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UTM REFERENCE 19.316730.%%91420

USGS QUADRANGLE NEWTON, MA
SCALE 1:25,000

AREA FORM NO.
3201

Newton, Mass. MRA
Town NEWTON (West Newton)

Address 121 Adena Road

Historic Name Henry Gane House

Use: Present Residence

Original Residence

DESCRIPTION

- 1860s
Source Surveyor
Style Mansard

Architect unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric Flush boarding

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates)

Dormers, entrance (late 19th cent.)

Condition Good

Moved Yes Date C.1914

Acreage 7,404 sq. ft. (les fhan facn)

Setting Early 20th-century residen-_

tial neighborhood

Recorded by Kathlyn Hatch, Peter Stott

Organization Newton Historical Comm.

Date January 1978, April 1986




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

As one of Newton's most elaborate Mansard-style residences, the Henry A.
Gane House meets criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

One of Newton's most elaborate Mansard-style residences, this former
mansion is distinguished by the quality of its elaborate trim. The
building has a planar facade, characteristic of symmetrical designs favored
in the Mansard period, and the paired side bay windows that were a common
feature of houses built in West Newton duringh the 1860s.

The ornate porch comprises the most distinctive feature in the
building's design. The posts are clustered, tied together visually with
valence boards at the eaves and classical, vase-turned balusters. The
window detailing is also unusually elaborate and consists of a molded
surround with curved labels, flared jambs, and feet at the sills.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

This residence, once surrounded by 16 acres of landscaped grounds and
greenhouses, was constructed for Henry Gane in the 1860s at a location a
few hundred feet from this site, at the southwest corner of Waltham and
Derby streets. Henry A. Gane (1811-1897) was a well-known West Newton
resident and a successful Boston merchant. Born in England, he came to the
U.S. as a young man and started in the book binding trade, which he
developed into a large business. Later he went into the mercantile line of
book binders' supplies in a wholesale way. On his retirement about twenty
years before his death, he turned to the cultivation of flowers. His green
houses were well known, "being always open to the public in chrysanthemum
season." His obituary continued: "Mr. Gane made his name somewhat famous
both here and abroad among chrysanthemum growers for his many seedlings
which have taken prizes and which are recognized as among the choicest
varities by florists."

After Gane's death in 1897, the land was subdivided. The house and two
acres was bought by Alice M. Watkins, and much of the rest of the land was
taken up by S. Edward Howard (1840-1912), instrumental in building the
Northgate Club and laying out Northgate Park. Henry Gane's house was moved
to the corner of Northgate Park and Adena Road when the intersection was
developed for house lots during World War I.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

"Henry A. Gane," Newton Journal 13 August 1897, p. 5.
Atlases: 1874, 1886, 1895, 1907, 1917.

City Directories: 1868, 1899, 1903, 1907, 1913, 1915.
Bird's Eye View of West Newton (1890)
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3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O yes O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

D excellent E] deteriorated O unaltered il original site
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