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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
1. Type of Structure: Federal Building, former U.S. Post Office

2. Building Placement: Detached - the building occupies approximately 327% of the 38,188 sf
site, with south frontage on Kearney Square, west side on the Eastern Canal and the east
side bordering the Concord River. Its rear faces a complex of industrial mill buildings.

The Federal Building is located on the periphery of the Lowell Locks and Canals Historic
District.

3. General Characteristics:
a. Shape - The building is rectangular, measuring 140' x 88'. The 90' long mezzanine
level extends out 12' in the rear of the building over the mailing platform.

b. Stories - There are three stories plus basement and mezzanine. The roof is hipped
and once contained a skylight (removed 1970's).

c. Materials — The building has a structural system of steel beams and columns and
concrete slabs, a facade of gray dressed granite on the front and two sides, and
yellow brick in common bond in the rear. The entablature and ballustrade are of
gray terra cotta.

4. Special Features: The architectural style of the building is Neo-Classical with many
high quality details. These include a full entablature, ballustrade and Doric central
portico. The first floor windows on the front and sides are round-arched and topped
with keystones. Windows on the rear first and all of the second floor are rectangular,
while those of the mezzanine level and third floor are square. All windows are of the
metal sash type. The front portico contains three pedimented doorways, and quoins are
used on the four corners of the building. A tall copper lamp stands on each side of
the front portico at the base of the steps. Each consists of an ornate low base, tall
fluted stem and an octagonal lantern at the top.

The interior lobby retains much of its historical integrity, with marble walls, terrazzo
floors, and at each end of the room, two Doric columns forming an arch. Light fixtures
are original as well, and the overall effect is light and airy. The existence of three
penstocks in the basement prevents utilization of the entire basement space.

5. Outbuildings: A small structure (approximately 12' x 25') constructed in 1975 contains
the East Merrimack Street Siphon, for which the City of Lowell was granted an easement
(23" x 36'). It is located on the southeastern corner of the lot, between the building
and the Concord River.

6. Other Manmade Elements: A paved parking lot exists in the rear of the building and a
gray dressed granite wall runs along the bank of the Concord River, northeast of the
building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The U.S. Post Office in Lowell was designed by one of its few native architects at the

time, George Augustine Daidy, and is important in its Neo-Classical Style. The Supervising
Architect of the Treasury was James A. Wetmore, and A.W. Mellon was Secretary of the
Treasury. Construction occurred under the Works Progress Administration, a depression era
public buildings program, at a time when the Treasury Department employed private architects
The Federal Building represents the government's policy toward public buildings in that era,
namely that they be of lasting benefit and enduring character.

The original fabric of the building is intact and in good condition, retaining its historical
integrity. The building is a focal point in the Kearney Square area and has been associated
with events which have contributed to local and state history. Its architecture embodies
the characteristics of fine workmanship, design and style.

Prior to construction of the present Federal Building, the site had undergone several
building changes. An 1821 map of Lowell notes a "Homestead" standing on a portion of the
lot and subsequent maps of 1831 and 1832 record a building of similar plan labeled '"Mansion
House", which seems to have straddled the Eastern Canal, extending onto the western part of
the lot.

Between 1839 and 1841, this property was built up with two brick rows of "tenement" houses
constructed for the Massachusetts Cotton Mills by the Proprietors of Locks and Canals.
There were two streets laid out on the property at this time; Hancock Street extended along
the east bank of the Eastern Canal, while Mill Square ran at right angles to Hancock Street
along the southern boundary of the Massachusetts Mill Yard. In 1910-11, these two brick
rows were demolished to allow construction of Section 12 of the Massachusetts Cotton Mills.
It was a five story brick building which had frontage on the Concord River from Section 8
of the Massachusetts Mills to East Merrimack Street. Section 12 extended along East
Merrimack Street over the Eastern Canal to Canal Street. In 1929-30, Section 12 was
demolished.

In 1929, the site was purchased for a Post Office for $120,000. George Augustine Daidy, a
Lowell native and an architect for the Public Buildings Administration, designed the build-
ing. Construction began in 1930 with the Lowell firm of Johnson and Melloy as contractor.
The building is constructed over three penstocks, extending from the Concord River to the
Pawtucket Canal, through which water flows to a power plant. Occasional water problems in
the building's basement are experienced.

The building's current use as a Federal Building is mainly as a Veterans Administration
Clinic, with other Federal agencies located there as well. The interior has largely been
altered for these purposes with the exception of the lobby, which retains much of its
original integrity. The Government has determined that disposal of this property will
occur in the future. Inclusion in the National Register will insure that this valuable

asset to the City of Lowell will remain intact.
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Federal Building, Lowell, MA

Site Plan - 1953
Prior to construction of East

Merrimack Street Siphon (1975)
on southeast corner of lot.
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Federal Building, Lowell, MA

E. Savolainen, 7/17/85

General Services Administration
Public Buildifgs and Real Property
Boston, Massachusetts

A. Looking Northwest - Front of building
#1
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Federal Building, Lowell, MA

E. Savolainen, 7/17/85

General Services Administration
Public Buildings and Real Property
Boston, Massachusetts

B. Northeast - Area behind building
#2






Federal Building, Lowell, MA

E. Savolainen, 7/17/85

General Services Administration
Public Buildings and Real Property
Boston, Massachusetts

Northeast = Front portico
#3






Federal Building, Lowell, MA

E. Savolainen, 7/17/85

General Services Administration
Public Buildings and Real Property
Boston, Massachusetts

D. West — East Merrimack Street Siphon
#4 in foreground






Federal Building, Lowell, MA

E. Savolainen, 7/17/85

General Services Administration
Public Buildings and Real Property
Boston, Massachusetts

East - Lobby
#5






Federal Building, Lowell, MA

E. Savolainen, 7/17/85

General Services Administration
Public Buildings and Real Property
Boston, Massachusetts

F. West - Lobby
#6
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Federal Building, Lowell, MA

E. Savolainen, 7/17/85

General Services Administration
Public Buildings *and Real Property
Boston, Massachusetts

East - Front and side of building
#7






Federal Building, Lowell, MA

E. Savolainen, 7/17/85

General Services Administration
Public Buildings and Real Property
Boston, Massachusetts

South - Rear of building
#8
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