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PHOTOGRAPH KEY  

Charlotte Parsons Scituate - 1981 

1) Keeper's house and light 

2) Tower interior with stair 

3) View from lantem to harbor 

SKETCH MAP 

4V 

RECORDED BY: N. S a l ^ 

ORGANIZATION :MHC 

^̂ ^̂  '• July 31. 1981 

HISTORIC NAME: Scituate Light 

TOWN: Scituate 

LOCATION: At end of Lighthouse Road on Cedar 
Point at north entrance to harbor. 

COUNTY: piv^uth CODE: 023 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 12th 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Plymouth County Courthouse 

Book 1283; p. 284 6/6/1917 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

See attached site plan recorded with above dee( 

LAT./LONG.: 42°12' 70°42'W 

UTM COORDINATE: 19/358/̂ 00/̂ 6̂73/400 
- - * 1 

USGS QUADRANGLE:BOSTON,HA;NH ;CT;RI ;ME 

SCALE: 1:250,000 

ACREAGE: 1.162 acres 

OWN £R(S): Town of Scituate 

Town Hall 

Scituate. MA. 

STATUS: Unmanned/Inactive 
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SITE DESCRIPTION 

Scituate Light is s i ted on Cedar Point at the entrance to Scituate Harbor. 
Part of the approach to Boston Harbor, o f f Cohasset Rocks and Minots Ledge, i t 
has been the s i t e of many wrecks. I t is surrounded on the south by a rocky 
beach and i n l e t , on the east by the ocean, and on the north and west by a 
parking l o t . Scituate is known as the best harbor of refuge between 
Marblehead to the north and the Cape Cod Canal to the south. 
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION 
The complex consists of the or iginal 1811 stone lighthouse with i ts 1827 
superstructure, 1847 modifications and 1930 lens room on top. Also extant is 
the or iginal 1811 Keeper's House (3 bay by 2 bay, with tower). Complex has 
been restored and is maintained by the Scituate Historical Society. 

Frame Keeper's IX/e 11 ing (1811 specif ications): 24 feet sq. , f t . sq. 8' x 4' 
half story divided into chanters above and 12' x 14', 12' x 10', 12' x 6' and 
an 8 X 12' passageway. 1" pine featheredge board and shingles; doors hung on 
iron hinges with thumb latches, lath and plaster; 2 good coats lime mortar. 
Double f loors woodwork, roof, and outside; two coats of paint. 

Keeper' s house is a center chimney, three bay house with a door in the le f t 
bay. Two windows in top story. Lower story has one window and doorway into 
walkway on seaward side. Interior is well preserved. Fireplaces in each 
room. Kitchen e l l is 3 bays wide with a door in the r ight bay. The two 
endwall bays connect with the walkway. The walkway has two windows on the 
south elevation, one on the opposite side. 

Exterior is unpainted shingle with white trim and a shingle roof. 

Oil Vault: no longer extant. Its original configuration was described thus: 
"12' X 18' of stone, plastered and stuccoed. Shingle roof. Five white pine 
cisterns with covers; 200 gal . of o i l each. Set on blocks with receivers 
under them to preserve o i l in case of leakage." 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY 
1810 - 2 3/4 acres of land purchased for purpose of erecting a lighthouse. 

1811 - stone octagon tower, o i l vault , well and wood frame keeper's house 
bu i l t for $3200 by Charles G i l l , Nathel G i l l , J r . , and Joseph Hammond, 
J r . , of Hingham. 

1814 - Keeper Simeon Bates absent from l i gh t , three children t r ick Brit ish 
landing party and save the town from marauders. Hiding behind a h i l l , 
they sounded mi l i ta ry maneuvers with a f i f e and drum, convincing the 
Brit ish that troops were nearby. The f i f e is s t i l l at the Keeper's 
house. Important to Scituate history. 

1827 - Brick superstructure 15' high with four unusual granite post and l i n t e l 
window bays and new dome and lantern added. Numerous renovations and 
replacements made by Marshall Lincoln at a cost of $1074. 

1841 - Rebuilding of walls, arch of lens room and new lamps and venti lator 
system completed by Winslow Lewis for 57090; price included similar 
repairs to Thatcher's Island Light (#9) of f Cape Ann. The Fi f th Auditor 
Stephen Pleasanton "would have preferred to abandon i t af ter 
building the f i r s t Minot's Ledge Light [#26]." 

1850 - Scituate shares duties with f i r s t Minot's Light (1847 - 1/150) 
1851 - Minot's Light destroyed in storm on April 17. 
1860 - Nov. 14 last l ight ing of Scituate Light. 

Nov. 15 f i r s t l ight ing of new Minot's Ledge Light. 
1913 - Town begins attempt to acquire property. 
6/17/1917 - Town of Scituate acquires property for $1000, additional $1500 for 

a l l land to the southeast. Deed requires town "to maintain i t as 
an histor ic landmark." 

1966 - vacated, vandalized. 
1968 - town gives responsibi l i ty for upkeep to Historical Society. 
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Scituate Light possesses i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , 
and workmanship as wel l as associations with the development of aids to 
navigation in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1811, i t is a good example of an 
ear ly masonry tower of an unusual splayed octagonal form, even though i t s lens 
room has been replaced. I t is important f o r i ts scenic q u a l i t i e s , as a tower 
w i th attached keeper's house overlooking Scituate Harbor, and as a prime 
synbol from the town, used f requent ly in publ ic r e l a t i o n s . I t is also unique 
in i t s re ten t ion of a complete set o f o r ig ina l bu i l d ing spec i f i ca t ions , which 
are attached to th i s form. The l i g h t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the NRHP as 
wel l as survey c r i t e r i a 2a, 3a, 3b, 4a. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
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For Nf>S u«» onty 

Continuation sheet Item numlier Page '7-•4± 
Multiple Resource Area 

Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

^1. Minot's Ledge Light 

J|2. Nauset Beach Light 

Ned Point Light 

Date/Signature 

Leeper 

Attest 

Attest 

Attest 

| 4 . Newburyport Harbor Light UatiOfifi.l le#ls*er 7) ^^^^ 

Attest 

T^lteeper 

#5 Newburyport Harbor Front Range Light 

Sfttionftl legiater Attest 

/6. Nobska Point Light Station , 

Satlonal legistar Attest 

#7. Race Point Light Station _ . "*Y*Keeper 

thc.m.nis'ji Attest 

Keeper/ 

Attest 

/8. Sankaty Head Light national I8€t8tes 

^9. Scituate Light diit«i^d ix ^ -i^eper /id^I'^^u^iJ^^Y^ 

Attest 

Jo. Straightsmouth Island Light airtwr^Jv ^ "I^Keeper ^Of^^-^-**-«i^r^)?^<^ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( " R " June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Scituate Light (Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR) 
Plymouth County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working No. 

^ f l resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

JkviĴ .gsi&l Eegister 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: ^ ^ / / F / » - 7 

Federal Agency: 

ACCEPT 
RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request EH appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

original site 

CD moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context ' 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

.national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed _ _ Date _ _ Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
tr 

















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000282 


