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The Main Post Office in Holyoke, Massachusetts is located on the northern
edge of the Central Business District of Holyoke in the heart of a diverse
blend of activities. Commercial ventures such as banks, department stores,
funeral homes, a theater, and an auto dealership are in the immediate
vieinity along with a church, a school, and a number of apartment buildings.
Most are three and four story structures. Apartment buildings were once
located where the Post Office stands today.

g St e T BRI N )

At the time of its' construction in July of 1933, it was considered a
"modernistic" building. It occupies approximately 20,500 square feet of the
one acre lot. The central portion of the building is two stories in height
with one story wings on either side. The exterior facade is limestone with
five windows, the middle three being two stories in height.

This large limestone edifice has two entrances located at opposite ends of
the two story main section of the Post Office. The original bronze frame and
transom is complimented by the new bronze colored aluminum and glass doors.
Framing each set of doors is a simple yet dominating pediment. Also above
the transom of each entrance is a carved panel depicting an eagle with wings
spread. Between the two entrances are three sections of an "industrial type"
metal frame and glass windows. The windows start at approximately writing
table height in the lobby and continue through to offices on the second
floor. At the second floor level is an opaque spandrel panel. The windows
are set in a recess which step back five times at the jambs and once at the
head and sill. The sill section protrudes beyond the face of the building to
the face of the granite foundation which runs continuous but slopes in at
sections that are not under windows. The platform and stairs at the entrance
are pink granite, as is the foundation. Two large plinths sit on either side
of stairs and the stairs warp around them in the front. The handrail is an
unornamented brass pipe rail. Above the entrance and windows of the main
section is carved section of this impressive entablature is the name of the
facility and on either side of it is a small carved section depieting birds
flying over the earth. The "cap"™ of the building is a zigzag pattern which
recesses back to the facia strip at the roof level. The two wings are
similar but are one story.

The front doors lead into the vestibule and lobby. Directly in back of the
postal screen is the main post office workroom, some 79 feet by 186 feet
long, lighted by its large windows and originally, by generous skylights.
These skylights have been covered over due to leaking and energy efficiency.
At the rear of the workroom are toilet accommodations, smaller workrooms,and
two stairways to the basement at the employee's entrance. Four double doors
lead from the central vestibule to the large mailing platform with its
protective marquise.

The second floor occupies approximately 5,400 square feet with wood and glass
partition offices that were once utilized by selective service agencies,
civil service, and post office inspectors. Due to the lack of a second means



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
=82 Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet HOLYOKE MAIN POST OFFICE Item number 7

of egress, this area is virtually unused today. Its only access is served
from a staircase on the northwest end of the lobby.

The lobby is not in as pristine a condition as is the exterior. The floor
and base are terrazzo, with a marble wainscot. The wainscot extends above
the service windows and post boxes and is carved and painted with gold leaf
telling how each section is utilized. The pediment at the Postmaster's door
is also marble with his title carved and painted gold. Around the pediment
is a mural done in 1936 by Ross Moffett depicting a landing by early
settlers. At the ceiling is an elaborated molded plaster frieze which is
painted.

The building is in good condition. Alterations have been minimal and
incorporated as the need for energy efficiency for working conditions
dictate. All of the original steel and plate glass windows have been
replaced with bronze, metal frame, insulated ones that do not detract from
the original intent of the building design. In 1981, a new roofing membrane
was installed and in a previous year a lift was added to the loading
platform. Part of the basement has been converted into a garage for mail
delivery vehicles.
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Tremaglio Brothers, Builders
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Holyoke and Thomas M. James & Co.
of Boston, MA

The Main Post Office on Dwight Street in Holyoke, Massachusetts is a fine

example fo Art Deco style of Architecture.

Considered a modernistic building of its time, the Holyoke Post Office was
styled after the Art Deco Folger-Shakespeare library in Washington, D.C.,
then one of the new prize winning showplaces of the capitol.

The building was designed to be dependent on simple architectural effect

rather than on cornices, columns, and lavish ornamentation.

is produced through the use of proportion,
shallow reveals.
sense of appreciation of puristic design.

Such an effect
stone jointing, slight breaks, and

The use of lines and uncomplicated carvings gives one a

Given its immense size, it would

be very easy to become overwhelmed with an abundance of complex and

inappropriate detail.

From its initial conception, the building has been recognized and appreciated

by the general public of Holyoke.

When construction funding appeared to be a

limiting factor, the architects, George P.B. Alderman and Company of Holyoke

and Thomas M. James and Company of Boston,

constructed of brick rather than limestone; a savings of $4,000.00.

proposed that the rear be
This

sparked a large outery that swept the front and editorial pages of local

newspapers.

Apppeals of "the New England tradition of building a house

four-square" and committees dedicated to the beautification of Holyoke's

buildings besieged Mayor Henry J. Toepfert's office.

Fortunately a low bid

from the Tremaglio Brothers Contracting Company of Waterbury, Connecticut
ensured the four-sided limestone construction.

The site location was also a controversial issue on the local and national

scene.

The present site at Dwight Street was originally opposed by the

Mayor's office and several citizens groups, each with their own prejudices.
Some twenty (20) sites were considered and only when the Treasury Department
threatened to withdraw the entire project did the Dwight Street site win

unaminous approval.

The Main Post Office building at Holyoke is a significant example of the Art

Deco style and construction.

The entry of this building on the National

Register of Historic Places will aid the preservation of a unique building in

revitalized streetscapes of Holyoke.
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Lexington, MA 02173-0324

June 17, 1985

The Honorable Ernest E. Proulx
Mayor, City of Holyoke

City Hall, Room 1

Holyoke, MA 01040

Dear Mayor Proulx:

The U. S. Postal Service in conjunction with the Massachusetts Historical
Commission in Boston has evaluated the Main Post Office in Holyoke and has
determined it is significant from a historical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

If you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed envelope.

Sincerely,

i« A‘////////:::>

Enclosure

JPC/13jr
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L’Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

December 6, 1985

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post
office located at 650 Dwight Street, Hampden County,
Holyoke, Massachusetts.

If you have any questions concerning this nomination, please
call me at 202/268-3107.

Sincerely,

John S. Sorenson
Realty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure




