
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON. MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3'x5". black and 
wt)1t«) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). 
Indicate north 

(SEE ATTACHED MAP) 

AREA FORM NO. 

3698 

Newton, Mass. MRA  

Town NEWTON (VJest Newton) 

Address 102 Highland S t ree t 

Historic Name Galen Merriam House 

Use: Present Res idence 

Original Res idence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1840s 

Source Jackson Homestead Pub. 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings Barn 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition Good 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 59.077 sg. f t . ("!«!> 1v̂a•ŷ  lacvt.') 

Setting H i l l s i d e l o c a t i o n ove r look ing 

West Newton v i l l a g e 

UTM REFERENCE 19.^16650 .^^90360 

USGS QUADRANGLE NEWTON, MA 

SCALE 1:25 , 000 

Recorded by Kathlyn Hatch, Peter Stott 

Organization Newton H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

Date March 1978, A p r i l 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( I f applicable) 

As an e l a b o r a t e l y d e t a i l e d and w e l l - p r e s e r v e d example of a l a rge I t a l i a n a t e 
mansion on West Newton H i l l , the Galen Merriam House meets c r i t e r i o n C of 
the N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P laces . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In tens of 
other buildings within the community. 

This la rge h i l l s i d e es ta te remains a very w e l l - p r e s e r v e d example of the 
e a r l y I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e residences t h a t were b u i l t on West Newton H i l l . The 
house was o r i g i n a l l y o r i e n t e d to the n o r t h , f a c i n g the v i l l a g e cen te r . The 
long s ide of the b u i l d i n g appears on t h i s e l e v a t i o n and f e a t u r e s a center 
gab le , entrance w i t h transom and s i d e l i g h t s , and three-bay facade w i t h a 
round window i n the gab le . The s ide of the house and an a t tached rear wing 
face Highland S t r e e t . 

The b u i l d i n g ' s d e t a i l i n g , p r i m a r i l y f rom I t a l i a n a t e m o t i f s , inc ludes 
eaves brackets and a l o n g , bracketed veranda tha t appears on three sides of 
the house. The peaked windows a t the gable l e v e l ar<& a noteable element of 
i t s t r i m : t h i s m o t i f i s assoc ia ted w i t h contemporary Gothic Rev iva l s t y l e 
des ign . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house, e rec ted i n the l a t e 1840s, was apparen t ly b u i l t f o r Galen 
Merriam, a Boston coal merchant, whose business was loca t ed on Harr i son 
Avenue, near South Cove. Merriam owned much of the land on both sides of 
Highland S t r e e t , and a f t e r h i s move to Nahant about 1877, l a rge par t s of 
the es ta te were so ld f o r development. The house and the remaining p roper ty 
were acqui red by George A. F r o s t , one of the p r i n c i p a l s of the Boston f i r m 
of George Fros t & Co. , a manufacturer of l ad i e s underwear. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Friends of the Jackson Homestead, Newton's Older Houses: West Newton 
(1978) , pp. 38-39. 
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Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of the Inter ior 
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National Register of Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
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Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton MRA 
g^gfg Middlesex (Jounty, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

8 1 . Hyde, Gershom, House 

82. Jackson House 

83. Jackson, Samuel, J r . , 
House 

84. Jennison, Joshua, House 

85. Judk ins , Amos, House 
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^^Teeper 
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87. Kingsbury House 

88. K i s t l e r House 

89. Merriam, Galen, House 

90. Mount Pleasant 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Merriam, Galen, House (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZl resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
Q appeal 

Entorad iu cue 

Working No. ^ , 
Fed. Reg. Datel ^ ^ ^ 3 / ^ 1 
Date Due: S M z / U - 9 / Y < t i ' 
Action: 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CZl sample • request • appeal CZl NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CZlno 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZ! good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below i W 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance//n one para^rapA^ 

CD summary paragraph ' ' 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CZ] applicable criteria 
LJ justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance ' ' 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Pretervation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title datB . 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may he directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







city of Newton Assesaor's Mapa. Sheet 4Z 
Metric Series. 1979 
Scale: UTM grid line Interval - 100 meters (328 feet) 

Newton, Mass. MRA 
102 Highland St. , West Newton 
(Galen Merriam House) 
32-4-3A 


