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(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1 . N a m e of P r o p e r t y 

historic name Chester Center Historic District 
other names/site number 

2 . L o c a t i o n 
I not (or publication street & number Skyline Trail at Lyman and Rrnnlpy Roafl<; 

,1 ' j \ I vicinity city, town Chester 
state MA code Q;>h county H^smpHpn code 013 zip code QiQii 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 

[ 3 private 

[ 3 public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I building(s) 

f x ] district 

• site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

—7 
-1 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

. H/A 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

_ _ _ _ _ objects 

9 Q Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register Q 

-4-

4. S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, .the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 

Fxpnit ive Director 
Date 

Massachusetts H is to r i ra l Comission: 
State Of Federal agency and bureau State His tor ic Preservation Of f icer 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nat ion. ' i ! P a r k S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I, Kereby, certify that this property is: 

[ ^ n I entered in the National Register. 

• I See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the National 

Register, • j s e e continuation sheet. 

[ • d e t e r m i n e d not eligible for the 

National Register. 

• removed from the National Register. 

• other, (explain:) 

: i i n tho 
Begistei; 

Signature of the Keeper Dale of Action 



6. Function or Use Chester Center Historic Disrrir.r, Chpsfpr, Ma.;.;arh.iQ>>ttrs 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/single dwelling 
Education/school 
Religion/religious structure 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Doinestic/singlp dwell ing 
— n o t in use/vacant 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

New England Colonial 
Federal 
Greek Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

roof _ 
other 

stone 
wood 

asphalt 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Chester Center Historic District is a village covering approximately 15 
acres in the town of Chester in the foothills of the Hoosac Range west of the 
Connecticut River. It is locatea in the upland, central portion of the town 
lying iDetween the tributaries of the VVestfield River, the West and Middle 
Branches, at the juncture of tne town's primary nortii-south corridor. Its 
isolated, h i l l t o p setting was the preferred location for meetinghouses in 
inland towns, and the meetinghouse village survives, intact. Only five 
builaings make up the d i s t r i c t , the First Congregational Church, the town's 
burying grouixi, i t s f i r s t school, one house dating to i n i t i a l settlement and 
two to the Federal period. All are well maintained and represent inportant 
exarpies of early iNew Englana architecture; each is describea oelow. 

First Congregational Qiurch, IS'JO, Skyline Trail and Lyman Road. Chester's 
First Congregational Church is an exceptional exairple of the Greek Revival 
mode in ecclesiastical architecture, well known in the Cdnmonwealth's rural 
comnunities. The frame meetinghouse is a gabled block of a single story, with 
entry into tne gaole end flushboard facade. That entry is recessed, and 
screened by Doric columns ii i ant is, whose entablature exterxis arourxa the 
church's cornice. Above the entry a two-stage belfry enploys re-entrant 
corners and a dome lantern supporteu by eight columns. The nave plan interior 
is heated by two stoves on the sanctuary vvail, and the balcony/choirstalI is 
reaci^ied by two sets of curved stairs in thd vestiuule. The aesign is I i n k ^ 
to the New fvlarIborough Church of 1339 attributea to Henry A. Sykes of 
Suffiela, CT, who studied with Oiauncy Shepnard and Ithiei Town. 

Chester Burying Ground, from 1769, Skyline T r a i l . The town's Burying Ground 
was provided for in the eight-acre lot set aside for public functions at the 
town's foundir»g. Its earliest stone dates to 1769, and its stone wall dates 
to 1840, when the foundation for the church was reused here. 

Rev. Aaron Bascom House, 1769, Skyline Trail at Bromley Road. Tliis house is 
associated with tne town's f i r s t sett led minister. The large, two-story gable 
roof block conforms well to the eighteenth century houseform characterizea by 
a large center chimney, and five-bay bilaterally symmetrical facade. O-nament 
focuses on the center entry with a sinple entablature and sidelights, and the 
windows retain their 12/12 and 12/8 sash. The plan incorporates a total of U 
rooms, some panelled, clustered around the fireplaces, and a lobby entry. 

[ ^ S e e continuation sheet 
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SearIes House, 1787, Skyline Trail and Bromley Road. This smali house is a 
story and a half, central chimney, hall and parlor house with a rear shed 
roofed addition, its facade is a symnetrical ly arranged three bays vi^ith 
transom over the door, 12/12 sash, and siiiall transom-like lights under the 
cornice to light the upper story. Tne screened-in porch on tne west is a 
later addition. 

Chester Centre School House, I79S, Skyline Trail at Lyman Road. This school is 
an unusual survival of a large iSth century school, two stories in height 
under a gable roof. Tne west or road front was changed wlien the school was 
used as a flrehouse during the 1950s aiTd I9G03, with the addition of a large 
garage door and rearrangement of the openings on the f i r s t floor. I t retains 
hovvever a small gabled e l l housing a woodsiied and double privy. 

Dr. Anson Boies i-louse, 1810, Skyline Trail and Lyman Road. This itiportant 
nouse was b u i l t by Rev. Bascom for his daughter on her marriage to Dr. Boies. 
It is a large two-story hip-roofed block with a lower two-story e l l to the 
west. Its bilaterally symroitrical facade incorporates many ambitious 
embellishments including a denticular cornice and coins; t.he buildii>g retains 
12/12 sash. Its entry is a late and sinplified variation of the flat-top 
Connecticut Valley doorway, incorporating full-length pilasters and a 
cofipressed entablature with pulvinated frieze. In plan i t utilizes the 
fashionable coinbinat ion of center passage and double interior chirmies. A 
porch once ran across the front of the house, and a later one has been added 
on the east. 

Arciiaeo I og i ca I Potential 

While no prehistoric sites are recorded within the d i s t r i c t or in the general 
area, i t is possible that sites are present. Chester Center is located in 
uplands between the Wast Branch and the Middle Branch of the Vi/estfield River. 
Locally, the village is surrounded by numerous brooks and wetlands wliich would 
have provided seasonally variea resources attractive for native settlement and 
subsistence. Vr\e d i s t r i c t size (15 acres) and the minimal historic 
development may indicate that sites s t i l l remain. Any surviving sites would 
be important in documenting patterns ot prehistoric occupation within the town 
and in t-he West fi e Id River arainage. 

There is also significant historic archaeological potential within the 
d i s t r i c t . JVkjch of tne original iSth century village center s t i i l remains with 
l i t t l e (30st I3'40 deveiopiient. Archaeological survey and testing could help to 
locate features (trash p i t s , privies, wells) associated with surviving 
structures, as well as structures which may have been destroyed. Any 
survivmg archaeological remains could be important in defining the social, 
cultural and economic structure of the settlement prior to the coming of the 
railroxl 



8. Statement of Significance Chester Center H i s t o r i c D^St i^ ict . Chester , Massachusetts 
Certifying official has considered the significance ot this property in relation to other properties: 

[^nationally CZlstatewide [xHlocally . , 

Applicable National Register Criteria ( K J A [ X H C | | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ I J A ^ C Q F Q G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

architecture —1760 18t\2 community develnptnent and p lann ing 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

—Henry A. Sykes, Suffield, Connecticut 

state significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Qiester Center Historic District is a small, we 11-preserveu village of 
residences and institutional buildings dating between the tovim's settlement 
in 1763 and the coming of the railroad in 1842. It is located near the 
geographic center of the town of Chester, on and adjacent to land set aside 
for the community's public spaces and serving as it s civic focus. Hie 
architecture of the village incltjdes inportant exartples of New England 
Colonial, Federal, and Greek Revival styles in an exceptional rural 
environment. The village retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. It ineets c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the r<Jational Register of Historic Places on the local level. 

Chester is located in tiie Berkshire h i l l s of western fviassachusetts, an area 
not permanently settled by colonials until the second half of the eighteenth 
century. The French and Indian Wars of the period left the area open to 
attacks from hostile fJative Anerican groups until the Treaty of Aix 
LaChappelle was signed in 1753. That year a land division and auction 
divided the area of Plantation No. 9, one of ten plantations established by 
the General Court the year before to raise revenues. The primary investors 
laid out 100- acre lots in the area now known as Chester and Huntington, 
reserving a portion of centrally located lot nunPer eighteen as the site for 
the meetinghouse and txjrying and training ground. 

»i/hi le some settlerient might have preceded division, occLpation began in 
earnest as purchasers moved to their large lots and began to cultivate the 
so i l , raise cattle and sheep, and build tneir homes ana farm buiioings. 
fy/iany of the settlers were Scots-Irish, and had resided previously in towns 
to tne south and east in tne Connecticut Valley. By 1765, tne area Included 
a population of 405, divided among about eighty families. Tne area was 
incorporated as the town of i^lurrayf ield that same year. The meet inglx>use 
was the focus for town civic as well as religious activities, and 
construction of the First Congregational meet Lighouse took place between 

[xJSee continuation sheet 
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Hamlin, T a l b o t t . Greek Revival A r c h i t e c t u r e i n America. Reprint of 1944. New York: 
Dover P u b l i c a t i o n s I n c . , 1964. 
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Typescript on f i l e a t the Massachusetts 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[ I ] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
n previously listed in the National Register 
Q previously determined eligible by the National Register 
0 designated a National Historic Landmark 
n recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
1 I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

CI]See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: . 
Cx] State historic preservation office 
Q Other Slate agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

Massachusett.'j Historical Commission 

10. Geographical Data 

15 acres Acreage of property 
Quad- C h e s t e r 

UTM References 
A I l 8 I I 6 l 7 i l l 2 i l i 0 l 

Zone Easting 

C l l I B I l6 l7 i l IO I 6 IO I 

Scale- 1:24000 

l4 i6 l8 i 4 l l i3 lOl 
Northing 

I 4 i 6 l 8 i 3 l 7 i 2 i 0 l 

B L i i S j I 6 | 7 i l | 3 . 0 i 0 | | 4 i 6 | 8 i 3 | 7 | 8 | 0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

D [ L i S l I 6 | 7 i 0 l 9 i 7 i 0 l | 4 i 6 | 8 i 4 | 0 i 7 i 0 | 

Q S e e continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The boundaries of the Nation a l Register designation f o r the Chester Center H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t are o u t l i n e d on the attached Chester Assessors Map. They run along the property 
l i n e s f o r l o t 40, 41, and 54, and include p o r t i o n s of l o t s 45 and 55, f o l l o w i n g a l i n e 
of convenience approximately 200 fe e t behind the b u i l d i n g s on those l o t s . 

O S e e continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the Chester Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t include a l l p ortions of the 

lots associated with the nominated properties. The district's boundaries are limited 
by the topoqraphy of its location. The district incliides all the buildings situated 
on the sumnit of a h i l l (elevation 1,237 feet). Outside the district, the h i l l drops 
off sharply in all directions. 

Q S e e continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Chester Historical—Commission w i t h C l a i r e Dempspy 
organization M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i r a l Commi s s i o n 
street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e p t 
city or tov^n B o s t o n 

date J u l y 13. 1987 
telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 727-8470 
stateMassachusetts zip code 02116 
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1763 and 1773. Tne meetinghouse was to measure US by 40 feet witn 20-foot 
posts. At the saiTie time a large iirposing home was bui l t for the town's 
f i r s t minister, Rev. Aaron Bascom, who was settled with the ctiurch in 1769. 
The minister received a portion of lot 18 with his settlement, while eight 
acres were set aside for the training f i e l d and burying ground. The 
earliest stone in the burying ground dates to I7SS. 

The town grew rapidly during the last years of the eighteentli century, 
totalling 1,542 residents by i800. Settlement remained dispersed, however, 
as agriculture and husbandry continued as the primary livelihoods. Houses 
were constructed along the priinary roads, and tiny hamlets grevv up at mill 
sites along the Middle Branch at fJorth Chester, DayviIle, and L i t t l e v i l l e , 
as v/eil as at Oiester Factories on the Vi/est Branch. At Chester Center, 
Zenas Searles built a house, in 1787, and the schoolhouse was constructed on 
public la.nd at the edge of the burying ground in 1796. Tne meetinghouse was 
rebuilt in 1794, and as illustrated tiie next year was a two story structure 
with entry at the center of its long three oay wall. A third liouse was 
built in the village, in 1810, for tne Reverend's aaugncer, a fashionable 
large awelIing. 

The town experienced the prosperity tnat characterized tne Cbitinonvveal th at 
large during the earl/ years of the nineteenth century. In addition to the 
processing of wood products, the town becaine an inportant tanning center 
with tlie growth of the Haqpden Leather f.lanufactory, an»d the Chester Glass 
Cbrrpanies at the mill village that became known as Chester Factories. The 
expansion tiiere, as wall as at the Middle Branch villages, took place at the 
expense of Giester Village. Tie eighth I'^tassachusetts Turnpike was 
constructed to bypass the old tov/n center in 1800, and in 1842 the Western 
Railroad paralleled its route. The First Congregational Church was rebuilt 
in 1840 in an ambitious Greek Revival form but the focus of the town had 
shifted west. VVitn the continued prosperity of tarining and tne emergence of 
emery as a significant town export, Chester Factories became the functional 
civic as well as an economic center. The last town meetings were iield in 
Giester Center in 1855. With econanic development occurring in tne mill 
Villages, no additional builoing took place in Chester Village, and so i t 
rariains a rerrjarkably intact exarrple of small meetinghouse village of tne 
early nineteenth century. 



District Data Sheet 
Qiester Center Historic 

Map # MC # Name 

I Al First Congregational 
Qiurch 

Address 

Sky Iine Tra i I and 
Lyman Road 

Date of 
Construct ion 
1840 ' 

Style 

Greek Revival 

Status/Resource 

C/B 

3 

4 

803 Qiester £3urying 
Ground 
Stone V/a 1 I 

A3 Rev. Aaron Bascom 
House and o f f i c e 

A5 Searles House 

Sky Iine Tra i 1 

Sky 1 i ne Tra i I aixi 
Bromley Rd. 

Sky I i ne Tra i I and 
Bromley Rd. 

1767 

1840 

1769 

1787 

tJew England 
Colonial 

- New Engl and 
Co I on i a I '.; 

C/Si-

C/St 

C/2B 

C/Q 

5 AS Chester Center 
School House 

A2 Dr. Anson Boies Ibusc 
and Barn 

SkyIine TraiI at 1796 
Lyman Rd. 

SkyIine Trai1 and 1810 
Lyman Rd. , 

Federal 

FederaI 

"f C/B n 

C/28 

KEY-Status 
C i s contribut ing 
t-IC is non-contributing 

KEY-Resource 
B is buiIding 
Si is site ,̂ : 
St is structure 

p. 

"%•• 
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Chester Center Historic District 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
CH nomination by [jerson or local government 
• owner objection 
im appeal 

Substantive Review: d ! sample IZ] request 

Working No. 
JAN 2 5 i988 

Fed. Reg. Date: , ^ ^ ' , 
Date Due: .^/^ 3/•r'J^ - :S/^c A ^ 

• 

^-=£rA6:EPT 
RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

Federal Agency:, 

appeal LZI NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

una Itered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
n completeness 
• clarity 
1 I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
HH completeness 
• clarity 
EH applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

EH Maps 
EH Photographs 
EH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
Slate Historic Preservation Officer 

January 19, 1988 

Carol S i i u l l 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Seivice 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the ncmination forms for the following properties: 

Chester, Chester Center His t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Skyline T r a i l 

Needham, Israel Whitney House, 963 Central Avenue 

Shirley, James Parker House, R.R. 1, Box 39 Center Road 

They have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer. Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Cotrmission 

BF/es 

Enclosure 

JAN 2 5 1988 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


