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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo aumber 

] Town North AriPTn̂ MRA  

I Address State Road 

I Historic Name William B. Sherman Farm 
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SKETCH MAP ' 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Recorded by Betsv Friedberg 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Mage: H - i g t o v i r ^ a l r n r n n i g Q i n n 

Date July, 1985 

Use: Present -pp'wifl̂ nr'.p 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION': ,  

Date ca. 1820-1«30 

Source_Qee£i3^ 

S^^* Gceek_Eesi±uai. 

Architect N/A 

Exterior wall fabric clanboard 

O u t b u i l d i n g s n a v a g p . (9n-t-h ^<:^n-t-nT-y) 

Major alterations (-with dates) North 

porch added, ca. 1870-187.5 

Moved No Date N/A 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Setting The hoii.sp i.g Incatpri nn a TOnndf^rl 

Imt frfmti.as tha State Road.—Once part 

of a large farm, the land has since been 
subdivided for residential develooment. 

Williamstown Quadrangle ; . ' 
UTM reference: 18/649620/4729000 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural featin-es and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the crannunity.) 

The house i s architecturally distinctive as a Greek Revival farmhouse vs^ich was later 
embellished with a striking Italianate-style veranda. The original house is five 
bays wide with Doric comer pilasters supporting an entablature with a f u l l pediment 
in each gable end. The sash have original six over six lights. Sonetirae around 1870. 
(possibly e a r l i e r ) , the house was renodeled with the addition of the present large 
veranda. This consists of four posts linked by broad arcading. In the spandrells of 
the arches is an unusual f i l i g r e e design. The floor-length windows and double doors 
off the veranda are part of the same renodeling. • * 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 

history and how the building relates to the development of the comnunity.) 

This house i s historically important as part of the William B; Sherman dairy farm. 
I t i s one of a very few surviving unalterated farmhouses in North Adams. William B. 
Sherman was a native of Rhode Island, where he was born in 1759. In 1780 he married 
and settled in Williamstown, Mass., wiiere he b u i l t a house and established a grocery 
store. The present house stands on farmland purchasedty Sherman in 1813. 

At scxne undetermined date, possibly around 1830, Sheiman erected this house. The land 
on v/hich i t stands was originally part of Williamstown. ( I t did not become part of 
North Adams u n t i l 1900.) Sherman and his son Eber developed the land as a dairy 
farm, raising sheep as well. Eber constructed a large Greek Revival-style residence for 
himself a few hiindred yards to the east of his father's hone. The Eber Sherman house 
was apparently b u i l t aroiond 1843, the year he purchased his father's farm. (Hie 
Eber Sherman House, 1010 State Road,'was li s t e d on the National Register of Historic ' 
Places in 1983„) William Sherman, vfho retained l i f e tenancy to his home, died three 
years later in 1846. •. . • . 

Eber Sherman I I sold the entire farm to Augusta Hull in 1862. Hull then divided the 
property, selling the Eber Sherman House to Henry Chapman in 1871 and the William 
Sherman House to J. Y. Lewis in 1873. I t may have been around that time that the 
house was remodeled with the large veranda and floor-length windows. 

(see below) .j 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

Record of Deeds, Adams, MA 

Eber Sherman House, 1010 State Road, No. Adams, MA National Register nomination form, 198i 

Historical Significance cont'd: 

After Lewis' death, his heirs sold the farm to Allen D. Phelps i n 1885. The Phelps 
family continued to manage the property as a farm well in the the twentieth century. 
Since World War I I , however, the surrounding farmland has been sold off for conmercial 
and residential development, and for the North Adams Airport. The building today s i t s 
on a l o t of less than one acre. 

lOM - 7/82 



NPS Form 10-MO-* OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name North Adams MRA 
State Bershire County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

11. Hathaway Tenement Efltefed I n tiM 
National Heglster 

12. Johnson School •» >, 

13. Johnson Manufacturing 
Company 

Entered i n tk© 
Hationai Register 

14. Norad M i l l 

15. Sherman, William B., 
Farm 

16. Sykes House 

17. Wells House 

Enteral TM 
Mationiil ItglwSolH 

Entered in the 
national Eeglattr 

Entered in tha 
National B«i;lBter 

i3ntared i n tJui 

Sritared i n tha 
National Barrister 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Phelps House 
I ' I L ' 
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^TCeeper 
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Keeper 
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Date/Signature . . . 



WASO Form • 177 
("R" Jun* 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Sherman, William B., Farm (North Adams MRA) 
Bershire County ^ 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
mi owner objection 
IZ] appeal 

Substantive Review: [H sample • request 

Date Due 

Eater ed 
national Reglst<» 

Working No. _ 
Fed. Reg. Date: c > 2 A ^ ^ 9 y ^ 

niip- )0 Im (ic / r • 

Federal Agency: 

RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

O appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Aoqultitlon 

Stitu* 
Accewible 

Pretent Ute 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
O good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

[Z] ruint 
EH unexpoted 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original lite 

moved date. 

Describe tlie present and original (if Icnown) pliysical appearance 

LH summary paragraph , x 
EH completeness 
ED clarity * - •: - • « -
EH alterations/integrity 
I I dates •'f 
EH boundary selection ; •' -



8. Significance ^ 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness \ * 
• clarity '''''' 
• applicable criteria " ' 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

J y R f * ' 

V 

9. Major Bibliographical Reference* 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. Stale HistDric Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: ••••*•, • Z • t • 

national state local i - ' - r j y 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature .••,p...:,-,y-y.̂ .- . 

title date 

13. Other •••>t • ' x:' • 

• Maps • : f^ly. 
UJ Photographs ' 
• other - - i / ; , • : " 

',y >2J :P \ 

Quest ions cnnRnmihg th i s n n m i n n t i n n may hp rilractnH ^ 

SgnnH n«t i» Phone: 

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet 







William B. Sherman Farm - Sketch Map 
1072 State Road 
North Adams, Mass. 
North Adams MRA 




