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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108

Town Brookline MRA

Address 284 (282c) Newton Street

Historic Name John Harris House and farm

(Allandale Farm)
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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

; staple to left side of form Use: Present Residential; commercial
: : I o farm; pursery school
Photo number ; | OriginalResidential and private farm
| DESCRIPTION:
]
] Datepre 1788
SourceNina Fletcher Little, Some 01d
SKETCH MAP s : : Brookline Houses

Show property's location in relation Style no

to nearest cross streets and/or

geographical features. Indicate Architectinformation not available

all buildings between inventoried

property and nearest intersection. Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Indicate north.

Outbuildings barns, temant’s cottage
other farm buildings

See attached map
Key

i adsis ed Toude Major alterations (with dates)

2."Long barn"with attached residence, shed extensive remodelling to Harris house-197(
3. Nursery School building/hun
4, John Harris House

5. Tenant's Cottage

6. Oheds o3 Qreenhouses

Moved no Date

Approx. acreage approximately 105 acres
in Boston and Brookline

Bacordait by‘ Carla Benka : Setting House is set back approx. 1/3 mi
from street at end of dirt road

Brookline Historical Commission

Organization
Date fatii 199) Newton Quadrangle
UTM References: A: 19/323890/4685240
B: 19/323960/4685730
C: 19/323170/4686000
(Staple additional sheets here) D:

19/323600/4685680
Map #: 52 _




ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the commmity.)

One of a few 18th century houses in Brookline, this structure, originally a simple farm-
house, was extepsively remodelled in 19%¥8. Before that date, beaming in the hall and cel-
lar and the old staircase with very wide board treads were visible and indicated 18th
century construction: &

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the commmity.)

The John Harris House was built on property which belonged to Robert Harris in 1655.
According to Nina Fletcher Little, the house was probably built by John Harris before
1788. Harris was a farmer as well as a deputy sheriff.
At one time, the property was owned by Mary and Edward Brandegee whose large mansion

' still overlooks the house. At the time of Brandegee ownership, the John Harris House

- was a caretaker's cottage and the entire éstqpe was called Faulkner Farm, named for the
Faulkner family who owned land in this area in the early part of the 19th century.

Today the house is part of Allandale farm, the only working farm left in Brookline.

The farm's acreage encompasses land in both Brookline and. Boston; until 1968, the land

was still pri sely §armed but a§ter that date it bécame a commercial enterprise.

Although the X:rmhou e and one"w? the barns have B:en drapatically altered, there

are still a numbf; of oytbuildings, including another "barh and numerous sheds(#¢ ov mep

as well as a tenant's ¢ ttage which remain relatively untouched. Some of the facilities

of the property are used by a private nursery school during the academic years( ¥ o

In addition, part of. the acreage crosses over into Boston, MA. There is a greenhouse J st over
Because the house and outbuildings are set so far back from Newton Street and are the Boston 1ir
approached by a narrow dirt road, the rural atmosphere of this 18th century farm

has,“in large part, been retained.

The John Harris House and farm meet NR criteria A, representing the last working farm

of the town whose first economy was based on agrlcultural activity.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher)

Little, Nina Fletcher, Some 0ld Brookline Houses
~ Building permit-19B8 :
Land Ownership in Brookline

10M - 7/82




NPS Form 10-800-a
(7-81)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name __ g, ookiine MRA

State MASSACHUSETTS
Nomination/Type of Review _ Date/Signature
31-) Harris, John, House Pt o¥ ﬁﬁ\ Keeper /7{% //o/ri/f,
”efﬂifbﬂ,..u and Farm National Regisber ¥
" Attest
32. Heath, Charles, House Eatered Iz iha YLQP‘EI‘ (,’ﬁa.e‘.ﬁmé#—-_/_/_’%ﬂij
National Register
Attest
33. Heath, Ebenezer, Housg T r,a'*@é ia tha r{eper Mjﬂ;& L o4 (85
fatlonal Beglster
8 Attest
e

34. Holyhood Cemetery Entered ia btha {Y{eeper M cfirly ™

National Register

Attest
35. Honzzep-;ry i ertered 4m Wi <€F(eper (W (o)e7 08y
* stional Regdster
. - Attest

36. Houseef~ hﬁer M V" —
5 Entered in the . 7 /(3]

(9 Linden St.)
National Register Attest

r‘vtered in e /Keeper W[a 215,

Register

37. House </~
(12 Linden. St.)

Natio nal

Attest
38. House af— Entered in the C'Kéeper W tU//?/i)”
(12 Vernon St.) National Besister
Attest
. 39, Houseet™ ra‘l E A g o
(19 Linden St.) ve 1 onal gt rbor {K/ P (; V/Z-’Z""‘fé;}«-a/ /d/f?/.?l
Attest
(53 Linden St.) Ertersd 1n e FKeeper 7 19177

1 Mg wben Attest
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R” June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Harris, John, House and Farm (Brookline MRA)

Norfolk Count
MASSACHUSETTS SEP, 4 1985

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: o4 /77
Date Due: __ 0/ 3/0T — o/ 15/ 4~ 2

Action: —ACCEPT __L&LLZf_’ -

O resut.:mis.sion Entered in thea ——RETURN
3 nomination b.y person or local government ¥ational RegisteW ___REJECT
] owner objection Federal Agency:

[ appeal

Substantive Review: [ sample O request [ appeal [CJ NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer

Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ ves Cno

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[J excellent [T deteriorated [ unaltered £l original site

[ good [ ruins [ attered Ol moved  date
[ tair D unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[J summary paragraph
[ completeness

[ clarity

[ alterations/integrity
[] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[J summary paragraph

[J completeness

O clarity

[ applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource

[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

] Maps

CJ Photographs
[ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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BROOKLINE MRA

n Harris F 1
%82 Newtg;ssfgggéA Tandale Farm
Brookline, MA

Part of property is in
Boston, MA
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Boston Redevelopment
Authority Map

Mapped by Lockwood, Kessler
and Bartlett, Inc. 1965

This map is compiled from
sheets 15N-5E and 15N-6E

Scale: 1" = 100'
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