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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS use only 

received J/^|^ 2 3 1986 

date entered 

FEB 2 0 1986 

historic CAPTAIN DANIEL BRADFORD HOUSE 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 251 H a r r i s o n S t r e e t N/A not for publication 

city, town Duxbury N/A vicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county Plymouth code 023 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational • private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object n /a in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Thomas Lanman 

street & number Box 38^, Snug Harbor 

city, town Duxbury N/A vicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 

Plymouth County Registry of Deeds 

street & number Russell Street 

city, town P l y m o u t h state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f x  

»»e t h e Commonwealth o f |v|;i...;;^r-h..c^i-i-<: has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

#9 
'••te 1968 — federal x state county local 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion , 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t 

city, 
Bos ton 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



7 - D e s c r i p t i o n CAPTAIN DANIEL BRADFORD HOUSE, DUXBURY, MA 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
^ excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed (as i n d i c a t e d ) 

Descr ibe t he p resen t and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Captain Daniel Bradford House is a well-preserved Federal-style bu i ld ing 
constructed i n 1808. I t i s located in the center of Duxbury, Massachusetts, a 
suburban town on Duxbury Bay, south of Boston. The house s i t s on an 8-acre 
p a r t i a l l y wooded l o t , set back on a small knol l 200 feet from Harrison 
St reet . A go l f course abuts the l o t ' s eastern edge, while the other l o t s 
adjoin ing the property contain equally secluded residences. 

The property consists of the nor th- fac ing house—a two-story, wood-frame 
structure with a two-story western e l l , part of which is contemporary with the 
main block--and a barn believed to have been b u i l t at the same time as the 
house. The house sustained some a l te ra t ions ca. 1880-1885, when a rooftop 
balustrade and small entry porch were added (now gone), as well as the e l l ' s 
second s tory . Subsequent a l te ra t ions occurred in 1927 and 1957, when the 
i n t e r i o r was modernized. 

The Daniel Bradford House's rectangular main block rests on i t s or ig ina l 
cut -gran i te foundat ion; the house r ises two stor ies and is capped by a hipped 
roof . I t s ex ter ior i s clapboard, and the roof i s sheathed in wood shingles. 
The s ing le , large chimney i s placed o f f center and forward of the r idge. 

The facade is f i ve bays wide, with a central entrance. I t s fenestrat ion is 
somewhat asymmetrically a l igned, and consists of simply enframed 12/12 sash, 
which i s not o r i g i n a l . Windows on the second story are topped by molded 
l i n t e l s and are set f lush wi th the narrow cornice. Narrow cornerboards define 
the bu i l d i ng . Windows at the b lock 's northeastern port ion are more closely 
set than those on the southeastern; together with the o f f -center chimney, th i s 
suggests that the house may have been b u i l t as a three-bay ha l f house and 
enlarged early in the 19th century. No documentation exists to substantiate \^ 
t h i s hypothesis, however. The entryway i s typical of the Federal s t y l e , with 
a surround of applied p i las te rs and open pediment f lank ing a door wi th 
s ide l ights and a graceful fan . I t i s reached by three wooden steps. 

The eastern elevat ion i s three bays deep; windows are again asymmetrically 
placed, with the two at the southern end more c losely set than the northern 
bay. Fenestration on f i r s t and second s tor ies i s i d e n t i c a l . 

The rear elevat ion contains four bays; again they are asymmetrically placed. 
On the f i r s t s tory , a mid-20th century screened porch obscures the western 
three bays. Windows again are 12/12 sash. A bulkhead located beneath the 
easternmost bay provides access to the f u l l basement. 

Continued 
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Only one bay of the main b lock 's eastern elevation (at i t s northern corner) i s 
v i s i b l e ; the rest i s covered by the narrow two-story double-hipped roof e l l 
extending four bays to the west. The clapboarded e l l i s b u i l t on the side of 
the k n o l l ; thus i t s basement's western end is f u l l y exposed, while on the east 
i t i s set in to the h i l l s i d e . Like the main block, i t too rests on a 
foundation of grani te blocks. Or ig ina l l y one s to ry , the e l l i s now two 
stor ies in height , having been enlarged in 1885 with i t s roo f l i ne broken by 
four inset shed-roof dormers on the f ron t elevat ion and a broad th ree - l i gh t 
dormer on the rear. A single chimney is s i ted forward of the ridge between 
the two western bays. A ca. 1887 photo shows the existence of a second 
chimney nearer the main b lock - - th i s was removed ear ly in the 20th century, at 
the time of a kitchen remodeling. While most of the fenestrat ion i s 12/12 
sash, the two f i r s t - s t o r y windows closest to the main block are 12/8. With 
the exception of those already mentioned, a l l are considered to be o r i g i n a l . 

On i t s western end, the e l l displays a t r iangu lar arrangement of fenest ra t ion , 
with two 9/9 windows close set on the f i r s t story centered beneath a 12/12 
inset shed-roof dormer on the second. A second bulkhead provides basement 
access. 

The e l l ' s rear facade i s asymmetrical and mult ip laned, re f l ec t i ng a mid-20th 
century renovation. A brick pat io i s located a t the eastern end, the juncture 
of e l l and main block. A secondary entrance stands at the southwestern 
corner. A broad th ree - l i gh t shed-roofed dormer projects from the rear of the 
e l l . 

Sited to the west of the house is a 1 1/2-story, gable-roofed barn (ca. 1808), 
with a lean- to . I t i s now used as a garage. 

The bu i ld ing ' s 14-room i n t e r i o r reta ins a number of notable or ig ina l features, 
inc luding paneled doors, hardware, f i rep laces with paneling and mantels, and 
wide pine f l o o r i n g . The e l l was a l tered in the early 20th century when a 
modern kitchen was i n s t a l l e d . 

Archaeology 

While no preh is tor ic s i tes are cur rent ly recorded on the property, i t i s 
l i k e l y that s i tes are present. One s i t e (19-PL-326) i s located adjacent to 
the property, and several others are w i th in the immediate area. In spi te of 
the many s i tes recorded, cu l tu ra l and chronological information is s l i g h t . As 
a r e s u l t , any remaining preh is tor ic s i tes would be s ign i f i can t in documenting 
Duxbury's p reh is to r ic occupation. r 4.- j 

^ Continued 
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There is potent ia l fo r occupation-related features (trash p i t s , p r i v i e s , and 
wel ls) around the house and barn. Archaeological tes t ing and examination may 
also ass is t in documenting the dates of any nonextant outbu i ld ings. Any 
surviv ing h i s t o r i c archaeological resources would be s ign i f i can t in terms of 
documenting and def in ing the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and economic patterns of th i s 
prosperous ear ly 19th century marit ime-oriented fami ly . 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e CAPTAIN DANIEL BRADFORD HOUSE, DUXBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric , _ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 - ' i . architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

^ - 1800-1899 JL . commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention X_ other (specify) 
. rnmmiini t y rlRVplnpniPnh 

Specif ic dates 1808 Bui lder /Arch i tect unknown 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Daniel Bradford House, Duxbury, retains integr i ty of location, design, 
sett ing, materials, workmanship, feel ing, and association. Architecturally, 
the Bradford House is distinguished as a part icularly well-executed and 
well-preserved building in the Federal sty le. The house holds historical 
significance for i t s associations with early 19th century Duxbury during i t s 
brief yet intense period of substantial growth and prosperity as a maritime 
community. The building is also signif icant as the home of Daniel Bradford 
and, la ter , Jacob and Moxon Smith, a l l Duxbury shipmasters and sea captains. 
I t thus f u l f i l l s Criteria A, B, and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places on the local leve l . 

By the late 18th century, Duxbury was expanding rapidly, changing from the 
farming and mi l l ing offshoot of nearby Plymouth that i t had been for much of 
i t s earl iest settlement period (incorporated 1637) into a substantial and 
se l f -suf f ic ient maritime community. Duxbury's coastal location and f ine , 
small harbor made the development of maritime act iv i t ies almost inevitable in 
the town, and indeed, by the close of the century, a well-organized 
shipbuilding industry had been established. Along with other Massachusetts' 
coastal communities, Duxbury experienced an intense period of sea-related 
growth between ca. 1780 and ca. 1840. 

In common with such smaller maritime centers as Beverly, Gloucester, 
Marshfield, Plymouth, Kingston and New Bedford, Duxbury experienced rapid 
growth in the Federal period. In contrast to most of these communities, 
Duxbury's economy evolved solely as a result of shipbuilding. Relative to the 
great Massachusetts' shipbuilding center at Newburyport, South Shore 
shipbuilding, concentrated at the North River in Marshfield and on Plymouth 
Bay at Duxbury, Plymouth and Kingston, constituted a more modest enterprise. 
Nevertheless, the South Shore shipyards produced large numbers of the small 
coasting and ocean-going vessels that supported the state's great commerce and 
trade in the Federal period, v r. 4 .-^ . r i; 

Duxbury is exceptional in the excellent state of preservation of i t s Federal 
period maritime-related resources. Few of the other communities which 
experienced similar growth in the period have retained as extensive or 
well-contained an area of well-detailed shipbuilders' houses as is found in 
Duxbury Vil lage. This is due primarily to the dramatic decline in the town's 
economy which occured after 1850. 

By 1840, the town's largest shipbuilder, Samuel Hal l , relocated his works to 
far-more-profitable Boston, and with his departure, decline in the town was 
swift and dramatic. Industry flowed—and ultimately ceased—in the 1840s, and 
with i t s ex i t , the impetus for building high-style residences also vanished. 

Conti nueo 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
inventory ot the Cultural Assets of Duxbury, 1968 
Duxbury Town Records, 1776-1850 I 
Duxbury Assessors Records, 17766-1858 
Wentworth, Dorothy, Settlement and Growth of Duxbury, Duxbury, 1973 
Winsor, Justin, History of the Town of Duxbury, Boston, 18'f9 

10. Geographical Data 
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Verbal boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See assessors map 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state ^^fi^ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, Massachusetts Historical Commission, with 

name/title Duxbury Historical Commission 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December, 1985 

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone ( 617 ) 727 -8^70 

city or town B o s t o n state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated 
accordirtg to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationai Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature V ^ t J L U j U L \ g ^ Z / V W ) ^ 

Executive D i rec to r , Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 
title State H is to r ic Preservation Of f icer ***** 

For MPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Chief of Registration 
spo S11 -ssa 
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Thus while other coastal towns continued to evolve and grow, Duxbury's 
development came to an abrupt h a l t , leaving the town with an outstanding 
concentration of Federal-period res ident ia l bui ld ings that stand as a r e l i c of 
the community's b r ie f period of mari t ime-related prosper i ty . 

During the early years of the repub l ic , settlement extended rad ia l l y from 
Tremont St reet , j u s t above the harbor in the center of Duxbury, and was 
oriented pr imar i ly toward residences fo r shipyard owners, workers, and sea 
captains. Most of the bui ld ings were ambitious and we l l -de ta i led 
Federal-style s t ruc tu res . The nominated property, somewhat iso lated from the 
res t , i s exemplary of t h i s s ty le and stands as a s ign i f i can t remnant of th i s 
important a l b e i t b r i e f period in Duxbury's development, one which saw the most 
s ign i f i can t construct ion boom in the community's h i s to ry . 

Born in 1771, Daniel Bradford was the grandson of a Representative to the 
General Court and son of a Revolutionary War co lone l , Gamaliel Bradford. At 
the age of 17, Bradford married Sarah Drew, the daughter of a Duxbury 
shipbui lder , James Drew, and went to sea. In 1799, Daniel bought the land 
comprising 15 acres and located j u s t east of Tremont Street from his 
fa ther , who had since 1764 owned substantial acreage in the center of 
Duxbury. Daniel did not bu i ld upon the land for several years. In 1807, Col. 
Bradford, Daniel 's fa ther , d ied; shor t ly therea f te r , his three sons, Daniel, 
Gershom, and Gamaliel, each began to bu i ld substantial residences on land that 
had belonged to t he i r fa ther . Gershom's and Gamaliel's (both l i s t e d on the 
National Register in 1978), were a t h i r d of a mile away from Daniel 's 
property, on Tremont St reet . In 1808, a year a f t e r he had become master of 
his own ship, the Brutus, Daniel Bradford b u i l t the nominated residence for 
his fami ly , which now included two ch i ld ren . 

In 1809, Bradford's wife accompanied him on a voyage on the Hercules. The 
t r i p was fraught wi th d isaster : a f t e r los ing i t s mast in the mid A t lan t i c 
during a bad storm, the ship was seized by pr iva teers . A year l a t e r , the 
Bradfords returned to Duxbury, wi th Daniel determined to abandon the sea and 
turn to farming. By 1811, he had bought a house and farmland in New Hampshire 
and sold his Duxbury residence fo r $2,000 to Jacob Smith, another sea captain 
and part owner of a f l e e t of ocean-going vessels berthed in Duxbury. 

Smith and his son, Moxon, l i ved in the house through the C iv i l War. Both were 
engaged in shipping a c t i v i t i e s . Between 1832 and 1837, 71 ships were b u i l t 
and 900 men employed in the shipyards; 46 f i sh ing vessels and 300 fishermen 
were act ive in the peak year of 1837. Af ter 1840, however, as mentioned 
above, shipwrights began moving nor th , closer to Boston, and yards began to 
c lose. By 1865, only two ships were launched, and the l a s t f u l l y rigged ship 
l e f t a Duxbury yard in 1869. Duxbury began a long period of stagnation, with 
l i t t l e new res ident ia l construct ion taking place over the next two decades. 

Continued 
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December 3, 1985 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Ma. 02116 

Dear S i r : 

Please be advised, the Board of Seletmen feel s i t 
would be an honor to have the Captain Daniel Bradford 
House located at 251 Harrison S t r e e t , Duxbury l i s t e d 
i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Very t r u l y yours. 
For the Board of Selectmen 

Lois M. Beckman 
Secretary 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Taimage 
E.xecuiive Director 
Slate Historic Preservation Officer 

January 16, 1986 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Brewster, Nickerson Mansion, 2871 Main Street 2 HPCA's pending: 0421-83-MA-83-0413 
and 0516-84-MA. 

.^/Duxbury, Captain Daniel Bradford House, 251 Harrison Street. 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notifed of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the 
opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached to the nomination 
forms. 

Sincerely, ^ 

a-Sarah J. Z immerman 
Preservation Planning,Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

SJ2/lk 

Enclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


