
^̂ ORM B - BUILDING 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

AREA FORM NO. 

11 

^MONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
SACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

80 BOYLSTON STREET 
ao^m MASS/^CUUSETJS OUIB 

own Arlington, MA 

ddress * College Avenue 

i s t o r i c Name Maria Bassett House 

Ise: Present residential 

Original farmhouse 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1850-1870 

Source Visual Analysis 

g^y]^g Italianate 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric 

None 

Asbestos 

Outbuildings 

Major alterations (with dates) 

twentieth-century siding 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date December 1984 

Moved No Date N/A 

Approx. acreage ^^^^ than one acre 

Setting From the h i l l s i d e on which the 

house s i t s , there is a view of the 

Mystic Lakes. 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARQIITECnJR.AL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the coninunity.) 

This i s the'grandestof the remaining I t a l i a n a t e houses i n the area. I t s heavy double i 
brackets, d e n t i l courses, and boldly molded window surrounds are details that mark 
a well-executed"Italianate house. A fine polygonal bay, i t s f l a t roof supported by paired 
brackets, extends from the building's side. The building has a high I t a l i a n a t e balcony 
and porch that may have been added or altered s l i g h t l y at a l a t e r period. Jhe single-
story porch,which wraps around the front and side of the buil d i n g , i s ornately decorated 
with brackets, d e n t i l s , paired columns, and turned spindles. ; . • 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history aid how the building relates to the developnient of the connunity.) ^ 

.> : The Maria Basset House, b u i l t ca. 1850, i s one of e a r l i e s t houses i n a section of 
Arlington — the northwest corner—that did not f u l l y develop u n t i l the 1920s and 1930s, 
The gentle h i l l s overlooking the Mystic Lakes were known i n the second.haif_pf_ tbe^l9th 
century for dairy farming and t h i s house,sited on a h i l l above the lakes, may have been 
associated with t h i s endeavor. 

•• • • . • ' • ' " " " •- . • %. ;.: • . - > _ 
• • . CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION ' * " • 

The Maria Bassett House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, fe e l i n g , and association. I t f u l f i l l s c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register 
of Historic Places as a grand exa|>le of the I t a l i a n t e s t y l e . 

BIBLIOGRAPm' and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

Stadley map, 1898 
Arlington Fast and Present 

lONI - 7/82 





WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Bassett, Maria, House (Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CU resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
LJ owner objection 
• appeal i 

im sample C ! request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: . 
Date Due: Z Z Z / ^ ^ 
Action: ACCEPT 

MAR 6 1985 

ACCEPT 

.REJECT 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: • appeal CZl NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: Z^ technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CUfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CU unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

.••'>-5-> 

Check one 

• original site 

nnoved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity , \ ; _̂ ; • 
CU applicable criteria • 
CU justification of areas checked , -
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
• other 

r i 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

t v. I-... 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title ' date 

>/ tSLJJther yi 

/TMaps AIL^^ /^'^^^-^ ^-^^j^^ 
CU Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date v//et;/d Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 
11 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side of foia 

Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's locatioa in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Town Arlington 

Address 8 College Avenue 

Historic Name Maria Basset House 

Use: Present Residential 

Original Farmhouse 

DESCRIPTION': 

Date ca. 1850-1870 

Source visual analysis 

Style Italianate 

Arciiitect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric Asbestos 

Outbuildings None 

See attached map. 
Major alterations (vith dates 

Twentieth century asbestos siding 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

O i g a n i z a t i o n Ma';<; H i < ; t n n V a 1 r n m m i <;<: i n n 

Date December 1984 

Moved No _Date_^ 

Approx. acreage less than one acre  

Setting From the hillside on which the 

hnii<;p q i t < ; , t h p r g i c : p V I P W n f t h o 

Mystic Lakes. 

UTM References: 19/322820/469910 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe OJiportant architectural featm-es ̂ id . 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the consnunity.) 

This is the grandest of the remaining Italianate houses in the area. Its heavy 
double brackets, dentil courses, and boldly molded window surrounds are details that 
mark a wel1-executed Italianate house. A fine polygonal bay, its f l a t roof supported 
by paired brackets, extends from the building's side. The building has a high 
Italianate balcony and porch that may have been added or altered slightly at a 
later period. The single-story porch, which wraps around the front and side of the 
building, is ornately decorated with brackets, dentils, paired columns, and turned 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state_ spindles, 
history and how the building relates to the development of the conniunity.) 

The Maria Basset House, built ca. 1850, is one of the earliest houses in a section of 
Arlington—the northwest corner--that did not fully develop until the 1920s and 1930s. 
The gentle hills overlooking the Mystic Lakes were known in the second half of the 19th 
century for dairy farming, and this house, sited on a h i l l above the lakes, may 
have been associated with this endeavor. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The Maria Bassett House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. I t f u l f i l l s criterion C of the National 
Register of Historic Places as a grand example of the Italianate style. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

1898 Stadley & Co. Atlas " 4. ' ~ 
Arlington Past and Present 

lOM - 7/82 



N M Fonn 10-1004 
CM2) 

QMS No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United Stetes Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Ar l ing ton M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State —Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

ipi. Bassett, Maria, House y<j,ti.wr, MsT-B-ta-^ 

12. Buildings at 1334 and M y S f t l i j f t l t j M S f 
1339 Massachusetts Ave. 

^tersd in 13. C a l l - B a r t l e t t House 

14. Capitol Theater Building Sater^ in "ft^t 

15. Chapel of St. Anne 

16. Cushman House 

Eotersd In tte 

Utttlonai 

17. Cutter, Jefferson, House .̂ ^̂ .̂ Q̂  fO 

18. Cutter, Second, A.P., 
House 

19. Damon House 

20. Farmer, Kimball, House 

BBUTWI in the' 
Mttlonftl le«lster 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

Keeper -

Attest 

/iteeper .^ZZhZ-'^-^^-^^A^o--^ 

Attest 

Attest 

^/^eper ^AA^-^^^^^-Z^jc^ j^^^A^Z 

Attest 

t ^ e p e r ^ A A ^ ' ^ u . t ^ ^ Z ^ ^ i y ^ ^ s ^ ^ / 

Attest 

"/l^eeper ,AUZ<-^'-^'/^y<-^ z / / ( / f i 

Attest 

Attest 

Attest 

yfeeper OxUh^^.^^^^^.^/Sy^ '^A'f^" 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Bassett, Maria, House (Arlington *fRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

^ resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CZl owner objection 
EH appeal 

• sample CH request Substantive Review: 

Worl<ing No. 

Date Due 
Action: 

Entered la 
_k:rACCEP 

.RETURN 

.REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal C J NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 

Public Acquisit ion 
Status 

Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

im good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
n completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity • ...... 
1 I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CH completeness ^ ' . >, 
• clarity . 1 - - . . 
n applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 

* • relationship of integrity to significance 
[Zl justification of exception 
[ • other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

- / 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 








