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DESCRIPTION 

^^Sfl^^'P'^M CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

.PHYSICAL APPEARANCE_ 

This two-story building is trapezoidal in plan, almost totally 

occupying the site. The exterior walls are poured concrete on a pile 

foundation, scored to suggest panelizatlon, and have streamlined curved 

corners. I t has a steel roof frame and gypsum and concrete roof decks. A 

base is suggested by slightly projecting the concrete foundation around the 

building. Some minor deterioration and discoloration is visible, but 

considering the wear and tear the building must endure, i t is in very good 

condition. Previously stark concrete In color, the building was painted 

bright yellow In 1983, which can withstand abuse better than a paler color. 

The functional nature of the building is expressed on the exterior by 

window placement and the building is divided into two areas: maintenance and 

operations. The maintenance area for the storage and repair of vehicles is 

distinguished by large expanses of steel sash, wire glass windows with 

operable awning sections and metal louvers. The operations area for the 

running of the building, dispatch, and inventory control Is juxtaposed by 

utilizing smaller areas of windows. Where the plan places the operations and 

smaller maintenance areas along the exterior wall, a playful composition of 

windows Is established. A small mezzalne level in the rear adds another 

dialog by i t s need of light at an In-between level. 

Three features of the garage's program add another layer of Intrigue to 

the total composition of the building. First, the vehicle entry (located at 

the southeast corner on "A" Street) is defined by sweeping curves indicating 

the flow of traffic in and out. Gilded aluminum letters above on a thin 

awning are the only embellishment to the exterior. Within the curved walls 

are small security windows for the dispatcher and general foreman. 

Secondly, looking into the entry, is the two-car ramp along the south wall 

to the second floor maintenance areas. The final element Is the vehicle 
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elevator, assessible from both floors and "A" Street. Its tall penthouse Is 

used as a organizing element to tie together the building's different flat 

roof and parapet heights. The building's play with copings and layering to 

brejQc down its large scale contributes to its appeal. 

—: The vehicle entrance leads to two large truck storage areas with the 

maintenance rooms along the east end. Proceeding up the asphalt block ramp, 

one arrives at two additional truck storage areas wrapped by specialty 

repair rooms. Large metal framed skylights are on the roof (some are now 

permanently sealed). Above the entrance are the operations offices, 

including the Fleet Manager's office in the southeast corner, bfost of the 

interior walls are of either brick or poured concrete; additions are of 

concrete block or plasterboard. The floors and ceilings eire primarily 

exposed concrete; offices now have acoustical tile ceilings and tile floors. 

ITERATIONS. 

In addition to the exterior painting, the covering of some skylights, 

and the installation of insulated tiles in some window panels, two exterior 

doors, one set of fire stairs, and several interior doors have been added to 

the building, and a large centered coliunn and Island at the vehicle entry 

has been removed around 1960. 
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The Post Office Vehicle Maintenance Facility is located in an industrial d i s t r i c t of 
South Boston on "A" Street between West First Street and Sobin Park. Manufacturing and 
warehouse structures, many constructed before 1900 and b u i l t of brick, predominate in 
this area. This building is an important landmark within i t s urban context by virtue of 
i t s striking design and bright yellow coloration. 

Although less than f i f t y (50) years old, this building is eligible to the National 
Register of Historic Places as a rare Boston-area example of the International style. 
I t is reminiscent of Pre-World War I I structure in Western Europe, the bir t h place of 
this style - The International style emerged during the 1920's and 1930's in Germany, 
Holland, France, etc. Its rallying cry was "ornament is crime." Proponents of this 
style viewed buildings as space enclosing envelopes. This view f i t s in well with the 
functional needs of man organizations-such as the U.S. Post Office-for interchangeable 
work areas. The Vehicle Maintenance Facility's scored concrete exterior simulating 
individual panels, and the large glass and steel sash areas are consistent with the 
style's design tenets based on factory fabricated components. Its emphasis on function-
alism, stark simplicity, open planning and usage of mundance components (i.e. the 
elevator and ramp) as visible design elements are the hallmarks of the Federal Government's 
move away from classical tradition to one heralding the modern machine age. Indeed, 
the International style presented a challenge to Ecole der Beaux Arts trained architects 
steeped in the Classical style which had been revived during the 1890's and 1900's. This 
building represents the work of West Coast modernist Gilbert Stanley Underwood (no 
citation in Withey's Dictionary of American Architects). He served as consulting architect 
on federal government building projects during the 1930's-1950's. He was responsible 
for the Federal Building in Los Angeles (1941), U.S. Court House, Seattle Washington (1941) 
and the P.H.A. residence for Women, Washington, D.C. (1942). He is perhaps best known 
for his stylish, streamlined, terra cotta covered San Francisco Mint Building (1937). 
Underwood was the Architect of several articles including " I l l u s t r a t i n g the Perfection 
of Terra Cotta Ceramic Veneer" (American Architect and Engineer, April 1941). 

Photographs date this structure's reinforced steel footings to December 1940. The 
second floor ground slab reads "March 31, 1941." The building was completed at the end 
of 1941. Innovative features of this structure included a traveling crane and monorail 
system (now exists only in parts of the second f l o o r ) . I t was capable of producing 
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entire cars right through the 1940's. Today, the garage is s t i l l self sufficient 
though i t now purchases i t s vehicles. A granite plaque on the "A" Street elevation 
reads "Frank C. Walker, Postmaster General; John M. Carmoody, Federal Works Adminis­
trator; W. Signlehert Reynolds, Commissioner of Public Buildings; Louis A. Simon, 
Supervising Architect; Neal A. Melnick, Supervising Engineer; Gilbert Stanley Underwood, 
Consulting Architect, 1940." 
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Review Corrments 

USPO Garage, Boston 

The Boston USPO Garage, constructed in I9t t0-t t i is e x c e p t i o n a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y at the loc a l l e v e l as a rare 
s u r v i v i n g example of the streamlined I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t y l e . 
According to the SHPO, between the years no major public 
b u i l d i n g s were constructed in Boston. The garage is the only 
Boston p u b l i c b u i l d i n g executed in the streamlined I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
S t y l e . I t is r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t and in a good state of 
pres e r v a t i o n . I t ' s d i s t i n g u i s h i n g design features c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of the s t y l e are: ste e l reinforceed poured concrete 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , s t e e l sash, wire glass i n d u s t r i a l windows wit h 
operable awning sections and metal louvers, s c u l p t u r a l massing, 
sweeping c u r v i l i n e a r corners, and the lack of decorative 
d e t a i l i n g w i t h the exception of the hallmark g i l d e d aluminum 
l e t t e r i n g at the entrance. The b u i l d i n g ' s emphasis on 
functiona1ism, stark s i m p l i c i t y , open planning, f a c t o r y 
f a b r i c a t e d components, lack of decorative ornamentation, and the 
use of uti1itarian/mechanica1 components such as the elevator and 
the c i r c u l a t i o n ramp as elements consciously i n t e g r a t e d i n t o the 
bu i l d i n g ' s design are i n d i c a t i v e of the US Postal Service's move 
away from the c l a s s i c a l and r e v i v a l s t y l e s toward a modernist 
aes thet i c . 

The SHPO made a recommendation of "no" in section //12 in response 
to the State Review Board's f a i l u r e to recommend nomination of 
t h i s b u i l d i n g , although the State s t a f f s t r o n g l y recommends that 
the b u i l d i n g i s very s i g n i f i c a n t and meets the National Register 
c r i t e r i a for l i s t i n g as a f i n e r epresentative of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Style at the lo c a l l e v e l . 
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE 

P C Sox 324 
Laxingtcn. MA0M7>0324 

August 19, 1965 

The Honorable Î ymcnd Flynn 
Mayor, City of Boston 
Boston City 1^1 
Ckie City Oall Plaza 
Boston, 02201 

Dear Jfeyor Flynn: 

Ihe U.S. Postal Service in conjunction with the h^sadiusetts State Historic 
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Vdiicle hfaintewice Facility 
in Boston and has detennined it is significant from an historical viewpoint. 

Ll view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Rjstsd Service intei>ds to nominate 
this building to the Ilational Register of Historic Places. Vfe would, prior to 
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your cc«currence. 

If you concur with our proposed action, kindly retum a signed copy of this 
letter in the aiclosed envelope. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory Gil leland 
General Î feuviger 

Concur: 

Ehclosures 

JPC/ljr 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

May 8, 1986 

•• '' •• - —% ,« 

' " •' -< :-. 
Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r ^ 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 
Dear Ms. Shull: 
The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the 
post o f f i c e located at 135 "A" Street, Suffolk County, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
I f you have questions concerning t h i s nomination, please 
c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

Sincerely 

in S. Sorens4 
Realty Specialist, Senior 
Office of Real Estate 

Enclosure 


