
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black S white) 
Staple to l e f t side o£ form 
Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

.•.<•••"' ' '• . 

1 

I 

» 
I 

: t -

• ^ 
I 

1 

( 
I 

ft . 
'i 

:. tf. 

: i • 
/.ll.-

I 

Area Form no. 

Town Broo>-line ITA 

Address 2 03 AsT5i.nx-7^11 .Avenue 

Historic Name Winand T o u s s a i n t House 

Use: Or ig ina l r e s . i d e n t . i a l 

Present r e s . i d e n t i a l • •̂ 

Ownership:0 Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

O r i g i n a l ownerwjpand Toussa^'nt 

DESCRIPTION; 

Date 

Source Tax 1-ist 

Style Toi-ne s t i c V s t y l e e lements 

Arch i t ec t P r o b a b l y V/inand T o u s s a i n t 

Ex te r io r wa l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d 

Outbui 1 dings ^T^al l .^araFe ( 19 27 ) 

Major alterations (with datesJ 

1926- " G e n e r a l ove rhau l inP"" 

Recorded by C a r l a Benka 

Organization B r o o k l i n e I I i s t o r . i c a l Com 

Date ^ a l l 1980 

A t l a s p a g e - 3 1 / l » 4 4 - 2 0 

Moved Date 

Approx, acreage '12 snuare f e e t 

Setting Set i n middle of s m a l l l o t , 

l a r g e r houses on e i t h e r s i d e of #203; 

approximate s e t back from s t - 15 fee t -
South Boston Quadrangle 
UIM References: 19/325720/4189030 ' . >... 

(Staple additional"^heets here) 



203 Aspinwall Avenue meets NR c r i t e r i a B and C, being the home of an established archi tec t 
and f u r n i t u r e designer and a unique example of a mansard s ty le house wi th s t i ck s ty le deta i l ing 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r ch i t ec tu ra l features and 
evaluate i n terms o f other bui ld ings w i t h i n community) 

T h i s u n u s u a l house i s two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t w i t h a mansard rco-F, topped 
by a c u p o l a . B r a c k e t s , b a r g e b o a r d s , and pendants are ev idence o f t h e 
i n f l u e n c e o f t h e S t i c k § t y l e . Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i s t h e cu-oola 
and c l i p D e d o r chamfered c o r n e r s o f t h e house , a c c e n t u a t e d by t h e 
l o c a t i o n o f t h e f r o n t d o o r . Hos t o f t h e n e i g h b o r i n g homes, a l t h o u g h l a r g e r 
were b u i l t d u r i n g t h e 18 80 ' s and 1 8 9 0 ' s . No o t h e r house ressembles t h i s 
one i n s t y l e , however . •• .̂ ... . { .. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the ro l e owners played i n loca l or state h i s to ry 
and how the b u i l d i n g re la tes to the development of the community) 

Winand T o u s s a i n t , t h e f i r s t owner o f t ? i i s hous^^ '^as b o r n i n B e l g i u m 
and came t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n 18 54. He had^a r e s i d e n t o f B r o o k l i n e 
f o r f i f t y yea r s when he d i e d i n 19 04 a t t h e age o f 77. The 1874 t a x 
l i s t s g i v e h i s address as B r i g h t o n .Avenue and c i t e s a f a c t o r v b u i l d i n g 
and s t a b l e . " The 1875 Bos ton D i r e c t o r y i d e t i f i e s T o u s s a i n t as a f u r n i t u r e 
manuf a c t u r e r , and we knov^ f r o m a s t u d y o f t h e d i r e c t o r i e s t h a t he vjas 
i n b u s i n e s s w i t h S. K u r t z on Tremont S t r e e t i n Bos ton d u r i n g t h e 1 8 6 0 ' s . 
He moved t o B r o o k l i n e i n 1873 and b u i l t t h i s house i n 1 8 8 1 . D u r i n s t h e 
1 8 9 0 ' s , S p e n c e r ' s D i r e c t o r y l i s t e d T o u s s a i n t as an a r c h i t e c t , t h u s i t i s 
r e a s o n a b l e t o b e l i e v e t h a t he m i g h t have des igned t h i s house . 

H i s o b i t u a r y s t a t e d t h a t he was engaged i n t h e f u r n i t u r e b u s i n e s s , 
" o f l a t e i n m . e r c a n t i l e p u r s u i t s " and p r a c t i s e d -as an a r c h i t e c t w i t h an 
o f f i c e i n h i s home. The Museum, o f F i n e A r t s possesses a mahogany 
s t and f o r a s t a t u e whi ch has been i d e n t i f i e d v.-'ith T o u s s a i n t ' s s i g n a t u r e . 

T o u s s a i n t was a m.ember o f t h e Wash ing ton Lodge o f Masons o f ''^.oxbury 
as V7ell as a member o f t h e French S o c i e t y . He was b u r i e d from, t h e 
Church o f Our S a v i o u r on B r o o k l i n e and b u r i e d a t t h e /Jalnut H i l l s 
Cetnetery, a l s o i n B r o o k l i n e . 

See x e r o x copy o f 1874 i B r o o k l i n e A t l a s f o r l o c a t i o n o f T o u s s a i . n t ' s 
f a c t o r v . 3y 1874 , t h e b o r d e r between Bos ton and Brook l - ' ne had been 
changed , t h u s T o u s s a i n t ' s f a c t o r y , l i s t e d i n 1874 i n B r o o k l i n e , had 
become a Bos ton p r o p e r t y by 187 5. 

H a r r i e t Woods, i n a c h a p t e r on l o c a l i n d u s t r i e s , v r r i t e s : ".A c h a i r SIIOD , 
w h i c h employs steam power , has w i t h i n a y e a r been e s t a b l i s h e d on t h e no'>^th 
s i r^e^^of.i^r,i g h t p n Ay.a,v̂ x,]?J<'Ĵ  r e c e n t l e g i s l a t i o n seems t o i n d i c a t e t h e SDeedy 
^ i^ lddh^PkY anc^/or R^fE^l£NC^S a n n e x a t i o n o f t h i s n a r t o f B r o o k l i n e t o B o s t o n . " 

B r o o k l i n e t a x l i s t s - 1 8 7 4 - 1 8 8 0 
Boston D i r e c t o r y - 1860-1874 . •• 
B r o o k l i n e D i r e c t o r y - 1 8 9 6 - 9 7 - ; i. ; * . 
S p e n c e r ' s D i r e c t o r y - 1 8 9 6 - 9 7 • . 
B r o o k l i n e ,At las -1874 - • 
B r o o k l i n e C h r o n i c l e n h i t u a r y - Feb. 13 , 19 04 ... :• ^ 

H a r r i e t '-Joods, ] y ^ t o r i j 3 a J _ S k e j ^ ^ p . 404 ' .. ;,,. 20M-2/80 
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United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numtier Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Brookline MRA 
State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

71. Saint Paul's Church, Chapel, 
and Parish House 

Date/Signature 

72. Saint Paul's Rectory 

73. Sargent's Pond 

74. Second Uni tar ian Church 

75. Spurr, E l ipha le t , House 

Entorsd i n tii^eeper 
Fatinnal Iteffister 

- ' •" '' Attest 

En-tarsd la tke 

7A<IU/^^^<~y^^*^oi^ yJ.i/Fj" 

En-t-ered la 
National 

Entered iH tlM 
National aefflster 

'^"eeper oi<A.c.^^_^^,^^^:^ ^ ^^ArpAs^ 

• Attest 

lf^e<i. rMJ^^-^^-^^/^y^ ^ fi^' 7 kgf 

^^Weper p<flLi<^^.-~,../^y^.^ ^oA^lkik 

TM 
national Heglster 

.eeper 

Attest 

reeper 

' Attest 

^l^eper 

Attest 

76. Standish, James H. , House jkrfeored i » "•'̂ ^ "TKeep 

1 ^ • 

er 

.f Attest 

77. Strathmore Road Hi s to r i c 
D i s t r i c t 

78. Toussaint, Winand, House 

fiai^ared in tJie -fl t ieper 

Attest 

National "S^gLtrtmr 

79. Town Stable 

80. Tuckerman, William F., 
House 

^orttoceS la mn 

eeper 

Attest 

"H^eeper 

• Attest 

National lte«i»ter - ^ ^ p e r 

Attest 

/r?^jL.£<--''-<~'--/^y'C^-x.^ p(/p7 kl i 

'*'• '.' \'' 
^k/^-^^'^-^^^^/oknk^j 

!':-.-;i>'jym.ii#::.v;L 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Toussaint, Winand, House (Brookline MRA) 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

IZ3 resubmission -"*• 
• nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: O sample • request 

- ^ f f 

4 1985 
Working No. 

Fed. Reg. Date: isxL/c^Pi /'  

Date Due: / a / ^ / / r  

Action: ^-TfltCCEPT / O -y 7 ~ir K 

iKtared 1» th« RETURN 

jrational Register .REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

CI! appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
" ' substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Ciassification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CZI good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 
I I ruins 
CH unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 
moved date. 

Describe tlie present and original (if Itnown) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
I I alterations/integrity - -- ...̂  . . . .,. 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

\ - f - . ' y i ' 

..^..s.2LM^£ffi 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraqi^ y 
CU completeness fifA^ 
CU clarity 
CU applicable criteria .-
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
U} other 

mS£ 'Mt 'hm^-.f%z 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

'•iW-f 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
CU Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
















