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FORM B • • BUILDING 98/357-4-13 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108 

••.f.. 

' Tovm Brookline MRA 

I Address 284 (282c) Newton Street 

I H i s t o r i c Name Jô n̂ I-Iarris House and farm 

I (Allandale Farm) 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

Use: Present ^ ^ s i < ^ ^ " t i 3 l ; coimnercial 

farm; nursery school 
O r i g i n a l Residential and private farm 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date pre 1788 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Source^'i'^3 Fletcher L i t t l e , Some Old 

Brookline Houses 
Style not applteaMe 

Architectinformation not available 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings barns, tenant's cottage 

other farm buildings 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

See a t t a c h e d map 
Key ^ . ; 

1 . Law ren ce House 
2 . '"Long barn" w i t h a t t a c h e d re s i den ce ŝK-cc) extensive remodelling to Harris house-197( 
3 . N u r s e r y S c h o o l b u i l d i n g /^i*iivi _ 
4 . J o h n H a r r i s H o u s e 
5 . T e n a n t ' s C o t t a g e 

Moved no Date 

Recorded by_£ff^l^enka 

Organization 

Date 

Brookline H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Approx. acreage approximately 105 acres 
i n Boston and Brookline 

Se t t ing House i s set back approx. 1/3 mi 
from street at end of d i r t road 

F a l l , 1979 
Mpwtnn Qimdranr i lP 

UTM References: A 
B 
C 

(Staple additional sheets here) D 
Map #: 52 

19/323890/4685240 
19/323960/4685730 
19/323170/4686000 
19/323600/4685680 



ARQilTECrURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

One of a few 18th century houses i n Brookline, t h i s structure, o r i g i n a l l y a simple farm­
house, was extensively remodelled i n 1975. Before that date, beaming i n the h a l l and cel­
l a r and the o l d staircase vzith very wide board treads were v i s i b l e and indicated 18th 
century construction-..:. , 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the ccanmunity.) 

The John Harris House was b u i l t on pr£>perty which belonged to Robert Harris i n 1655. 
According -to Nina Fletcher L i t t l e , the house was probably b u i l t by John Harris before 
1788. Harris was a farmer as well as a deputy s h e r i f f . 

At one time, the property was owned by Mary and Edward Brandegee whose large mansion 
s t i l l overlooks the house. At the time of Brandegee ownership, the John Harris House 
was a caretaker's cottage and the entire estate was called Faulkner Farm, named for the 
Faulkner family who owned land i n t h i s area i n the early part of the 19th century. 

Today the house i s part of Allandale farm, the only working farm l e f t i n Brookline. 
The farm's acreage encompasses land i n both Brookline and Boston; u n t i l 1968, the land 
was s t i l l pri\sa^el^^^armed* ^jut a f t e r that date i t became a commercial enterprise.-
Although the rarmhouse and^one the barns have been dramatically altered, there 
are s t i l l a numb^j^^of outbuildings, including another barn and numerous shedsC*^'>"*f) 
as well as a tenant s csttage which remain r e l a t i v e l y untouched. Some of the f a c i l i t i e s 
of the property are used by a private nursery school during the academic year-. rr>/vp̂  
Ln addition, part of. the acreage crosses over into Boston, MA. There is a greenhouse jtest over 
Because the house and outbuildings are set so far back from Newton Street and are the Boston l i r 
approached by a narrow d i r t road, the r u r a l atmosphere of thi s 18th century farm 
has,'±a large part, been retained. 
The John Harris House and farm meet NR c r i t e r i a A, representing the l a s t working farm 
of the town whose f i r s t economy was based on a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y . 

' • • • . • . , . . [••.: •• ^'-7 . , 

BIBLIOGRAFHy and/or REEERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

L i t t l e , Nina Fletcher, Some Old Brookline Houses . ' ' ' ? 
Building permit-19^6 . •7fi'7 
Land Ownership i n Brookline ." --^.-i 

lOM - 7/82 

'.\>i:rj\:^-^v'''-



NPS Fonii 10-9(M)-a 
(781) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received ~ ^ ^ ^ H 

date entered _ 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name RT-nnVUnp MRA 
State MAR.qAr.HTT.SKTTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. Harris, John, House 
^ t i ^ . ^ . and Farm 

32. Heath, Charles, House 

33. Heath, Ebenezer, House 

34. Holyhood Cemetery 

35. House 
(4 Perry St.) 

36. House * ^ 
(9 Linden St.) 

37. House 
(12 Linden. St.) 

38. House 
(12 Vernon St.) 

39. House<i^ 
(19 Linden St.) 

Date/Signature 

EteftBrit f« IMx. ""^Keeper pk^yf^^^^-'^^i''..-,,.^^^ 
l a t 1 onal BefljrWr 

Attest 

latioaal Begister 
Attest 

40^ House 
(53 Linden S t . ) 

Eatorea la «bl Hc^eper ^ T ^ ^ c ^ . ^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ .c/.?/^/ 

Snt«r«d ia tli« 
Vational l»«lst«r 

Eirtarea Im 
National 

Entered la Mm. 
National BjifUil«r 

fitrtered 
Rational 

Altered In tbe 
Utlooal ledeter 

Entered ! » 

Attest 

Attest 

Attest 

^Keeper 

Attest 

Attest 

TTeeper /^^cA-^.t.-'-i^^;?-^^^^ 

Attest 

Nat iona l 

Attest 

Attest 



WASO Form • 177 
<"R" Jum 1984) 

•M 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

,.\fi.":fs;-

Harris, John, House and Farm (Brookline MRA) 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZI resubmission 

• nomination by person or local government 

• owner objection . -.. - * 

O appeal 

d l sa mpl e CH req uest 

Working No. $ E P / 4 IQSo 

Fed. Reg. Date:z>^'g<^;^ 

Date Due: / o / 3 / s f i - ^<-'/^?^//j 

Action: >^^r.r.FPT /O - / y -

E n t e r e d i n t h « R E T U R N _ 

n a t i o n a l K e g i s W r f R E J E C T 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: O appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Aoquitition 

Statut 
AcceMibte 

Preeent U M 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
ED good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity -». 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 

• boundary selection " * ' 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

-iMf. 



• •••p. : . 

8. SIgnificanoe 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph . ^ 
• completeness 
• clarity ^ * 
• applicable criteria ' ' 
• justification of areas checked ' \ •• ' 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context ' *' * 
• relationship of integrity to significance * f • 
• justification of exception ^ '<{'• 
• other • •'' ^'''7 

::ifi. ufiZfi ffikfiX 

. . f : t f i ^ . . : * t •• 

, 'SC..-. 

9. Major Blblk>graphical Referenoes 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

.".M'W. .if.i'f*' W '"• 

Verbal boundary description and justification v • . . . . . .;Ĵ ^ _̂  . -v 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet 
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BROOKLINE MRA 
jQhn Harris Farm/Allandale Farm 
284 Newton Street 
Brookl ine, MA 

Part of property is in 
Boston, MA 

TOWN OF BROOKLINE 

CITY BOSTON \ 

Boston Redevelopment 
Authority Map 

Mapped by Lockwood, Kessler 
and B a r t l e t t , Inc. 1965 

This map is compiled from 
sheets 15N-5E and 15N-6E 

Scale: 1" 


