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1. Name of Property 
historic name Newton Street School 
other nanies/site number 

2. Location 
I I not for publication" street & number Shelburne road 
I I vicinity city, town Greenf ie ld 

state Massachusetts code 025 C O U n t y F r a n k l i n code n i l zip codepi 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

I I private 

[x~l public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 

Category of Property 

H building(s) 

I I district 

• site 

I I structure ^ ' 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

- J 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register ^ 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

l i J nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my obinionn, the propefrty meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation shieet;.^ 

Signature of certifying official Q (f3 Date Y I 
Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission -i...,,. 
State or Federal agency and bureau State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, herabyTcertify that this property is: 

@ e n t e r e d in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

O other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use Newton Street School, Greenfield, Massachusetts 
' . . ^ L i ' 1 J - . ' I Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Educat ion 
^Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Soc ia l Humani tar ian 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Rennaissance Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

roof _ 
other. 

concrete 
b r i c k 

asphalt shingles 
a r t i f i c i a l stone decorative  
brackets, inscriptions, etc. 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The six-acre site of the Newton Street School is located near the Green River, 
at the western end of Greenfield. The land slopes gently to the east, toward 
the river. The school, the only building on the property, is set back 
approximately 50 feet from Route 2A, the Mohawk Trail, and approximately 130 
feet from Shelburne Road. The building faces east towards the center of 
Greenfield, and is surrounded by a playground. The property is bounded to the 
south by Route 2A, which approximately 1/2 mile east becomes Main Street. 
Recent commercial development has spread westward from downtown to the major 
north-south interstate. Route 91, running approximately 1/2 mile west of the 
property. The railroad also passes near the property, parallel to Route 2A to 
the south. A small stream feeding the Green River defines the meandering 
western boundary of the property. 

The Newton Street School, a Renaissance Revival-style brick building, is one 
story. Seven classrooms are arranged around two sides of a large common 
space, with service rooms located on the two other walls. A full basement is 
located under the toilets, with a slab on grade and partial crawl space under 
wood framing making up most of the foundation. 

The school's roof is composed of three sections of gabled, sloped roofs over 
the classrooms, and a flat, center section, with saw/tooth skylights, over the 
central common space. The sloped roof areas, although originally slate, are 
now shingled with asphalt. Brick gable ends, with curved peaks, define the 
building's four corners, with a fifth gable featured above the school's main 
entry at the east. Two wooden cupolas, a very tall brick chimney, and mariy 
metal ventilators are additional roofscape features. 

The original exterior brick wall fabric remains, as well as artificial stone 
quoins, brackets, and other decorative detailing. This use of decorative 
"stone" or precast detailing is perhaps the most distinquishing architectural 
feature of this wel1-designed building. The corners of the building are 
defined by precast quions, and many other decorative embellishments are built 
into the brick masonry. In the roof gable end above the central doorway, a 
molded round "stone" is inset, with the date and "Newton School" inscribed on 
it. In a similar fashion, centered in the corner gable ends are stone open 

[x~l See continuation sheet 
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Newton Street School 
Greenfield, Massachusetts 

Archaeology Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i t is 
possible that sites are present. Two known prehistoric sites have been 
recorded in the general area (within one mile) and several others are 
concentrated nearby along the Connecticut and Deerfield Rivers. The physical 
characteristics of the parcel, gently sloping land part ia l ly bordered by MiVl 
Brook on a terrace above the Green River near i t s confluence with the 
Deerfield and Connecticut Rivers, may have made this an attractive area for 
native settlement and subsistence ac t i v i t i es . In l i gh t of the size of the 
parcel (6 acres), i t s development and known site densities in riverine locales 
of the area, a moderate to high potential exists for locating prehistoric 
sites in this area. , ,r?^ 

There is signif icant historical archaeological potential within the property. 
Archaeological survey and testing could help determine whether or not 
structural remains or occupational-related features (trash p i t s , pr iv ies, and 
wells) exist of the Newton family sawmill and farm or iginal ly located on this 
s i te . Similar testing could also determine whether or not sheet refuse or 
sub-surface features exist in association "with di f ferent periods of the 
school's use. 

. - .^*; 's. 



8. Statement of Significance Ki<.w^„„ «;^r^o^^ «;^v,^»i nr-oo„ f . . . iH M^cca^h.,eo^^e 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

. I I nationally I I statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria f ^ A I |B ^ C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A ^ C Q F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Education 
Community Planning and Development 

Period of Significance 
1915 

Significant Dates 
1915 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Pi Architect/Builder 
H . L . McClean 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Newton Street School, Greenfield, in f u l f i l l i n g cr i ter ion A, was bu i l t in 
1915, during Greenfield's greatest period of social and economic growth. 
Greater civic awareness was accompanied by at least a partial acceptance of 

^ new ideas and methods. In this forward-thinking s p i r i t , the town supported a 
radical departure from typical grade school design: a single story structure 
bu i l t on grade. Although one-story elementary schools had been bu i l t in New 
York state, the Newton Street School design was unprecedented in western 

J Massachusetts at the time, and predates a trend by almost twenty years. The 
design of the building i t se l f merits National Register designation under 
Criterion C. The brick structure is well-balanced, with appealing decorative 
treatment, ski l led massing, fenestration, and composition. The building 
retains integr i ty of location, design, materials, workmanship, feel ing, and 
association and is signif icant on the local level . 

Of foremost historical significance is the fact that Greenfield experienced 
i t s largest increase in population and greatest economic success at the time 
this school was bu i l t . At the turn of the century, the town grew steadily: 
the machine tool industry thrived during World War I , and other shoe, paper, 
and wooden implement manufacturers were prospering. With this new ac t iv i t y , 
many workers moved into Greenfield, a number of whom were f i r s t generation 
immigrants, needing basic education. At this time, the state mandated greater 
public participation in the school system. This new school structure had to 
cope with the large numbers of new school children. In the 1910s and early 
1920s, Greenfield constructed six new elementary schools. Of the six, the 
Newton Street School was the f i r s t to recognize the needs of elementary school 
children, in i t s one-story orientation toward a generous outdoor playground 
and ball f i e ld s i te . In rejecting the typical two-story schoolhouse solution 
that was applied to a l l the other new schools in Greenfield, the building also 
provided for faster egress in the event of f i r e . 

nn See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References NPwron <irr-^^r s^h^^i n^^^^f,-^^^ Massachusetts 

Greenfield Gazette: February 20, 1915 #8 
February 27, 1915 #9 
March 6, 1915 #10 

Jenkins, Paul, The Conservative Rebel, Greenfield: Town of Greenfield, 1982. 

Kellogg, Lucy C., History of Greenfield, Vol. I l l , Greenfield, Town of Greenfield, 1931. 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Historic and Archaeological Resources of the 
Connecticut Valley , Boston: MHC, 1984. 

Town of Greenfield, 163rd Annual Report, 1915. 

Withey, Eliza F. & Henry F., Biographical Dictionary of American Krchxtect^l 'Los Angeles: 
New Age Publishing Co., 1956. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings t f 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
I I State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency . -visj«,i 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other ; 
Specify repository: 

10. Geograptilcal Data 
Acreage of property SIX arrps 

UTM References 
A l l 18 I Ifi I9 IS I 71 n nl 1̂  17 h 17 I/. r> n I 

Zone Easting Northing 

C li 18 I I fil 71 ?i d I A; 7I l l 7I 9i «i nl 

B I ll 8l I ftl ^ a 2i d U :̂  I1 7l I1 d 
Zone Easting Northing 

D I I I I I . I I I I I ' J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The school i s situated on the crest of a k n o l l , facing East. The property is 
bounded on the North and East by Shelburne Road, which i s adjacent to the Green River. 
M i l l Brook runs from the West to the East defining the North and West boundary, and 
the Southern edge i s delineated by Newton Street, which i s now called the Mohawk ^ 
T r a i l , or Route 2A. ' 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
Boundary i s drawn to include the parcel of land on which the school was b u i l t , ' 
approximately 6 acres. I t i s the only open land i n the area; the Northern ' 
boundary is defined by the M i l l Brook, which i s adjacent to a resi d e n t i a l 
neighborhood, i t i s adjacent on the West and South to Commercial development, ?M ' ' ; 
and the street which follows the Green River defines the Eastern edge. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Margo Jones, AIA & Stephanie W i l l i s , w/Betsy Friedberg, N a t ' l . Reg. Direc tor , MHC 
organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
street & number 80 Boylston Street 

£jate January 1987 

city or town Boston 
telephone 
state MA 

(617) 727-8470 
zip code 02116 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Nuinber; 

Newton Street School 
Property Name 

88001907 Date L i s t e d : 

Franklin 
County 

N/A 

Multiple Name 

10/27/88 

MA 
State 

This property i s l i s t e d in the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
i n the nomination documentation. 

the Keeper Date of of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Current Function: "Social/humanitarian" i s not an ap p l i c a b l e 
c u r r e n t f u n c t i o n . "Recreation and Cu l t u r e " i s the appropriate 
c u r r e n t f u n c t i o n . 

This i n f o r m a t i o n was confirmed w i t h Betsy Friedberg, MASHPO, by 
telephone on the date of l i s t i n g . 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR : - ^ 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE % 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET J 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Newton S t r e e t School =, 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE • ' 
NAME: i 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, F r a n k l i n ." 

DATE RECEIVED: 9/12/88 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/27/88 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 10/13/88 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/27/88 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 88001907 f / 

NOMINATOR: STATE ' " <̂  

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: Y LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y 

COMMEIffT WAIVER: N 

J^^ACCEPT RETURN REJECT / ^ j^'^ATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 6i(iCe..fC;^^ )4^Ci 
REVIEWER -^^^J: ^ 
DISCIPLINE QArA.yJ^^/k/^rJ2Ji Wf^S/tW. -
DATE /g/^v^/^/ U . • 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR(Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
"materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below ; 

Specific dates * Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) J ' 

summary paragraph « 
completeness \ , 
clarity -^'i' "^ ' .'-ff ̂  • 
applicable c r i t e r i a \ -"ŝ ^ i^iW^ r"-;*'' 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked f 
relating significance to the resource \ -T̂  w » - %r f^^rjss 
context . * 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception ^ 
other ' ' ' 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS ~ ^~ 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed ' Date 
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KECEIVEO 

SEP 1 2 1988 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

September 7, 7988 

Carol Shuil 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shuil: ' ^ -

Er.closed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Greenfield. East Main/High Street Historic District ] 

Greenfield. Main Street Historic District - 4 ' L 

Greenfield, Newton Street School 

Ludlow, Ludlow Center Historic District 

We would like to request an expedited review for Ludlow. 

'^'sL'^^c^^^^^^ and have been signed by the State 
consideration 30-75 days befS;e lL??na TAl^ '^ of pending State ReJiew Bwrd 
No conments have been feceived to da!^ ^ ̂""̂  "̂ ""̂  ^̂ ^̂ ''̂ ^̂  the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely. 

Betsy friedberg 
National Register Director 

Massachusetts Historical Comnission , 4 
BF/bq '' 

Enclosure 

Office of the Secretary of State. Michael J. Connolly..S.creto7^ 


