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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the commmity.)

The house is archltectm:ally distinctive as a Greek Revival farmhouse which was later
embellished with a striking Italianate-style veranda. The original house is five
bays wide with Doric corner pilasters supporting an entablature with a full pediment
in each gable end. The sash have original six over six lights. Sometime around 1870
(possibly earlier), the house was remodeled with the addition of the present large
veranda. This consists of four posts linked by broad arcading. In the spandrells of
the arches is an unusual filigree design. . The floor-length windows and double doors
off the veranda are part of the same remodeling.
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state

history and how the building relates to the development of the commmity.)

This house is historically important as part of the William B: Sherman dairy farm.
It is one of a very few surviving unalterated farmhouses in North Adams. William B,
Sherman was a native of Rhode Island, where he was born in 1759. In 1780 he married
and settled in Williamstown, Mass., where he built a house and established a grocery
store. The present house stands on farmland purchasedby Sherman in 1813.

At some undetermined date, possibly around 1830, Sherman erected this house. The land
on which it stands was originally part of Williamstown. (It did not become part of
North Adams until 1900.) Sherman and his son Eber developed the land as a dairy

farm, raising sheep as well. Eber constructed a large Greek Revival-style residence for
himself a few hundred yards to the east of his father's home. The Eber Sherman house
was apparently built around 1843, the year he purchased his father's farm. (The -

Eber Sherman House, ‘1010 State Road, was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1983.) W1111am Sherman, who retained life tenancy to his home, died three
years later in 1846. i

Eber Sherman II sold the entire farm to Augusta Hull in 1862. Hull then divided the
property, selling the Eber Sherman House to Henry Chapman in 1871 and the William
Sherman House to J. Y. Lewis in 1873. It may have been around that time that the
house was remodeled with the large veranda and floor—length windows.

(see below)
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publlcatlon, author, date and publ:.sher)

Record of Deeds, Adams, MA -
Eber Sherman House, _1010 State Road, No. Adams, MA National Register nomination form, 1982

e

Historical Signifi.ca.nce cont'd:

After Lewis' death, his heirs sold the farm to Allen D. Phelps in 1885. The Phelps
family continued to manage the property as a farm well in the the twentieth century.
Since World War II, however, the surrounding farmland has been sold off for commercial
and residential development, and for the North Adams Airport. The building today sits
on a lot of less than one acre.
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William B. Sherman House
1072 State Road

North Adams, Mass.

North elevation.

Photo by R.Reed, 1981.
Negative at NAHC



William B. Sherman Farm - Sketch Map
. 1072 State Road

North Adams, Mass.
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