
FORM A - AREA 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET. BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black 
i white) Indicate on back 
of each photo street addresses 
for buildings shown. Staple to 
left side of form. 

Area Letter Form numbers In this Area 

NN-316, NG-678-68O 

Sewton, Mass. MiAl 

Town Newton (Newton Jentre) 

Name of Area (If any) 

Union Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Present Use commercial 

General Date or Period I89OS 

General Condition Very Good 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area Indicating properties within I t . 
Number each property for which Individual 
Inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets Including route numbers. I f 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet I f space here Is not sufficient). 

Acreage 

Recortted by Har r ie t y/hite 

Organization Newton H i s t o r i c a l Commissic 

Date March, I986 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE A /̂̂ jfoH  
SCALE 7; 25./ZD 

3», . 

,„. K. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Union Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s one of c i t y ' s only 
i n t a c t clusters of l a t e nineteenth commercial structures, and 
i l l u s t r a t e s the development of a small business d i s t r i c t centered 
around a suburban r a i l r o a d depot; i t therefore meets C r i t e r i a A and 
of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other areas within the community. 

The Union Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t contains the c i t y ' s best cluste r 
of well-preserved commercial buildings dating from the nineteenth century. 
The d i s t r i c t i s dominated by i t s handsome commuter r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n . 

Beginning i n 1881, major innovations i n suburban r a i l r o a d depot 
design occurred, with the trend continuing u n t i l the t u r n of the century. 
In 1884, v/hen the Boston & Albany Railroad Company purchased a section 
of land that ran from the Fenway area of Boston to Newton Highlands 
f o r eventual use as a commuter l i n e . H.H. Richardson and F.L. Olmsted 
the country's foremost a r c h i t e c t and landscape a r c h i t e c t of the 19th 
century were commissioned to design the twelve stations to be located 
i n Newton. Only three of the o r i g i n a l twelve have survived: the Newton 
Highlands Station, '//oodland Station i n Aubumdale, and the Newton 
Centre Station. ( A l l three N.R.H.P. 3/25/76). . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical Importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

By the 1850s Newton Centre showed l i t t l e sign of development. - " 
There was no regular commuter r a i l service, and fewer than ten 
buildings stood clustered around the common. Farms surrounded the 
v i l l a g e center. Although street patterns v;ere expanding, Newton 
Centre's growth even during the t h i r d quarter of the nineteenth century 
v/as slow and b u i l d i n g was l i m i t e d . The Nevrbon Journal reported i n _ 
September 1866 that few houses were available f o r sale or rent i n • . 
Newton Centre. I t v/as generally thought that improved r a i l r o a d service 
v/ould generate development a c t i v i t y . A f t e r the completion of the 
Back Bay l a n d f i l l project i n Boston, passenger service between Boston 
and Nev/ton Centre became more frequent and r e l i a b l e . In 1882, a f t e r 
many years of e f f o r t , a group of investors including James F.C.Hyde, dormed 
the Nev/ton Circuit Railroad Company. The project ivas eventually taken 
over by the Boston & Albany Railroad Company, and the tracks were renev/ed 
betv/een betv.^een Newton Highlands and Boston, and extended v/ith nev/ stops 
at E l i o t , ',7aban, and V/oodland to Riverside v/here i t linked up v/ith the 
main Boston and Albany l i n e . The new r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n at Nev/ton Centre 
v/as b u i l t i n IS90 and ref l e c t e d the importance to the v i l l a g e of 
the r a i l r o a d . The ensuing years sav/ the appearance of nev/ commercial ., .'% 
structures i n Nev/ton Jentre. Several tv/o- and three- story v/ooden, ss, 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ^ t^--,-, 
Nev/ton's 19th :entury Architecture. Nev/ton centre. Oak H U l , Chestnuo H i l l , 

5: jommonwealth Avenue, 1985. . .,^ 

.;, - ' 8/85 
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INVSNTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

• MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM4ISSI0N 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Newton Centre 

Form No: 

L 

Property Name: ^^-^^ g^^^^^ 

Indicate each item on inventory form vfhigh is being continued below. 

Historical Significance: ^ 

commercial blocks were located near the Newton Centre depot and across 
from the Common. In I893, Mellen Bray, inventor, investor and 
philanthropist, b u i l t a buff-colored brick commercial block on 
Union Street (formerly kncm as Station Street) which was regarded 
as a great community asset and catalyst needed for further development 
of the area. Bray also b u i l t a number of rental properties nearby 
and i n I913 b u i l t Newton ^lentre's f i r s t apartment building, Bradford 
Court, on Herrick Road in the d i s t r i c t . 

- " • • 'f''' --'̂ 'i ....-.f 

,. ,-, • - ..- :.>'^^.; f 

... J".', y'r'>. . . .li 

• ,-t 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORECAL CĈ ^̂ ISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostm 

Comrnmity: 
Newton Centre 

Form No: 
L 

Property Name: g^ion Street 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

Arc h i t e c t u r a l Significajice: , " -

The Newton Centre Station was completed i n I890 a f t e r Richardson's 
death by his successor f i r m , Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge. Characteristic 
features include the granite and brov/nstone construction and large 
overhanging slate roof, as wel l as a covered platform on the 
trackside. On each slope of the roof are two arched eyebrow v/indows, 
A stone chimney rises between the tv/o street side dormers. The .. 
fl a r e d eaves of the hip roof are supported by wooden braces. A 
Baggage & Express Building v/hich stood next to the s t a t i o n was demolished 
i n 1985. The o r i g i n a l Olmsted landscaping does not survive. 

A second major structure i n the Union Street D i s t r i c t i s the 
buil d i n g knov/n as Bray's Block or Bray's Hall (I893) located at 
93-105 Union Street. An L-plan commercial block, the buil d i n g i s 
2i - s t o r i e s i n height and constructed of buff-colored brick v/ith a 
copper-clad hip roof and heavy modillion cornice. The semi-circular 
dormers of the a t t i c story are also a r t i c u l a t e d i n copper. The bu i l d i n g , 
designed i n the Classical Revival s t y l e , o r i g i n a l l y contained a large 
assembly h a l l , a bov/ling a l l e y , o f f i c e s and storefronts. 

The Union Building (I896; i s located at 65-73 Union Street. 
Designed i n the Georgian Revival s t y l e , the f l a t - r o o f e d structure 
has a seven-bay facade v/ith storefronts on the groimd l e v e l . The -* 
recessed entrance i s set w i t h i n a round-arched opening flanked by 
brick p i l a s t e r s supporting a f u l l entablature. Notable features 
include the modillion cornice with a d e n t i l course, and the keystone 
l i n t e l s of the v/indov/s on the upper, story. A Palladian window on 
the second story i s aligned v/ith the entrance. 

-1 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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UNION STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Address S-B-L Historic Name Date Style C/NC Inven.# Area 

17-31 Herrick St 

49-63 Union St 
65-73 Union St 
75-105 Union St 
68-72 Union St 

61-35-6 

61-36-7 
61-36-8 
61-36-9 
61-36-llA 

Bradford Court Apts. 1913 

Union Building 1896 
Bray's Block 1893 
Newton Centre RR Station 1886 
(listed NRHP-1976) 

Jacobean Rev. NC 

Georgian Rev. C 
Georgian Rev. C 
Classical Rev. C 
Richardsonian C 

NC-316 

NC-680 
NC-678 

22,980 

8,735 
A, 148 
31,455 
2,842 

Union St 61-36-10 LOT 3,300 
Union St 61-36-11 LOT 3,060 
Union St 61-36-llB LOT 360 
Union St 61-36-llC LOT 958 
Union St 61-36-llD LOT 1,400 

10 properties with an area of 79,238 sqaure feet ( 
5 buildings, 1 non-contributing; 5 vacant lots 

acres ) 

•J 
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NPS Fonii 10-900-1 
(M2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet item numtier 

f 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton MRA 
State Middlesex Coanty, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

11. Newton Lower Falls 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

12. Newton Theological I n s t i t u t i o n 
His to r i c D i s t r i c t Entered i n the 

Hatloiisa. B»fiiater 

/ l ^ p e r ^^7[^^ /^ -^^^- -V^;?^^-^^ /»^ 

Attest 

13. Newton Upper Fa l l s 
His to r i c D i s t r i c t 

Entered In the f^eper 
2i«itioiial Beglater 

Attest 

14. Newtonville Historic District ^*«^e^^^^*^^^lfe^)er /^(^C^-^-^^^^''^^^^^^ 

15. Old Chestnut H i l l 
H i storic D i s t r i c t 

Attest 

S t i w i l ^ B e g i s t e x ^ W p e r ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

His to r i c D i s t r i c t 
16. Our Lady Help of Christians j^ntered l5i ta« "jytCeeper 

Attest 

fiatered In the ^ ^ p e r r ? d d < ^ < ^ - ^ y ^ y < ^ 
aatiooal Register 

17. Putnam Street Hi s to r i c 
D i s t r i c t 

Attest 

18. Sumner and Gibbs Streets Sntered i n the -^toepev f / ^ ^ | 
Histo r i c D i s t r i c t 

19. Union Street Hi s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t 

20. Webster Park Historic 

D i s t r i c t 

Sfttlwial Eftgistar 

•lintered i n the 
Hatiocal Bagioter 

Fat.o.re-1 i n the 

Attest 

^^ ÎTeeper 

Attest 

^Tffe^per ^^{^^'t^^^/^y}^ ?M<r^ 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Union Street Historic District (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

O resubmission 

O nomination by person or local government 

n owner ob jea ion 

• appeal 

Working No. 

;* ; Fed. Reg. Date 

" Date Due: 

Act i on : _ £ ^ - A C ^ P T 

Entered in the RETURN 
National iioe'ls:^ REJECT 

•iiii 2 3 mx 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: • sample • request • appeal d ] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 

Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 

substantive reasons discussed below 

1 . Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

n unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if icnown) physical appearance 

CZI summary paragraph , 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 

CD alterations/integrity ^' ^'-'y^'-. 

CD dates 
• boundary selection . . . 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checl< and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria % ^ 
CD justification of areas checl<ed 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance . ' 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

Other 

JXMaps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 
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Nev/ton, Mass. M.R.A. 
Union Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Newton Jentre 


