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1. Name 

historic S t . Luke's HosDital 

and or common Providence Court ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

2. Location 

street & number 379 East S t r e e t N/A not for publication 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d N/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Berksh i re code 003 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
X public 

private 
both 

Public Acqu is i t ion 
process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
otfter: publ ic housing 

tor tne elder ly 
4. Owner off Property 

name P i t t s f i e l d Housing Authori ty 

street & number 65 Colunbus Avenue 

city, town 
P i t t s f i e l d icinity of state Massachusetts 01201 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bershire Middle D i s t r i c t Registry of Deeds 

street & number Bank Row 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d state Massachuse t t s 

6. Representat ion in Exis t ing Surveys ^ 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of  

title the Commonwealth of MassachusettsP^op*^ — — n o 

date . federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commis<;ion^ .go Rnyict^n Street 

Boston city, town state 
Massar^iicettr, 



7. Desi sription Providence Court, P i t t s f i e l d , Massachusetts 

Condi t ion Checli one Checic one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered _X_ original site 
good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if Itnown) physical appearance 

The former St. Luke's Hosp i ta l , 
public housing for the e l d e r l y ) , 
s t ructure b u i l t in 1926. The bu 
Fourth Streets in a formerly res 
dominated by i n s t i t u t i o n a l bui ld 
Street, the bui ld ing is fronted 
is an extensive asphalted parkin 
the Queen Anne-style Allen House 
stands across the s t reet to the 
Church complex is located to the 

P i t t s f i e l d (now known as Providence Court, 
is an imposing f i ve - s to r y brick and limestone 

Tiding is located on the corner of East and 
iden t ia l section of downtown P i t t s f i e l d now 
ings. Set back one hundred feet from East 
by lawn and ornamental plant ings. To the east 
g area. Adjacent to the nominated property is 

(1886, NR 1980). P i t t s f i e l d High School 
south, and the Mt. Carmel Roman Catholic 
nor th , on Fenn Street. 

The Georgian Revival-sty le br ick bu i l d i ng , designed by J . W. Donohue of 
Spr ing f ie ld , is essent ia l ly T-shaped in plan, wi th a rectangular main block 
enlivened by pro ject ing pavi l ions f lank ing a central entrance. Behind the 
main block are a f i ve -s to ry wing constructed as part of the or ig ina l plan and 
a two-story e l l added in 1964. The bu i ld ing rests on a concrete foundation 
and is surmounted by a f l a t roof . A brick parapet with limestone coping masks 
the roo f ; i t s central cartouche with cross and sword expresses the hospi ta l 's 
ecc les iast ica l a f f i l i a t i o n . Other limestone t r im includes s i l l s , keystones, 
quoins, and be l t courses. Also on the property is a former warehouse (ca. 
1906), converted to apartments in the la te 1970s. Considerably a l te red , i t 
does not contr ibute to the property 's s ign i f i cance. The former hospital 
laundry, to the rear of the main bu i l d i ng , now belongs to Mt. Carmel Roman 
Catholic Church and is not part o f th is nomination. 

The main (south) facade is th i r teen bays wide, symmetrically arranged, and 
divided into three sections by the s l i g h t l y pro ject ing three-bay pav i l ions . 
Limestone quoins define the facade. The ground story is faced wi th rust icated 
limestone. The second story 's central entrance bay is dominated by a doorway 
(now leading to a balcony rather than a stai rcase) framed by a f l a t - roo fed 
Tuscan-columned port ico of l imestone. D i rec t l y above the entry on the t h i r d 
story is a wrought-iron-rimmed balcony whose doorway is dominated by an 
elaborate bracket-supported pediment. The pediment contains a carved f l o r a l 
ornament. On the upper s to r i es , the central bay is fur ther dist inguished by 
paired rather than s ing ly arrayed windows. 

The main facade is marked by three d i s t i n c t hor izontal elements: the 
ashlar-faced ground s tory ; three quo in-en framed upper stor ies whose pro ject ing 
pavi l ions each contain a t r i o of 1 imestone-keyed br ick recesses suggesting a 
monumental arcade; and, above a limestone bel t course, the top story defined 
by a dent i lated cornice and the brick parapet. While the ground story 
contains 6/1 sash, fenestrat ion on the upper four stor ies is more elaborate, 
wi th each 6/1 double-hung sash surmounted by a f ixed transom. D i f fe r ing 
window widths provide fu r ther va r ie t y . Brick l i n t e l s with a central key of 
1imestone accent 

continued 
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most windows on the upper stories. Windows on the fourth story's central bay 
and within the recessed arches are further ornamented with heavy limestone 
l intels . Balconies with limestone platforms and wrought iron trim front the 
pavilions' second-story windows. 

The main block's east and west facades are similar but not identical. Both 
are three bays deep, with the central bay a projecting pavilion composed of an 
Doric-columned ground-story entry porch supporting four stories of 
transom-topped sash. (The sash, arranged in bands of f ive, served to light 
solaria on each story.) The decorative elements of the main facade — including 
ashlar ground story and limestone quoins, keys, s i l l s , and belt 
courses—continue on these secondary elevations. 

The five-story rear wing, also brick, is unadorned except for a simple band of 
limestone coping along the parapet. On the east side, however, a now-roofless 
five-story open porch covers the entire elevation, while on the west side a 
similar porch is capped by^a f l a t roof with simple cornice, and fronts only 
two of the elevation's eight bays. 

On the rear (north) side stamds a three-story modern addition designed by 
Alphonse J. Marchand. With its f l a t roof and lack of ornamentation, i t is 
unobtrusive and fa i l s to compromise the older structure's integrity. 

Interior 

While the interior room arrangement remains similar to its original 
configuration even after conversion of the building from hospital to elderly 
housing, public areas have seen some alteration, the original hospital 
cafeteria is now a comnunity room, the chapel is a meeting room, and the 
auditorium has been broken up into apartments. Bathrooms and kitchens have 
been updated. 

Outbuilding 

Also on the property is a small masonry building that once was used by the 
Berkshire Street Railway, whose complex was located nearby. I t was built ca. 
1906 and probably served in i t i a l l y as a steam plant. In the early 1920s, i t 
was purchased by St. Luke's and served the hospital as warehouse space. 
Today, i t has been converted into additional housing for the elderly. It no 
longer retains integrity. 



8. Signifficance Providence Court. P i t t s f iP lH M;.c^ArhNCPf 

Period Areas ef Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric ^ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation _ _ l a w science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X architecture education military _X_ social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

Xi9oo- communications industry politics government transportation 
invention X other (specify) 

community development 
Specif ic dates 1926 Bui lder /Archi tect Donohue 

Statement of Signi f icance (in one paragraph) 

St. Luke's Hospi ta l , P i t t s f i e l d (now known as Providence Court) , is a 
well-preserved and unusually in tact Georgian Revival-sty le hospital of f i n e l y 
crafted and detai led ear ly 20th century const ruct ion. Bu i l t in 1926 by the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Spr ing f ie ld , St. Luke's was the f i r s t Catholic 
teaching hospital in Berkshire County. I ts merger wi th P i t t s f i e l d General 
Hospital in 1967 was the nat ion's f i r s t union of a Catholic and nonsectarian 
health f a c i l i t y . Retaining i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls, 
workmanship, and fee l i ng , as wel l as associations with the region 's Catholic 
comnunity at the turn of the century, St . Luke's f u l f i l s Cr i ter ion C of the 
National Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

St . Luke's Hospital was P i t t s f i e l d ' s t h i r d hospital and the f i r s t established 
under the auspices of the Catholic church. I t was founded in 1916 by the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Spr ing f ie ld , who used the char i table bequest of 
clergyman Rev. Charles J . Boylan to remade! two frame houses on Springside 
Avenue, one mile north of the nominated property. Boylan Memorial Hospital 
was dedicated ear ly in 1917. By the close of that year, however, the 
f a c i l i t i e s had proven inadequate. On behalf of the church. Bishop Thomas 
Beaven purchased the one-acre Allen Estate on East Street , home of wealthy 
P i t t s f i e l d horse breeder Wil l iam Russell A l len . The East Street area was then 
one of P i t t s f i e l d ' s most prest igious res ident ia l neighborhoods. A l len 's Queen 
Anne-style residence, constructed in 1886, became a 28-bed maternity 
hosp i ta l . I t was named St. Luke's in honor of the patron saint of 
physicians. (The bu i ld ing was l i s t e d in the National Register in 1980.) The 
Boylan Memorial Hospital remained in use for surgery and medical treatments. 

Five years l a t e r , in 1922, the church again founr t s e l f in need of a large-
bu i ld ing . Construction of the nominated propert erected spec i f i ca l l y for 
use as a church-related hosp i t a l , began in 1923 e archi tect appears to 
have been Jonathan Wil l iam Donohue of Spr ingf ie vei l known for his 
eccles iast ica l bui ldings in central and western i dssachusetts. Under the 
supervision of the Sisters of Providence, the new f a c i l i t y admitted i t s f i r s t 
patients in 1926. Boylan Memorial Hospital was sold in that year and la ter 
demolished. 

The handsome bu i ld ing , f i v e stor ies in height , provided patients with comfort 
and up-to-date care. While i t s lavish use of limestone ornament, i t s T-shaped 
plan, i t s varying window s izes, and i t s changing wal l planes appear more 
res ident ia l than i n s t i t u t i o n a l , suggesting the apartment blocks of the period, 
the hospital contained 75 pr ivate rooms, twelve wards, and, on the main 

• block's eastern and western ends, b r i gh t l y l i t so la r ia . Open porches o f f the 
e l l ' s rooms provided fresh a i r and room fo r exercise in warm weather. An 
auditorium and chapel were also avai lab le . In i t s f i r s t f u l l year of 
operat ion, St . Luke's cared fo r 3,164 pat ien ts . The hospital s t a f f included, 
f i f t y - s i x physicians. 
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The hospital was initially heavily mortgaged. In 1929, the diocese devised a 
plan to levy an assessment on all Catholic churches in Berkshire County over 
the next ten years in order to create a fund for the full payment of the 
interest and partial payment of the principal. 

The hospital's school of nursing—at the Boylan Memorial Hospital, then with only 6 
pupils--gradually expanded in the East Street building. Its peak enrollment 
was forty-one students in 1948. In 1951, a nurses' home. Madonna Hall, opened 
on the western side of the former Allen Estate. The new building echoed the 
nominated property in plan, materials, size, and (though simpler), styling. 
(It is now a state mental health facility.) 

St. Luke's traditionally cared for war veterans as well as parishioners. With 
an endowment from Pittsfield's Community War Chest Fund and from the Berkshire 
Eagle's Tobacco Fund, the hospital was able to provide care for former 
servicemen and Red Cross nurses who had served in the First World War. 

The nominated property remained Pittsfield's only Catholic hospital throughout 
most of its existence. In 1967, it merged with one of Pittsfield's two other 
hospitals, the nonsectarian PittsfieB General (established on North Street as 
the House of Mercy in 1877). Financial concerns were the primary reason for 
the merger, the nation's first between a Catholic and a nonsectarian 
hospital. The two became known as Berkshire Medical Center. In 1976, the 
former Pittsfield General Hospital added a large wing (named the St. Luke's 
Pavilion) and in that year, the nominated property ceased to function as a 
health care facility. In 1978, the Pittsfield Housing Authority purchased the 
former hospital and its small storage building (but not the Allen House nor 
Madonna Hall, whose ownership was transferred to the Comnonwealth of 
Massachusetts) and shortly thereafter, St. Luke's was converted to housing for 
the elderly. It was renamed Providence Court at that time. 

COUNTING RESOURCES 

Contributing 

Buildings 1 

Noncontribut ing 

1 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 

See continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
2.46 acres Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name P i t t s f i e l d e a s t 

UT M References 
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Verbal l>oundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See attached plans and sketch. The bounds of the property include a l l of the 
property under ownership of the P i t t s f i e l d Housing Author i ty . 

List al l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ^ / A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title ^^^^^ Friedbe-g, Preservation Planner, Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission, with 

Will iam r i ynn , former Executive DireLluf , PiLLsf ie ld Housing Authori ty 
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1987 

street & numt>er 80 Boylston Street telephone 617 -727 -8<70 

city or town Bost' state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x ipcal 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l^w 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature VVAliLx-^v A 

title 
State Histor ic Preservation Of f icer  
Executive Director . Massachusetts His tor ica l 

For NPS u M o n l y Commi ssion 

date 

I hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register 

date 

KMper of the Nttionat Register 

AttMt: date 

Chief of Registration 
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CU owner objection 
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Substantive Review: CU sample 
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• request • appeal 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due 
Artion: ACCEPT 

_ t ^ r f l tTURN 
REJECT. 

JUN 4198T 

Federal Agency: 

NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer. 
Discipline 
Date 

i t e r i a y ^ ^ 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
_^(L_substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

CD deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if icnown) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period ( ^ reas of Significanpe'—Check and justify lielow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (irt orte paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CS" clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
^ justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

^ ^ ^ ^ p^yGxtid^ 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for arty item may lie corttinued on an attached sheet 
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1. Name 

historic S t . Luke's Hosp i ta l 

and or common Providence Court ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

2. Location 

street & number 379 East S t r e e t N/A not for publication 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d M/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Berksh i re code 003 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
X public 

private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
N / p r o c e s s 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence' 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

-X other: public housing 
tor the elder ly 4. Owner off Property 

name P i t t s f i e l d Housing Author i ty 

street & number 65 Colunbus Avenue 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d JliZ^icinity of state Massachusetts 01201 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bershi re Middle D i s t r i c t Registry of Deeds 

street & number Bank Row 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the His tor ic Assets of 

title the Conmonwealth of Massachusetts '̂̂ 's •'''s property been determined eligible? — yes JL_ no 

date federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H is tor ica l Conunission, .in Rnyictnn Street 

Boston city, town state NassachusottG 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Providence Court, P i t t s f i e l d , Massachusetts 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
—)L excellent deteriorated X_ unaltered _X_ original site 

good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the p resen t and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The former St. Luke's Hosp i ta l , P i t t s f i e l d (now known as Providence Court, 
publ ic housing for the e l d e r l y ) , is an imposing f i ve - s t o r y brick and limestone 
s t ructure b u i l t in 1926. The bu i ld ing is located on the corner of East and 
Fourth Streets in a formerly res iden t ia l section of downtown P i t t s f i e l d now 
dominated by i n s t i t u t i o n a l bu i ld ings . Set back one hundred feet from East 
Street , the bu i ld ing is fronted by lawn and ornamental p lant ings. To the east 
is an extensive asphalted parking area. Adjacent to the nominated property is 
the Queen Anne-style Allen House (1886, NR 1980). P i t t s f i e l d High School 
stands across the s t reet to the south, and the Mt. Carmel Roman Catholic 
Church complex is located to the no r th , on Fenn Street . 

The Georgian Revival-sty le br ick bu i l d i ng , designed by J . W. Donohue of 
Spr ing f ie ld , is essent ia l ly T-shaped in plan, wi th a rectangular main block 
enlivened by pro ject ing pavi l ions f lank ing a central entrance. Behind the 
main block are a f i ve - s t o r y wing constructed as part of the or ig ina l plan and 
a two-story e l l added in 1964. The bu i ld ing rests on a concrete foundation 
and is surmounted by a f l a t roof . A brick parapet wi th limestone coping masks 
the roo f ; i t s central cartouche with cross and sword expresses the hosp i ta l 's 
ecc les ias t ica l a f f i l i a t i o n . Other limestone t r im includes s i l l s , keystones, 
quoins, and be l t courses. Also on the property is a former warehouse (ca. 
1906), converted to apartments in the la te 1970s. Considerably a l te red , i t 
does not contr ibute to the property 's s ign i f i cance . The former hospital 
laundry, to the rear of the main bu i l d i ng , now belongs to Mt. Carmel Roman 
Catholic Church and is not part of th is nomination. 

The main (south) facade is th i r teen bays wide, s.ymmetrically arranged, and 
divided into three sections by the s l i g h t l y pro jec t ing three-bay pav i l i ons . 
Limestone quoins define the facade. The ground story is faced with rust icated 
limestone. The second s tory 's central entrance bay is dominated by a doorway 
(now leading to a balcony rather than a sta i rcase) framed by a f l a t - roo fed 
Tuscan-columned port ico of l imestone. D i rec t l y above the entry on the t h i r d 
story is a wrought-iron-rimmed balcony whose doorway is dominated by an 
elaborate bracket-supported pediment. The pediment contains a carved f l o r a l 
ornament. On the upper s to r i es , the central bay is fur ther dist inguished by 
paired rather than s ing ly arrayed windows. 

The main facade is marked by three d i s t i n c t hor izonta l elements: the 
ashlar-faced ground s to ry ; three quo in-en framed upper stor ies whose pro ject ing 
pavi l ions each contain a t r i o o f limestone-keyed br ick recesses suggesting a 
monumental arcade; and, above a limestone bel t course, the top s tory defined 
by a dent i la ted cornice and the brick parapet. While the ground story 
contains 6/1 sash, fenestrat ion on the upper four s tor ies is more elaborate, 
w i th each 6/1 double-hung sash surmounted by a f ixed transom. D i f fe r ing 
window widths provide fu r ther va r ie t y . Brick l i n t e l s wi th a centra l key of 
1imestone accent 

continued 
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most windows on the upper stories. Windows on the fourth story's central bay 
and within the recessed arches are further ornamented with heavy limestone 
l intels . Balconies with limestone platforms and wrought iron trim front the 
pavilions' second-story windows. 

The main block's east and west facades are similar but not identical. Both 
are three bays deep, with the central bay a projecting pavilion composed of an 
Doric-columned ground-story entry porch supporting four stories of 
transom-topped sash. (The sash, arranged in bands of f ive , served to light 
solaria on each story.) The decorative elements of the main facade — including 
ashlar ground story and limestone quoins, keys, s i l l s , and belt 
courses--continue on these secondary elevations. 

The five-story rear wing, also brick, is unadorned except for a simple band of 
limestone coping along the parapet. On the east side, however, a now-roofless 
five-story open porch covers the entire elevation, while on the west side a 
similar porch is capped by^a f l a t roof with simple cornice, and fronts only 
two of the elevation's eight bays. 

On the rear (north) side stan"ds a three-story modern addition designed by 
Alphonse J. Marchand. With its f l a t roof and lack of ornamentation, i t is 
unobtrusive and fa i l s to conpromise the older structure's integrity. 

Interior 

While the interior room arrangement remains similar to its original 
configuration even after conversion of the building from hospital to elderly 
housing, public areas have seen some alteration. The original hospital 
cafeteria is now a community room, the chapel is a meeting room, and the 
auditorium has been broken up into apartments. Bathrooms and kitchens have 
been updated. 

Outbuilding 

Also on the property is a small masonry building that once was used by the 
Berkshire Street Railway, whose complex was located nearby. I t was built ca. 
1906 and probably served i n i t i a l l y as a steam plant. In the early 1920s, i t 
was purchased by St. Luke's and served the hospital as warehouse space. 
Today, i t has been converted into additional housing for the elderly. It no 
longer retains integrity. 



8. Signiff icance Providence Court. PittsfiPld. M̂ c;c;̂ rhi.QPttc 

Period Areas ef Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_Xl900-

archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

.A architecture 
_._ art 

commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 

. economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law 
literature 
military 
music 

^ philosophy 

science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

politics/government transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1926 Bui lder /Arch i tect j j j ^ Donohue 

s ta temen t of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

St. Luke's Hosp i ta l , P i t t s f i e l d (now known as Providence Court) , is a 
well-preserved and unusually in tact Georgian Revival -s ty le hospital of f i n e l y 
craf ted and detai led ear ly 20th century const ruct ion. Bu i l t in 1926 by the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Spr ing f ie ld , St. Luke's was the f i r s t Catholic 
teaching hospi tal in Berkshire County. I t s merger with P i t t s f i e l d General 
Hospital in 1967 was the nat ion 's f i r s t union of a Catholic and nonsectarian 

Retaining i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , 
f ee l i ng , as wel l as associations with the reg ion 's Catholic 

health f a c i l i t y . 
workmanship, and 
comnunity at the turn of the century, St . Luke's f u l f i l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

St. Luke's Hospital was P i t t s f i e l d ' s t h i r d hospi tal and the f i r s t established 
under the auspices of the Cathol ic church. I t was founded in 1916 by the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Sp r ing f i e ld , who used the char i table bequest of 
clergyman Rev. Charles J . Boylan to remodel two frame houses on Springside -
Avenue, one mile north of the nominated property. Boylan Memorial Hospital 
was dedicated ear ly in 1917. By the close of that year, however, the 
f a c i l i t i e s had proven inadequate. On behalf of the church. Bishop Thomas 
Beaven purchased the one-acre Allen Estate on East Street , home of wealthy 
P i t t s f i e l d horse breeder Wil l iam Russell A l len . The East Street area was then 
one of P i t t s f i e l d ' s most prest igious res iden t ia l neighborhoods. A l len 's Queen 
Anne-style residence, constructed in 1886, became a 28-bed maternity 
hosp i ta l . I t was named St. Luke's in honor of the patron saint of 
physicians. (The bu i ld ing was l i s t e d in the National Register in 1980.) The 
Boylan Memorial Hospital remained in use for surgery and medical treatments. 

Five years l a t e r , in 1922, the church again found i t s e l f in need of a larger 
bu i ld ing . Construction of the nominated property, erected s p e c i f i c a l l y fo r 
use as a church-related h o s p i t a l , began in 1923. The arch i tect appears to 
have been Jonathan Wil l iam Donohue of Spr ing f ie ld , we l l known for h is 
ecc les iast ica l bui ldings in central and western Massachusetts. Under the 
supervision of the Sisters of Providence, the new f a c i l i t y admitted i t s f i r s t 
patients in 1926. Boylan Memorial Hospital was sold in that year and la ter 
demolished. 

The handsome bu i ld ing , f i v e s tor ies in height , provided patients with comfort 
and up-to-date care. While i t s lavish use of limestone ornament, i t s T-shaped 
plan, i t s varying window s izes, and i t s changing wal l planes appear more 
res iden t ia l than i n s t i t u t i o n a l , suggesting the apartment blocks of the per iod, 
the hospital contained 75 pr ivate rooms, twelve wards, and, on the main 
block 's eastern and western ends, b r i gh t l y l i t so la r i a . Open porches o f f the 
e l l ' s rooms provided fresh a i r and room fo r exercise in warm weather. An 
auditorium and chapel were also ava i lab le . In i t s f i r s t f u l l year of 
operat ion, St . Luke's cared fo r 3,164 pat ien ts . The hospital s t a f f included 
f i f t y - s i x phys i c i ans. 

continoed 
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10. Geographical Data 
2.46 acres Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle namp P i t t s f i e l d e a s t 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See attached plans and sketch. The bounds of the property include a l l of the 
property under c.-mership of the P i t t s f i e l d Housing Authority^ 

Lis t a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state '^/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title ^^^^y I r iedberg , Preservation Planner, Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission, with 

Willioi.1 r i ynn , former Executive D i rec lu r , P iLLsf ie ld Housing Authori ty 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1987 

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 5i7-727-8<-70 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accordirtg to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Off leer signature V^jJUxv^^ A I c^J>w^c^ 

title 
State His tor ic Preservation Of f icer  
Executive Di rector . Massachiisetts His tor ica l date Al 

Conmi ssion For MPS use only 
l^^eretoy certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date y/ /a^ 
^ 1 Keeper of the National Register 
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The hospital was i n i t i a l l y heavily mortgaged. In 1929, the diocese devised a 
plan to levy an assessment on a l l Catholic churches in Berkshire County over 
the next ten years in order to create a fund for the f u l l payment of the 
interest and partial payment of the principal. 

The hospital's school of nursing--at the Boylan Memorial Hospital, then with only 6 
pupils--gradually expanded in the East Street building. Its peak enrollment 
was forty-one students in 1948. In 1951, a nurses' home. Madonna Hall, opened 
on the western side of the former Allen Estate. The new building echoed the 
nominated property in plan, materials, size, and (though simpler), styling. 
( I t is now a state mental health f ac i l i t y . ) 

St. Luke's traditionally cared for war veterans as well as parishioners. With 
an endowment from Pittsfield's Community War Chest Fund and from the Berkshire 
Eagle's Tobacco Fund, the hospital was able to provide care for former 
servicemen and Red Cross nurses who had served in the First World War. 

The nominated property remained Pittsfield's only Catholic hospital throughout 
most of its existence. In 1967, i t merged with one of Pittsfield's two other 
hospitals, the nonsectarian PittsfieB General (established on North Street as 
the House of Mercy in 1877). Financial concerns were the primary reason for 
the merger, the nation's f i r s t between a Catholic and a nonsectarian 
hospital. The two became known as Berkshire Medical Center. In 1976, the 
former Pittsfield General Hospital added a large wing (named the St. Luke's 
Pavilion) and in that year, the nominated property ceased to function as a 
health care f ac i l i t y . In 1978, the Pittsfield Housing Authority purchased the 
former hospital and i ts small storage building (but not the Allen House nor 
Madonna Hall, whose ownership was transferred to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts) and shortly thereafter, St. Luke's was converted to housing for 
the elderly, i t was renamed Providence Court at that time. 
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Public Acquisition 
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Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
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• fair 
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I I ruins 

I I unexposed 
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unaltered 

c n altered 
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• completeness 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 
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cn Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 B - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

* Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

m 

Carol Shul l , Keeper 
National Register of Histor ic Places 
P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Danvers, Sprague House, 59 Endicott Street. 

P i t t s f i e l d , Providence Court, 379 East Street . 
The properties have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board. CV/ners 
were no t i f i ed of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days 
before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments 

.received to date are attached to the nominations forms. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Conmission 

VT/dr 

Enclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 ^ 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

September 29, 1987 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination forms returned after substantive 
review by your staff: 

Boston, 17 Cranston Street 

Boston, Hoxie, Timothy, House, 135 Hillside Street 

Boston(Roxbury), Westerly Burial Ground, Center Street 

Concord, Thomas Mott Shaw Estate, 317 Garfield Road 

ittsfield. Providence Court, 379 East Street 

Southbridge, Southbridge Town Hall, 41 Elm Street 

All corrections have been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission 
staff. All have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

BetsyTriedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

end. 

OCT 5 i9S! 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


