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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions ‘iﬁ’guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ‘‘x'" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ““N/A™ for *‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
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1. Name of Property

historic name Chester Center Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Skyline Trail at lyman and Bromley Roads N padnot for publication

city, town Chester N vicinity

state MA code (7h county  Hamnden code 013 zip code (1011

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[E private E] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
m public-local DZ] district 7 buildings
[:] public-State D site ] sites
I:] public-Federal D structure 1 structures
] object objects
9 o Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register __ ¢

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination Drequesl for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my oplnlon the property [X)meets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ]see continuation sheet.

A s Apai N 0 1ALC W\ \‘ﬂ%@

Signature of certilying official Dale

Executive Director Massachusetts Historical Commissiong
State or Federal agency and bureau  State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ]see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register. )%L 7 wrcd in the ’
[ ] see continuation sheet. & . W;%/ lonnl Beglistexr X~k 5
7 7

[:]determined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.

[:]delermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[:]other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Chester Center Hi
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling
Education/school

el il an) el iad |

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

— Domestic/single dwelling
—hotinusefvacart—M8M

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

New an'lanrl Colonial
Federal
Greek Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls wood
roof asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Chester Center Historic District is a village covering approximately 15
acres in the town of Chester in the foothills of the Hoosac Range west of. the
Connecticut River. It is locatea in the upland, central portion of the town
lying between the tributaries of the Westfieid River, the West and Middle
Branches, at the juncture of the town's primary north-south corridor. Its
1solated, hilltop setting was the preferred location for meetinghouses in
inland towns, and the meetinghouse village survives, intact. Oniy five
buildings make up the district, the First Congregational Church, the town's
burying ground, its first school, one house dating to initial settlement and
two to the Federal period. All are well maintained and represent important
exanpies of early New England architecture; each is described pelow.

First Congregational Church, 1840, Skyliine Trail and Lyman Road. Chester's
First Congregational Church is an exceptional example of the Greek Revival

mode in ecclesiastical architecture,

known in the Commonwealth's rural

communities. The frame meetinghouse is a gabled block of a single story, with
entry into the gable end flushboard facade. That entry iIs recessed, and
screened Dy Doric colums in antis, whose entablature extends around the
churcn's cornice. Above the entry a two-stage belfry employs re-entrant
corners and a dome lantern supported by eight colums. The nave plan interior
is heated by two stoves on the sanctuary walil, and the balcony/choirstall is
reached by two sets of curved stairs in thed vestibule. The design is |inked
to the New Marlborough Church of 1839 attributed to Henry A. Sykes of
Suffiela, CT, who studied with Chauncy Shepnard and Ithiel Town.

Chester Burying Ground, from 1769, Skyline Trail. The town's Burying Ground
was provided for in the eight-acre lot set aside for public functions at the
town's founding. Its earliest stone dates to 1769, and its stone wall dates
to 1840, when the foundation for the church was reused here.

Rev. Aaron Bascom House, 1769, Skyline Trail at Bromley Road. This house is
associated with the town's first settied minister. The large, two-story gable

roof block conforms well to the eighteenth century houseform characterized by
a large center chimney, and five-bay bilateraliy symmetrical facade. Ornament

focuses on the center entry with a simple entablature and sidelights, and the
windows retain their 12/12 and 12/8 sash. The plan incorporates a total of 4

rooms, some panelled, clustered around the fireplaces, and a lobby entry.

&]See continuation sheet
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Searles House, 1787, Skyline Trail and Bromley Road. This smali house is a
story and a half, central chimney, hall and parlor house with a rear sheu
roofed addition. Its facade is a symmetrically arranged three bays with
transom over the door, i12/12 sash, and small transom-like |ights under the
cornice to light the upper story. Tne screened-in porcn on the west is a
later addition.

Chester Centre School House, 1796, Skyline Traii at Lyman Road. This school is
an unusual survival of a large i8th century school, two stories in heignt
under a gable roof. The west or road front was changed when the school was
used as a firehouse during the 1950s and 1960s, with the addition of a large
garage door and rearrangement of the openings on the first floor. It retains
however a small ganled 211 housing a woodshed and double privy.

Dr. Anson Boies House, 1810, Skyline Trail and Lyman Road. This important
house was built by Rev. Bascom for his daughter on her marriage to Dr. Boies.
It is a large two-story hip-roofed block with a lower two-story ell to tne
west. |Its pilaterally symmetrical facade incorporates many ambitious
emoel | ishments including a denticular cornice and coins; the bullding retains

i2/12 sash. Its entry is a late and simplified variation of the flat-top
Connecticut Valley doorway, incorporating full-length pilasters and a
compressed entablature with pulvinated frieze. In plan it utilizes the

fashionable combination of center passage and douple interior chimnies. A
porch once ran across the front of the house, and a later one has been added
on the east.

Arcnaeological Potential

While no prehistoric sites are recorded within the district or in the general
area, it is possible that sites are present. CThester Center is located in
Juplands between the West Branch and the Middle Branch of the Westfield River.
Locally, the village is surrounded by numerous brooks and wetlands which would
have provided seasonally varieu resources attractive for native settiement and
subsistence. The district size (15 acres) and the minimal historic
development may indicate that sites still remain. Any surviving sites wouid
be nportant in documenting patterns of prehistoric occupation within the town
and in the Westfield River drainage.

Tnere is also significant historic archaeoiogical potential within the
district. nNuch of the original 18th century village center stiil remains with
little post 840 development. Archaeological survey and testing could heip to
locate features {trash pits, privies, wells) associated with surviving
structures, as wall as structures which may have been destroyed. Any
surviving archaeological remains could be Important in dgefining the social,

cq%tural and economic structure of the settlement prior to the coming of the
rai lrol



8. Statement of Significance  chacter Conter Historic District, Chester, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally [:| statewide 'X—_] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria A []B ¢ [Ip
Criteria Consideralions (Exceptions) [:] A L__] B D c [Jo [Je [:] F [:] G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
architecture 1760-1842

____community development and planning

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

" A Syl Suffield. C y

State signilicance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Chester Center Historic District is a small, well-preserved village of
residences and institutional buildings dating between the town's settlement
in 1763 and the coming of the railroad in 1842. It is located near the
geographic center of the town of Chester, on and adjacent to land set aside
for the community's puolic spaces and serving as its civic focus. The
architecture of the village inciudes important exanmples of New England
Colonial, Federal, and Greek Revival styles in an exceptional rural
environment. The village retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. |t imeets criteria A and C
of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

Chester is located in the Berkshire hills of western Massachusetts, an area
not permanentiy settled by colonials until the second half of the eighteenth
Century. The French and Indian Wars of the period left the area open to
attacks from hostile Native American groups until the Treaty of Aix
LaChappelle was signed in 1763. That year a land division and auction
divided the area of Plantation No. 9, one of ten plantations established by
the General Court the year oefore to raise revenues. The primary investors
laid out 100- acre lots in the area now known as Chester and Huntington,
reserving a portion of centrally located lot number eignteen as the site for
the meetinghouse and burying and training ground.

while some settlement mignht have preceded division, occupation began in
earnest as purchasers moved to their iarge lots and began to cultivate the
soil, raise cattle and sheep, and build their homes and farm buiiaings.

Many of the settlers were Scots-Irish, and had resided previously in towns
to the south and east in tne Connecticut Valley. By 1765, the area included
a population of 405, divided among about eighty families. The area was
Incorporated as the town of iMurrayfield that same year. The meetinghouse
was the focus for town civic as well as religious activities, and
construction of the First Congregational meetinghouse took place between

m See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References Chester Center Historic District, Chester, Massachusetts

Hamlin, Talbott. Greek Revival Architecture in America. Reprint of 1944. New York:
Dover Publications Inc., 1964.

Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

Miller, Amelia F., Connecticut Valley Doorways: An Eighteenth Century Flowering.
Dublin Seminar for New England Folklife Occasional Publication No. 1. Boston:
Boston University Press, 1983.

Zimmerman, Sarah et al. Chester Town Report. Typescript on file at the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, 1982.

l:]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:lpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [E State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [ ]other State agency
[:]previously determined eligible by the National Register [:]Federal agency
Ddesignaled a National Historic Landmark [:] Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings [:]Universily
Survey # D Other
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Commission

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property __15 acres

Quad- Chester Scale— 1:24000
UTM References
Al1g | l6l7.112,1,0] |4.6[8,4]1,3,0] B|1,8] 6]7,1|3,0,0] [4,6(8,3|7,8,0]
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Cc1.8] l6l711]016,0] 4.618,3]7,2,0] D|1,8] |6/7,0]9,7,0] |4,6]8,4]|0,7,0]

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the National Register designation for the Chester Center Historic
District are outlined on the attached Chestor Assessors Map. They run along the property
lines for lot 40, 41, and 54, and include portions of lots 45 and 55, following a line
of convenience approximately 200 feet behind the buildings on those lots.

E]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundaries of the Chester Center Historic District include all portions of the
lots associated with the nominated properties. The district's boundaries are linited
by the topography of its location. The district includes all the buildings situated
on the summit of a hill (elevation 1,237 feet). Outside the district, the hill drops

off sharply in all directions.
D See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title _Chester Historical Commission with Claire Dempsey

organization _ Massachusetts Historical Commission date _July 13, 1987

street & number _80 Boylston Street telephone _ (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston stateMassachusetts zip code 02116
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1763 and 1773. The meetinghouse was to measure 45 by 40 feet witn 20-foot
posts. At the same time a large imposing home was built for the town's
first minister, Rev. Aaron Bascom, who was settled with the church in 1769.
IThe minister received a portion of iot 18 with his settiement, while eignt
acres were set aside for the training field and burying ground. The
eariiest stone in the burying ground dates to 1769.

The town grew rapidiy during the last years of the eighteenth century,
totalling 1,542 residents Dy 1800. Settlement remained dispersed, however,
as agriculture and husbandry continued as the primary livelihoods. Houses
were constructad along the primary roads, and tiny hamlets grew up at mill
sites along the Middle Branch at North Chester, Dayville, and Littleville,
as weil as at Chester Factories on the West Branch. At Chester Center,
Zenas Searles pbuilt a house, in 1787, and the schoolhouse was constructed on
pubdlic land at the edge of the burying ground in 1796. The meetinghouse was
rebuilt in 1794, and as 1llustrated the next year was a two story structure
with entry at the center of its long three nay wall. A third house was
built in the viilage, in 1810, for the Reverend's caugnter, a fashionable
large dwelling.

The town experienced the prosperity that characterized the Commonwealth at
large during the 2arly years of the nineteenth century. In addition to the
processing of wood nroducts, the town became an important tanning center
with the growth of the Hampden Leather Manufactory, and the Chester Glass
Companies at the mili village that became known as Chester Factories. The
expansion there, as well as at the Middle Branch villages, took place at the
expense of Chester Village. The eignhth Massachusetts Turnpike was
constructed to bypass the old town center in 1800, and in 1842 the Western
Railroad paralleled its route. The First Congregational Church was rebuilt
in 1840 in an ambitious Greek Revival form but the focus of the town had
snifted west. Witn tne continued prosperity of tanning and tne emergence of
emery as a significant town export, Chester Factories became the functional
civic as well as-an economic center. The last town meetings were held in
Chaster Center in 1855. With econonic development occurring in the mill
villages, no adaitional building took place in Chester Village, and so it
remains a remarkably intact exanple of small meetinghouse village of the
early nineteenth century.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASO Form - 177
(“R"” June 1984)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Chester Center Historic District
Hampden County
MASSACHUSETTS

[J resubmission
[J nomination by person or local government
[J owner objection

1988
QR
190C

Working No. JAN 2 5

Fed. Reg. Date: _, 2-7-%A

Date Due: u’&/ol_-i /58 ~ 3/n/58

—_RETURN

4 g filction: £ ACCEPT _ 0 -025” &

1) Degiste®
s & REJECT

Federal Agency:

O appeal
Substantive Review: [J sample [ request ] appeal (] NR decision
Reviewer’s comments:
Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? [ ves CJno
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
[ excellent (] deteriorated (] unaltered O original site
| good [ ruins O altered O moved date
D fair O unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

(] summary paragraph
[J completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[ dates

[] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

(] summary paragraph

] completeness

O clarity

[C] applicable criteria

[] justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[J other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

[J Photographs
(] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Valerie A. Talmage

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer

January 19, 1988

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties:
Chester, Chester Center Historic District, Skyline Trail
Needham, Israel Whitney House, 963 Central Avenue
Shirley, James Parker House, R.R. 1, Box 39 Center Road
They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were

afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date.

Sincerely,

@U)%L Fareolie LaL

Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
BF/es

Enclosure

JAN 25 1988

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



