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1. Name of Property

historic name Hoosac Street School
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 20 Hoosac Street NIZA] not for publication
city, town Adams NUA! vicinity
state MA code MA county Berkshire code 003 zip code (07220

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Da private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ district 1 0 buildings
[ ] public-State [site 0 Q  sites
[:] public-Federal D structure 0 0 structures
[] object 0 Q  objects
1 Q  Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In opinion, the property [pmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
%Mﬂ Aﬁ” Dee 22 KAL)

Signature of cehifying official - Date ¢

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission;
State or Federal agency and bureau  State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. (] see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
| Ze

ntered in the National Register. m . AY\}\ } ' / 6/

[ see continuation sheet. \- ’L \v,\v} (WA AU\/D 2110 g

Ddetermined eligible for the National / .
Register. [:] See continuation sheet.

Ddelermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
Dother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Hoosac Street School, Adams, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Education: school domestic: multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification : Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation qrqm‘te
walls brick
Colonial Revival
Queen Anne roof slate
other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Hoosac Street School, at 20 Hoosac Street in Adams, Massachusetts, was
erected in 1887. The building faces south on a flat lot bounded on the south
and west sides by paved streets. On the north side is a parking Tot with
space for eighteen vehicles. The school building is set back from Hoosac
Street about 24 feet, while the distance to Mill St. in the west and to the
abutting property (Adams Bakery, ca. 1940) in the east is about 25 feet.
There is a large yard in the rear in which the parking Tot is Tocated.

The neighborhood surrounding the Hoosac Street School is a mix of one and
two-story residential and commercial buildings dating to the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. Directly across the street from the school are the
Saint Stamilaus Kosta Church, school, and rectory, which were erected after
the nominated school was constructed. The view out of the school's west
windows is a spectacular and unimpeded view of Mt. Greylock, the highest peak
in Massachusetts.

The Colonial Revival style Hoosac Street School is a 2-1/2-story brick
structure, 7 bays by 4 bays, with a moderately pitched, slate, hipped roof
with sTightly projecting center gables (south and north facing) that extend to
the ridge. There is a 12-foot-high bell cupola centered on the ridge. In
addition, there are dormers on the east andiwest ends of the roof from which
interior chimneys protrude. The structure sits on a rough granite foundation
and has a raised basement and full attic.

The roof extends past the end of the building to form a wide-eaved wooden
overhang which is decorated with wooden modillions on all four sides.
Likewise, a band of corbelled brickwork runs the length of the cornice just
beneath the modillions. Decorative brick belt courses also delineate each
story. Wood shingles decorate the center gables, as well as those on the
dormers and the front porch.

[x_]See continuation sheet
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THE FACADES _
South: The south or front facade features a central pedimented gable,
shingle-sheathed, that extends over the three bays of window and door -openings
to define the frontispiece. Sheltering the entrance is a small Queen
Anne-style porch (recently reconstructed), its gable roof clad in shingles and
trimmed with modillions which echoes the gable above. Spindlework and turned
supports and balusters complete the porch ornamentation. The entrance is
reached by a short flight of granite steps. On both sides of the porch are
small rounded-arch 1/1 windows set within roundheaded recesses. On the
second story,pijlasters and corbelled modillions define the three bays beneath
the gable. The center bay contains paired 4/4 sash surmounted by a fan of
stained glass, creating a Palladian-style window. Elongated double-hung sash
on either side are set within rounded-arch window openings.

On either side of the projecting frontispiece on both floors there are two
bays of 2/2 transom-topped windows. The raised basement is 1it by simple
s1iding windows, modern replacements. Window openings are defined by a
segmental arch- :

North: The north rear facade duplicates the south except that originally
there was no porch on this side. (One has been added in the recent
rehabiliataion for safety reasons.) Two small wooden sheds were added on
either side of the rear entrance at an unknown date. The dilapidated
structures were removed and reconstructed by the developer, one replaced by
storage, the other for handicapped access. In the pediment, what was once an
attic window is now filled in.

East: The east elevation has four bays with 2/2 sash windows with transoms on
the first and second stories and two-panel half windows on the basement floor
(these are replacements). The pedimented dormer has two small 6/6 windows.
Between these windows the dormer is panelled with a small decorative medalion.
West: A chimney about the width of the panelled area protrudes from the
dormer roof. The west elevation is identical to the east.

THE INTERIOR

The entire interior of the school has been altered to accommodate use of the
building as twelve apartments. Originally there were two identical floors of
four classrooms around a center hall. Front and rear stair wells led to the
basement where four more rooms were located. One apartment has been created
in each of the twelve rooms. The tall ceilings in the classrooms have been
Towered. The wide open stairways with their pressed tin walls and ceilings
and wide moldings have been retained by the developer. The high ceilings in
the central hallways on each floor have also been retained. Firedoors now
separate these hallways from the stairwells.

continued
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ARCHAEO LOGY

WhiTe no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, it is
possible that sites are present. Located in close proximity to the Hoosac
River and several of its tributary streams, the area would have provided
seasonal resources attractive for native settlement and subsistence. At least
four known sites are located within close proximity (one mile) to the school
with several other sites in the general area. A small pond, now filled, was
originally located northerly of the school building, which may have made this
particu]ar parcel of land a favorable location for native settlement. Any
surviving sites would be important in documenting the patterns of prehistoric
occupation within the town and along the Hoosac drainage, both of which are
unknown at this time.

There is also significant historical and archaeological potential at the
school site. This property was originally part of a farm which dated prior to
the Revolutionary War. The original farmhouse was located across the street
from the school. Also Tocated on the farm was a brickyard reportedly on or
near the school site. Further documentary studies and archaeological testing
could help to determine whether or not structural remains exist on the school
from the farmstead or claypit operation. Eighteenth century
occupation-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) my also exist.
Analysis of structural and feature remains would assist is defining the
social, cultural and economic factors that characterized early rural life in
Adams.



8. Statement of Significance Hoosac Street School, Adams, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [ statewide [X J1ocally

Applicable National Register Criteria A (s XJlc [Jo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Ja [s e [lo Je OJfF Ola

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Education 1887-1937

Social History

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

Charles T. Rathbun

Walters and Fuller

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Hoosac Street School, Adams, retains integrity of design, setting,
location, materials and workmanship as well as significant association with
the development of education in the town and the assimilation of immigrants.
It served as a training facility for the town's teachers and, because of its
location, provided education to the offspring of the children of prominent
families as well as those of the evergrowing number of immigrants. The
building is a classic example of simple Colonial Revival-style school
architecture. It meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Places on the Tocal level.

The Hoosac Street School building derives its historical significance from the
role it played in the developing educational needs of the community of Adams.
The school's development reflects the growing needs of a small New England
mill town. The changes that were taking place in many New England towns, as
the evolution from an agricultural to an industrial society proceeded in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, are reflected in Adams' development. In
1886, the Adams School Committee faced the fact that the burgeoning school
population had created serious overcrowding in the existing elementary
schools, and voted to erect a new school near the center of town.
Subsequently, the town voted to build an eight-room schoolhouse on land
purchased from Wilson D. Carpenter for $1,850. The location on Hoosac Street
gave the school its name. T.C. Rathbun, an architect whose office was in
Pittsfield, was hired to draw up plans for the building, which was erected and
completed in 1887 at a total cost of about $20,000.

At some point prior to Carpenter's ownership of the land, the property on
which the school was Tater erected was part of the large farmstead of Daniel
Staples. Staples' farmhouse, built prior to the Revolutionary War, stood
across the street. (The farmhouse was demolished in 1911 to make room for the
extant St. Stanislaus Kostlea Hall.) The brickyard of Clairman and Co. which
provided bricks for the construction of the Renfrew textile mill--later the
Adams Arnold Print Works--also stood on the farmstead and operated
contemporaneously with the farm into the 1860s when the land was subdivided

for residential and other uses. However, ng ﬂssqciated buildings are known to
have stood on the exact site of the Hoosac School. DXl 6us contibumiion aluies



9. Major Bibliographical References

Adams, Town of, Report of the School Committee 1886-1935, Adams-Cheshire
Regional District Office.

Hoffman, Mildred, interview, May 8, 1985.

Northern Berkshire Registry of Deeds, Adams, Mass. Records.

D See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [X] State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [ ]other state agency
[:]previously determined eligible by the National Register [:] Federal agency
[ ]designated a National Historic Landmark [ JLocal government
l:]recorded by Historic American Buildings DUniversity
Survey # []other
[:]recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Commission

Inventory #100

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property __L€sS than one acre

QUAD- North Adams SCALE- 1:25000

UTM References

Al1,8| |6/5,4]6,1,0] (4,7]2,0]7,0,0] Bl bl b lacedoba LE & ¢
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See Assessor's Map.

[:]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes all the land historically associated with the
Hoosac Street School.

E]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite Hulda Hardman Jowett/North Adams Hist. Comm. w/David R. Zarowin/MHC
organization _Massachusetts Historical Commission  date _July 27, 1987
street & number __80 BQy Iston Street telephone L6.|7) 727-8470

city or town _Boston state _MA zip code 02116
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The fact that the school population of Adams nearly doubled in the decade
before 1886 reflects two_social changes. First, the law now required students
to stay in school until they reached the age of 14. Secondly, the town's
rapid industrial growth brought a similar rise in the population. The
school's Tocation near the textile mills meant the classes were filled with
children from the mill housing nearby. The Superintendent of Schools at the
time, Walter P. Beckwith, commented in his 1887 annual report on the improved
child Tabor Taws and the resulting increase in the number of students. Later
when state child labor Taws were amended to require children to attend school
until the age of 16, the Hoosac Street School held evening "continuation"
classes that enabled the mill owners to have children work during the day and
still attend school for the time required by law. During the early 1900s, as
increasing numbers of immigrants arrived from southern and eastern Europe,
"Americanization" classes were held at the Hoosac Street School, reflecting
the nativism prevalent at the time. While many of the students were mill
operatives or had parents working as operatives, the Hoosac Street School also
was attended by children from the wealthier classes. Llocal historians suggest
that several graduates of the Hoosac School went on to become local political
leaders.

From the beginning, the Hoosac School was a training facility for the town's
elementary teachers, drawing first from the brightest high school women
graduates and then from the North Adams Normal School. Enrollment was high
from an early date and remained so even after two additional elementary
schools--the Renfrew School and the Commercial Street School--were established
in the 18%0s. In addition to these elementary schools, Adams had a high
school, the Academy, as early as the 1850s. Another public high school, the
Plunkett School (now the town's middle school), was established in the early
1920s. Yet another high school, the Memorial School (now a primary school),
was built in 1953, while the present-day high school was built in 1970. 1In
the early 1970s enroliment began to fall at the Hoosac Street School as upper
grades--5 and 6--were conmbined in the middle school. The Hoosac Street School
closed,in 1981 when all the town's elementary schools were consolidated at the
Memorial School. When the Hoosac School closed there were 157 students in
grades K-4.

The Hoosac Street School is a well-preserved emalgamation of Queen Anne and
Colonial Revival styles. It incorporates some Queen Anne details such as the
spindlework details on the south entry porch, the decorative brick patterns,
and the pattern surfaces of the wood shingle on the gable and dormers. The
Palladian windows and the rounded arch windows over the north and south
entrances have large panes of glass surrounded by smaller ones, also a Queen
Anne detail.

continued
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The structure is one of three surviving school buildings constructed in late
19th century Adams. The other two, the Renfrew School and the Commercial
Street School were built in a similar style and also survive. All contracting
work on the Hoosac Street School was done by local firms. George Dollar did
stonework, Walters and Fuller the brickwork, and James Flemming, the wood
construction. - All were reputable businessmen responsible for some of the work
done on town mills.
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NRIS Reference Number: 8700 Ssaejek Date Listed: 2/10/88
Hoosac Street School Berkshire MA
Property Name County State

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

Ve Anduss 210 58

ﬁwsignature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

The area of significance for architecture is justified and
indicated by criterion C; however, architecture as an applicable

area of significance was inadvertently not entered as it should
have been.

This information was confirmed with Ann Tait, Survey & Inventory
Coordinator, MASHPO, by telephone on February 1, 1988.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

O excellent (] deteriorated (] unaltered & original site

[J good [ ruins [J atered ] moved date
[ fair O unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[J summary paragraph
[J completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

[ completeness

[ clarity

(] applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[J justification of exception

[J other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

is:

13. Other
] Maps

(] Photographs
] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed

Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Valerie A. Talmage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
December 22, 1987

Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties:
Adams, Hoosac Street School, 20 Hoosac Street
Boston (Jamaica Plain), District 13 Police Station, 28 Seaverns Avenue
Cambridge (Cambridge MRA), George Gale House, 14-16 Clinton Street
Shelburne and Buckland, Shelburne Falls Historic District
They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date.
Sincerely,
T clbe
0N 7N 74
fotoy. Fru o
Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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