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1. Name 

historic Congress Street Fire Station (preferred) 

and or common Boston Fire Museum 

street & number 3^4 Congress S t r e e t H/A— "ot for publication 

city, town Bos ton Jl/Aviclnlty of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county S u f f o l k code 025 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

^ district public ^ occupied agriculture ^ museum 
building(s) ^_ private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acquis i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious ' 
object N/Ajn process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Boston Fire Museum, Inc. 

street & number Congress S t r e e t 

city, town B o s t o n M/A vicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 02210 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S u f f o l k County C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number 
Pemberton Sguare 

city, town 
B o s t o n 

state Massachusetts 

6. Representat ion in Exis t ing Surveys ^ 
Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

title BLC Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes X "<> 

date June 1987 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town 
80 Boylston Street, Boston #310 state Massacusetts 



7. Description Congress street i-ire Station, Boston, Massachusetts 

Condi t ion Check one Check one '><̂ {: 
excellent deteriorated unaltered __x_ original site 

-X_good| ^ ruins x altered moved date —H/A '. 
fair unexposed 

(see text) 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

«, The Congress Street Firestation is located in the midst of a distr ict of 
19th and early 20th century wharf buildings, a l l owned at one time by the 
Boston Wharf Company. This large collection of low scale warehouses and 
industrial buildings is directly across the Fort Point Channel from 

^ Boston's Central Business District. The f i r e station is located on the 
corner of Farnsworth Street, a short dead-end street, and Congress Street, 

': [:..% a major roadway which begins at Government Center, transverses the Central 
' Business District, goes over Fort Point Channel and ends in South Boston. 

The main facade of the building stands directly on the line of Congress 
Street; the western facade stands on the line of Farnsworth Street. 

The development of the Boston Wharf Company area occurred throughout the 
19th and early 20th centuries. Originally, the area was dominated by mud 
f la ts ; f i l l i n g began in the 1830s and was completed after the Great Fire 
of 1872, when much of the f i r e ' s debris was dumped in this area. 

, Approximately 90% of the buildings s t i l l standing were constructed before 
1920. Today, many of these buildings which stood vacant for many years 
are used as artists lofts and are being converted to offices and 
condominiums. One block west on Congress Street, at the edge of Fort 
Point Channel is a large renovated warehouse which houses the Boston 
Children's Museum and the Computer Museum. 

The f i r e house is trapezoidal in plan, thir ty feet long in front and 47 
feet long in the rear. I t is approximately 86' deep. The building is 2 
1/2 stories high with a simple f l a t roof. A copper shed on the roof is 
visible from the street. An indistinguishable structure, perhaps pipes 
for a canopy, is visible in an 19th century photograph of the building; 
they are no longer extant. The walls are constructed mainly of brick, and 
feature granite details and trim. The structure is erected on piles and 
the foundation is stone. 

The main, or south elevation is divided into three parts. The f i r s t story 
is composed of two engine bays, separated by one heavy granite pier and 
flanked by two pilasters. The garage-type doors are not original, and 
were most likely installed accomodate new f i r e fighting equipment. The 
pier and pilasters are each constructed of f ive massive rusticated granite 
blocks and topped by carved composite capitals. A simple stone cornice 
separates the f i r s t from the second floors. 

continued 
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The second f loo r has four window bays set in pairs on e i ther side of the 
center. The window bays are div ided into three par ts : on the bottom are 
inset brick panels; in the center are rectangular two over two sash 
windows; and at the top are inset , multi-paned windows. The sections are 
divided by plain stone l i n t e l s , and a stone str ingcourse serves as the 
window s i l l s . The corners on the second f l oo r are a r t i cu la ted wi th 
rust icated quoins. The t h i r d f loo r is separated from the second by a 
cornice with bracket- l ike modi ! l ions . 

An unusual pediment and chimney combination is the focal point o f the 
t h i r d s tory . The t r iangular composition projects s l i g h t l y from the wall 
surface, which is covered wi th red t i l e shingles made to look l i k e a 
mansard roo f . The pediment is dist inguished from the wal l by br ick 
p i l as te rs . Within the pediment there are three bays: the outer two house 
e ight over eight double hung windows, whi le the central bay is f i l l e d in 
with br ick i An ornate chimney stack r ises from a fo l i a ted base a t - the 
center of the pediment and projects several feet above the roo f . The 
chimney is constructed of br ick and is composed of f i v e small cyl inders on 
each side which allude to chimney pots . The corners of the t h i r d f l oo r 
are ar t icu la ted by project ing piers which have fo l i a ted bases and 
decorative brickwork. 

The side elevations are much less ornate than the f r o n t . The f i r s t s tory 
of the north elevation is composed of eight rectangular, two over two 
double hung windows, which are spaced asymetr ica l ly , and two plain doors 
on e i ther end. Six of the windows are single bay, while the t h i r d and 
fourth windows form the northeast corner are double bays. Below the 
double bay windows is i n f i l l b r i ck , which suggests that there may once 
have been a side door or loading bay. Each window has a granite s i l l , and 
a granite stringcourse serves as the window l i n t e l s . The windows on the 
second f l oo r are also spaced asymetr ica l ly . They are s imi lar to those on 
the f i r s t f loor except fo r a smal l , multi-paned window over each double 
hung window. A corbelled brick cornice which supports a copper cornice 
creates a fa lse roof l i n e . The plane of the brick wal l continues above the 
corbelled cornice and is divided in to 3 sections v e r t i c a l l y , by small 
brick p i l as te rs . 

The south elevation contains no windows. The o r i g ina l e leva t ion , which 
was probably without windows, appears to be covered by a br ick wall of a 
bu i ld ing which is no longer standing. The ghosts of the s t ruc tu ra l 
elements of th is bu i ld ing are evident on the br ick w a l l . There is a small 
parking l o t d i r e c t l y to the south of the bu i l d ing . 

continued 
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The rear elevation contains an as ymetrical grouping of windows and 
doors. There are only four glazed windows, the other window openings have 
been covered wi th wood. Although the windows have various sizes and 
shapes, they are a l l defined by heavy granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s . The rear 
elevation faces a wide paved driveway 

The plan of the i n te r i o r is r e l a t i v e l y well i n t ac t . The garage bays on 
the f i r s t f l oo r have not been changed, and house several f i r e engines and 
other f i r e f i gh t i ng equipment. The upper f l oo rs are suspended from the 
roof by an elaborate wooden truss system, al lowing fo r an open space on 
the f i r s t f l oo r with no column supports. There appears to be exh ib i t and 
meeting space on the second f l o o r , and storage space on the t h i r d . 

The exter ior of the st ructure has sustained very few a l te ra t ions during 
i t s conversion from a working f i r e s ta t ion to a museum. The unusual 
fenestrat ion of the main facade has not been changed, although the 
fenestrat ion of the north and rear facades seem to have undergone some 
changes. Alterat ions to these facades appear to have occurred ea r l i e r 
than the change of ownership. The bu i ld ing appears to be in very good 
condi t ion, but could use cleaning. 

The Congress Street F i re Station covers the en t i re l o t , therefore the 
archaeological potential for the s i t e is great ly diminished. 



8. Significance Congress S t r e e t F i r P < ; t a t i n n Rnc^tnn M;^gc^rh.icQ-n-c 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy be low 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_X- architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music -;W 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1891 Builder/Architect 
Harrison H. Atwood, Archi tecture 

Statement of Signi f icance (in one paragraph) ^ . ^ „ 

The Congress Street Fire Station possesses i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, 
materials and workmanship. I t has local s ign i f icance as an excel lent 
example of c i v i c a rch i tec ture , designed using a creat ive combination of 
s ty les including Romanesque and Panel Br ick, and is the best preserved 
19th century f i r e s tat ion in South Boston. I t is an unaltered example of 
the work of an important Ci ty Arch i tec t , Harrison H. Atwood, and is 
s ign i f i can t fo r i t s ro le in community development. I t thus meets c r i t e r i a 
A and C of the National Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l eve l . 

The Boston Fire Department was founded in 1678, making i t one of the • 
oldest f i r e departments in the nat ion. The Boston Fire Department can 
claim the f i r s t f i r e alarm box system in the United States, designed in 
1851 by a doctor and f i r e bu f f , Will iam F. Channing. Hand drawn pumps 
were used for almost two centuries u n t i l 1859, when a horse-drawn steam 
f i r e engine was f i r s t acquired fo r Engine Company No. 8. In 1910, f i r e 
engines became motorized, and in 1921, a high pressure hydrant system was 
completed. 

This bu i ld ing at 344 Congress Street was the 75th s t ructure b u i l t or 
acquired by the Boston Fire Department fo r use as a f i r e s ta t i on . I t was 
the f i r s t and only f i r e stat ion b u i l t in the Fort Point Channel section of 
South Boston, and i t s construction coincides with the rapid development of 
th i s area as a major warehouse locat ion during the las t few decades of the 
19th century. Completed in ear ly 1891, the bu i ld ing was occupied by the 
newly organized Engine 38-39 on May 3 1 , 1891. k\ 1897 photograph from the 
Bostonian Society Col lect ion shows Engine 38, an Amoskeag se l f -prope l led 
steam f i r e engine with wharf bui ld ings and a dock in the background. 
Engine 38 was disbanded on February 4 , 1947. Ladder 8 moved here 
temporari ly from September, 1952 to September, 1953. Then, in 1953, 
Ladder 18 moved here from Pittsburgh Street . 

The stat ion was deactivated on November 11, 1977. Since that time i t has 
been under development as a Fire Museum, f i r s t by the Museum of 
Transportation with the assistance of the Boston Sparks Association I n c . , 
and then exclusively by the Boston Sparks since t ransfer of the deed in 
May, 1983. . ; . . ; • ,; 

The Boston Sparks Association was founded in 1938, in order to organize 
the many local " f i r e bu f f s " into a formal associat ion. In 1955, the • 
Boston Sparks Association formal ly received i t s charter from the 
Internat ional Fire Buffs Association. In 1960, the Sparks Association 
formal ly became associated with the Massachusetts Division of the * 
Salvation Army, manning the i r Disaster Service Mobile Canteen Truck. 

, continued 



9. r Bibliographical References 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property I e-S5; than nne. pirrp. 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

see assessor's map 

List a l l s t a t e s and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state (̂ /̂/\ code county [q^/^ _ J code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Carol Huggins, Boston Landmarks 
Commission, with Betsy Friedbern. Director 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date 
National Register 

March 1987 

street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t telephone (617 ) 727-8^^70 

city or town B o s t o n state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Ttie evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state -JL local ' -''' ' -•••<;. ^ . • 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \ /^( jLtUjg A ' T g C ^ M A Z I ^ — 

Execut ive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
title S ta te H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r date 

For NPS use only 
^Mtereby certify tliat this property is included in ttte National Register 

date 

of the National Register 

date 

GPO 91 1 
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Prior to moving into the former headquarters of Engine 39 and Ladder 18, 
the Sparks Association operated out of 112 Dartmouth Street from 1943 to 
1968, and 99 West 4th Street from 1969 to 1983. Early in 1983, a f i r e 
destroyed the building on West 4th Street and the Sparks Association's 
collections. Since May 1983, the Sparks Association has made efforts to 
restore the firehouse and rebuild their collections. Their exhibits 
include a hand-drawn and hand-operated pump "Columbia" from 
self-propelled "Christie" steam pumpers from 1889 and 1892, 
American LaFrance laddertruck from the turn of the century, 
spring-raised water tower from 1902 with a 1924 American LaFrance tractor, 
and a 1945 Ward LaFrance pumper (former Engine 54). Many small artifacts, 
pictures and memorabilia are also on display. 

City Architect Harrison Henry Atwood (1863-1954) went to school in 
Charlestown, studied law, and practiced architecture at the office of 
S.J.F. Thayer and George A. Clough, Boston's First City Architect. Atwood 
was also a member of the lower house of the Legislature, Sth Suffolk 
Dtstrict between 1887-1889. During his term as City Architect, Atwood 
designed the f i r e stations at 16 Harvard Avenue in Allston, 60 Paris 
Street in East Boston, 157 Harrison Avenue in downtown Boston, 3089 
Washington Street in Jamaica Plain and 5 Boston Street in South Boston. 
His most noted building is at 176-178 Commonwealth Avenue in the Back Bay; 
two houses served by three entrance arches whose style evolves from 
Romanesque to Flemish Baroque. Also attributed to Atwood are: the 
Bowditch School in Jamaica Plain, Prince Primary School in the St. Botolph 
area, Aiams Primary School in East Boston, the Horace Mann School for Deaf 
Mutes, the Municipal Building in Roslindale, the East Boston District 
Court and numerous houses in Dorchester, including his own at 61 Alban 
Street. 
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Working No. 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

ED good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CD altered 

Describe tite present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph -
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
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I I dates 
CD boundary selection , : . , 
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• original site 

moved date. 
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Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name . v*"' ^-^^>^.*^ t, =« 
UTM References 
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11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

SijnoH Date Phone: 
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Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

















The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director , 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

July 12, 1987 

Carol Shull 
National Register of His to r ic Places 
Departmait of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 " 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 ; ' ' 

Dear Ms. S i u l l : 

Riclosed you w i l l f i n d the fo l lowing ncmination forms: 

TVro Boston properties are being submitted: 

Congress Street Fire Stat ion, 344 Congress Street 

New Riding Club, 52 Hemenway Street, HPCA #0618-84-MA-85-0799 

Concord, Mott Shaw, Thomas Estate, 317 G a r f i e l d Road, HPQ^ #10297MflL 

Southbridge, Southbridge Town H a l l , 41 Elm Street 

Waltham, Lawrence, Phineas House, 257 Trapelo R3ad 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State H i s to r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . Owners were n o t i f i e d 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to conment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ( J 
Pfational Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s to r i ca l Conmission 

BF/ls 

Ehclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


