial entry porch with arch motif. Also retaining much of i t s 
o r i g i n a l setting, the house s i t s back from the street i n a spacious lawn with large old trees. 

During the same period, another large I t a l i a n a t e style house was b u i l t nearby on the 
opposite side of the street at the corner of Main and Sayles Street. I t unfortunately has 
been altered by the application of synthetic siding. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comraunity. 

A house belonging to Oliver Plimpton was shown occupying t h i s s i t e on the 1855 Southbridge 
map. Because of i t s o r i e n t a t i o n to the street and difference i n plan, that house seems to 
have been an ea r l i e r dwelling. 

A descendant of William Plimpton who was one of the ea r l i e s t s e t t l e r s (ca. 1732) of Globe 
Village, Oliver Plimpton was (at an unspecified date) superintendent of the cotton warp m i l l 
of the nearby Hamilton Woolen Company. A description of Plimpton's house i n Davis' Sketch of 
Sturbridge and Southbridge indicates that an old dwelling was s t i l l standing on this s i t e as 
late as 1856. 

The present T-plan house, the property of Capt. John Chamberlain or Chamberlin , f i r s t 
appeared on the 1870 Worcester County Atlas. Chamberlain was l i s t e d i n the 1875-6 Southbridge 
directory as an insurance agent. After Capt. Chamberlain's death i n the late 1870's, 
Mrs. Chamberlain continued to l i v e i n the house u n t i l the late 1880's, By 1898-Hje. i'louse 
had become the property of Gilbert Bourdeau, a box maker. Bourdeau l i v e d here u n t i l about 1920. 

Before 1855, the Oliver Plimpton house was the only building on the north side of Main 
Street^west of the in t e r s e c t i o n of Main and South Streets. I t i s l i k e l y that a sizeable 
portion of t h i s land, extending northward to Hamilton Street, belonged to the Plimpton house. 
Between 1855 and 1870 not only was the Chamberlain-Bourdeau House b u i l t but the Hamilton M i l l 
Agent's House (form //A-135) next door to the west and several single and multifamily houses 

• east of i t on Main and Union Streets were b u i l t . At that same time factory housing for the 

Hamilton M i l l was b u i l t nearby on Union, New (Oliver) and Cross Streets. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES " ~ 
maps, atlases, directories 
Davis, Sketch of Sturbridge and Southbridge 
Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Society Leaflets, Vol. I I , p. 122. 
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11. Building at 38—42 Worcester Street 
Entered In tUe 

j4<reper X T A ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ / ^ Y ^ (^/-^A^j 

Mational Heglster Attest 

12. Building at 52 Main Street 
^ciit-r--:! ID tna 
Uatloaal BeglstflT 

13. Central M i l l s Historic D i s t r i c t 
Entered In the 
national Begistex 

{^eepex .^AA^L^i^^^y^^ ^ A ^ M 

Attest 

\ r ^ e p e x ^ j y A A y ^ . - ^ * - ' - - - ^ ' S ' Y ^ ^ A - V ^ 

Attest 

1'̂  • Chamberlain—Bordeau House 
Entered in the 
Bfttlonai aeglater Attest 

i^per ^^/A-^-^--^^-^-^—^A>'/*7' 

15. Chapin Block ^«H€per 

At tes t 

16. Cheney, Alpha M. House 'Entered In Uic feeper ,^^<(^^^^>-»-^-^c^^y^^. ^ ^A^M 
iiatioziaJL Begiatei ^ 

Attes t 

17. Cheney, J.M. , Rental Hoiisp_„^,a ui uie /"deeper ^^C^^-^^-^j-^V^K^ ^ ^/-^ ^A^9 

jiational Beglataz 

18. Clarke—Glover Farmhouse 
iintwred I n oxie 
JTatlonal Heglster ^ " ^ ^ ^ 

(c jx ^A^<f 

19. C l i f f Cottage Entered in taa h^epex {7Af^'-^--<'*-'t-y^.^ 
National Register 

Attes t 

^A±>/pf 

20. Cole, E. , M e r r i t t , House 
Giil-sPf̂ J in n3a 
Natloaal Se^lstdr 

f ^ e p e r yXP^^JT^-t-^-^-^^^yu.^ o/^^-^yfe 

At tes t 
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