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Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and
white) Indicate address of
property on back of photo.
Stap]e to left side of form.

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest
intersection(s).

Indicate north

UTM REFERENCE |8/N45 020/4662 €40
uses QuADRANGLE SOuthir t‘da\b , Hass-Conn,
scate 12800

Address 29 pine Street

Historic Name Academie Brochu

Use: Present school

Original school

DESCRIPTION

Date 1899

Source building

Style Colonial Revival

Architect Chickering & O'Connell, Spring-
field

Exterior Wall Fabric brick

Outbuildings (C)- 2 brick Georgian Rev.

Classical parish-related bldgs.(ca. 1920)

Major Alterations (with dates)side addition

early to mid-20th c., metal windows & door

(ca. 1960's-1970's)
Condition Good

Moved M Date 7L /AL

Acreage ©Ne Gere or (P

Setting in parish complex late-19th

early-20th century single and multi-family

residential neighborhood

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccaccl
—ed. 5. ceccacct

Southbridge Historical Com-
mission

Organization

Date May 1986




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if épplicab]e)

Academie o) i s i Eh 3 i
b » Brochu is signifi ant for 1ts association with the expansi
apd dewvelopment of Soutnbridge's French Cana s

k dian © i . :
Lineteenth century, an community late in the

el £ : . "
e s :g igr 1;3 Cclonial Revival design by Chickering
B pS S inzsfie X t meets Nation i i

& ests ational Registe WA i ¢ i

ol i i . . £ ister criteria A
at th= local level and retains i osh (e alan A CRe I oY 7 ki

wornmanship, desizn, feeling,

indicated on

cwnership.

. ion, materials,
and associatian. The boundaries

the attached assessors map are Thase: 0f Surrent

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANC
E E Describe im
A ViFd portant
o;:erfbu1lixngs e g e ipit ool architectural features and evaluate in terms of
e forr i i

buildi;gz iiygziiiz ézd brick constryctlon of this school make it one of the most imposi

R ok surfazz %e. Characterl%ed.by Classical details, a massive effect and z riZﬁne
e g blexture, the building has two consecutively projecting facade pavili e
i p cnntras;.togihee rgoied iacade pediment and highly articulated wallosurfacesp g

: re rick body of the struct i i i '
e ' ' ure is provided by 1 i i
nd trim, yellow brick accent trim and painted metal cornice and frieZe :?eiﬁznzaizils,Tilntels
3 e

appearance of the building has b
. een somewhat altered by the igid
sash and doors with inappropriate substitutes. é B

Light

P

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history-and how the
building relates to the development of the community.
A parish school of the French Canadian church of Notre Dame, wWas operated in Southbridge by
the Sisters of St. Anne from 1881 until 1889. 1In 1891 the school was resumed unhder the care
of a group of sisters of the Assumption of Nicolet. During these early years, the school and
convent were both housed in 2 single building (on the site of the convent north of the present
building) next to the original Notre Dame Church (no longer standing) on Pine §treet. The
school had a student population of about 500 in 1891. By 1899 the number: had 1ncFeased EG
740 with twelve nuns as teachers. In that year it was decided that 2 separate school was
needed. The present building was built at a total cost of about $40,000: $5,000 for tbe land
and 531,869 for construction. The first and second floors contained six classrooms ea;n.
A chapel with a capacity of 800 to 900 occupied the third floor. For several ygars this
chapel was used by the parish each Sunday for masses for children because the cnu?ch was.n9t
large enough to hold all its members before the creation of a second French Canadian parish

(Sacred Heart) in 1908.

The new school was named Academie Brochu in honor of Msgr. George Elzear Brochu, pastor'of
Notre Dame Church, who made 1its construction possible by contributions frow his ?wn savings-
Brochu was a strong-willed man who was determined to see the children in his pgrlsh ¥ece1ve

a proper Christian education. Many of the parishioners did not see the value 1n hav%ng a
parish school. At the time most of the parisiohers were mill workers and yanted their childre
to work as soon as possible to help support the family. Brochu saw educatlon gs ? way to esCi
being economically dependant upon +he mills. Brochu also actively a@vocat?d the idea that

being a good Catholic meant being an active citizen. He played an important role Fip el NS
forming the French1Canadian community into the Franco-American community.

" BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES '

maps, atlases . ' . .
Gatineau,\FeliX. Histoire des Franc¢rAmericains de Southbridee. Framingham:

Lakeview Press, 1919
Builders' Weekly, Yok, TIL, #13, P 9, 12/24/1898
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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PROPERTY Academie Brochu
NAME:
MULTIPLE Southbridge MRA
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY:

DATE RECEIVED: 5/15/89
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/16/89
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ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM./CRITERIA

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET
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DATE
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45TH DAY:

LANDSCAPE:
PERIOD:
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N
N NATIONAL:
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294




