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312 

Town Southbridge 

Address 56 Everett Street 

Historic Name LaCroix-Mosher House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", blacic and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of fonn. 

x^ 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical- features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). v 
Indicate north 

Use: Present r es iden t i a l 

Original r e s iden t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 190A-1907 

Source maps, d i rec to r i e s , v i sua l analysis 

Style Colonial Revival 

Architect George n. Clemence 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbui iidings JXVgQ^C. mh^M^O.{A 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition Good 

Moved Kk) Date -ydcy 
Acreage Oni! QpO;. jg^S 

Setting transitional residential/commercial 

area 

UTM REFERENCE \1 M A S V ^ O / A G G ] O  

USGS QUADRANGLE SOlttfttX/NxSS ^G^)0  

SCALE f \ Z^^ OOP - " 

Recorded by E . Woodford, S. Ceccacci 
ed. S. Ceccacci  

Organization Snnthbrldee H i s t o r i c a l Com-
mission 

Date May 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 

The L a C r o i x - r i o s h e r House i!3/ s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e 
t o w n ' s \A^t€l( |d4ll | fia*)f3ith c e n t u r y r e a i e s t a t e d e v e l o p m e n t and. i t s s t y l i s h 
C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l d e s i g n . I t m e e t s N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A a n d C 
a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l a n d r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d o n t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 
c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the comraunity. 
This large imposing Colonial Revival house i s one of the few grand houses of i t s type from 
the turn of the century which are s t i l l i n t a c t i n Southbridge today. Another large, elegant 
Colonial Revival residence was b u i l t about the same period on Elm Street next to the Town Hall 
by CA. Paige. That house i s no longer i n t a c t , a modern o f f i c e building has been attached to 
i t s front.' The Albert B. Wells House (ca. 1904, Daniel H. Burnham, Chicago) i n the Main Stree-
Historic D i s t r i c t i s the only other existing house of comparable size, design or importance. 

Characteristic of the f i n e s t Colonial Revival mansions of the day, t h i s house i s broad i n i t s 
design with an expansive hip roof, elegant dormers with swan's neck broken pediments, large 
windows, deep porch and Classical ornamental d e t a i l s . Less common but not unusual for the 
st y l e i s the broad c y l i n d r i c a l two story corner bay. 

S i m i l a r i t i e s between th i s house and large Colonial Revival houses i n Worcester designed by the 
well-known Worcester architect George H. Clemence, suggest that Clemence may have been the 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local '(^%tS%i4^^!orran^1fmJ the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
The LaCroix-Mosher House was b u i l t by Joseph LaCroix, who became the president of the Hyde 
Manufacturing Company i n 1897. Founded by J. P. Hyde about 1875, the company made knives 
i n competition with other Southbridge cutlery firms Harrington Cutlery and Stephen Richard. 
Like i t s competitors, the company prospered. 

LaCroix had f i r s t worked with Stephen Richard and had even l i v e d for more than a year with 
the Richard family. About 1885 he was persuaded to j o i n Hyde's Company, bringing many of 
Richard's tempering secrets with him. By 1894 he had gained one-eighth interest i n the compan} 
Hyde sold most of his stock i n the company i n 1897 to LaCroix and Myron B. Clemence. After 
Hyde's death i n 1897 the company continued to prosper. 

I n 1905 LaCroix's son, Arthur, age twenty-one was made an o f f i c e r i n the company which employee 
about 38 and produced some 1800 knives a day. The son appears to have b u i l t a house next door 
at 44 Everett Street around 1910-1915. Some time during the 1920's Joseph LaCroix sold his 
house and both the father and son occupied the house next door. During the l a t e 1920's and 
1930's, 52 Everett Street was occupied by I r a Mosher who became a vice president, general, 
manager and treasurer of American Optical Company. 

This house was b u i l t as an extension of the suburban estate d i s t r i c t which had existed since 
the early—19th century along the section of Main Street east of the central business d i s t r i c t . 
During the early—20th century members of the town's important families and i n d u s t r i a l i s t s 

. occupied houses i n that section. /r. ^ . . ,̂ N 
(See Continuation Sheet) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
maps, atlases, directories 
Pankiewicz, P h i l i p R. New England Cutlery, Hollytree Publications, 

ca. 1985, pp. 153-154. 

8/85 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conminity: 
Southbridge 

Form No: 
C-312 

Property Name: L^Croix-Mosher House 
56 Everett Street 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn whidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 
architect. During the 1890's Clemence kept an o f f i c e i n Southbridge as wel l as one i n 
Worcester. He also designed the Southbridge Armory, the Elm Street Fire House (form 
and most, i f not a l l , of the buildings for the Worcester and Southbridge Street Railway 
(1902-1903), including the Overlook Hotel i n Charlton. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

Everett Street was f i r s t developed around the 1860's with a few smaller houses. Development 
continued gradually i n the 1870's with middle class houses. By 1898 the section of the 
street which included t h i s l o t was s t i l l undeveloped, although the atlas shows that i t had beei 
divided i n t o l o t s . This was the only grand house ever to have been b u i l t here. 

Staple to Inventory form at botr.nm 



NPS Form \0000* 
(tot) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Parte Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Mo 102*001$ 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Southbridge MRA 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

51. Kinney, A., House 

Date/Signature 

Entered In tha f ^ e p e x y / A t ^ ^ ^ i ^ - ^ / A x ^ ^ y ^ / ^ ^ ^ 
national Hegiatas ' ^ ^ / 

.^aterel In K::a 
52. LaCroix—Mosher House >aa' flR ' J'-HX ^^~~^^^P^^^ 

Attest_ 

(hĈ e 

Attest 

^Af 

Ceeper_ 53. LaRochelle, Napoleon, Two-Family House /̂ ~Ke< . 
fintered i n tns 
National Begiatar Attest 

y ^A/ 

54. Maple Street Historic Di^trij^t^,, ^^r^\l ^ /-Keeper ^_y^y.tr-ly.—y'^'-^^X.^i-..^ _y A'^A^/ 

^ -'^s-lster At tes t 

55. Marcy, Mrs. R., House fintered in the /i tee 
national Begiatar 

Keeper 

Attest 

56. McKinstry, William, Jr., House 

• -f:, • ; • • l ia t i . - - :^! > , - i - . , r At tes t 

^eper y ^ ^ y y . ^ - - i ^ c . . < _ y T § y y ^ ^ 2 ^ ^ 

57. McKinstry, Wi l l i am, Farmhĉ iŝ e 

' National Register At tes t 

58. Morse, H . , House 

59. New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Passenger Depot lintered I n the 

Hatlonal Register Attest 

Eu'-rfii ;r,- /-Tegeper / J^^t^^'^^^'-'^'^-^'^-^^ ^ A ^ / f ^ 
Matiooai )î -•(X.̂ .̂•̂ v .. .. 

Attest 

60. Notre Dame Catholic Church y*^eper^ 

Hatioaai »e/:;:;tBr Attest 



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY LaCroix—Mosher House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Southbridge MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/15/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 5/31/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/16/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/29/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000524 

NOMINATOR: STATE . . 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: • 1^, , v s 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N i -
^ •*..> •^:.l. ^ Entered In the 

y ACCEPT RETURN ^REJECT _ ^ ^ _ ^ ^ _ ^ ^ D A T E MatloLl Heglster 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 

i 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294 


