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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

. . • ̂ ' 
The Orvis Road Historic District is comprised of twenty-six single- and two-family 
residences built between 1918 and 1930. There are no intrusions. The residences were 
all part of a development plan; the houses overlook a carefully landscaped grassy 
median strip that is planted with trees and flowering shrubs. I t is the only such 
residential thoroughfare in Arlington. The district includes two-family dwellings 
displaying both Craftsman- and Colonial Revival-style features. Most retain original 
porches, entryways, and garages. -

Typical of the districts single-family residences is an intact single story bungalow 
at 62 Orvis Road. The building displays both Colonial Revival and Craftsman-syle 
detailing. Among the well-preserved two-family residences, the building at 16-18 Orvis 
Road is intact two-story stucco strcuture with Colonial Revival and Craftsman styling. 
Behind the building is a small original garage. 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 
Orivs Road was platted in 1918 on land that had previously been part of John P. 
Squire's market garden farm. Market gardening was a significant segment of Arlington's 
economy until the early 20th century, when farmers were forced increasingly 
to sell their land to developers. The Orvis Road Historic District was one of 
the most successful of these developments, uniting carefully detailed single - , . 
and two-family homes with green spaces unusual for most of the town's middle-
. class neighborhoods. The community was sited adjacent to Massachusetts Avenue, one 
of the the major thoroughfares to Boston, and was convenient for middle-income 
commuters traveling both by public transportation and in their own automobiles. 
The presence of a number of ca. 1920 garages beside many of these homes attests . 
to the importance of the auto for the prospective inhabitants of Orvis Road. 
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION ' 
The Orvis Road Historic District is significant for its well-preserved and finely detailed 
single and two-family dwellings, and for its association with Arlington's suburban 
Development in the fi r s t decades of the 20th century. A singularly cohesive neighborhood, 
the district retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
and feeling, and meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY' and/or REFERENCES / ^ 
1875 Bears & Cô  Atlas . 
1884 Birds Eye View of Arlington, Arlington Advocate. ' 
1891 Stadley & Co. Atlas —-
1923 Sanborn Map Co. Atlas , 
Arlington Directories of 1869/70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 1923. . | 

Reprint 10/82 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Arlington MRA/Orvis Road Historic District 
Area C 
Criteria A,C n/a=not applicable NC-noncontributing 

MHCt HISTORIC NAME 

n/a 

n/a 

n/m 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

a/a , 

n/a 

V i i 

n/a 

n/a 

STREET ADDRESS 

6-8 Orvis Road 

11 Orvis Road 

12 orvis Road 

15- 17 Orvis Road 

16- 18 Orvis Road 

27-29 orvis Road 

30 Orvis Road 

31 Orvis Road 

32 Orvis Road 

35 Orvis Road 

36 Orvis Road 

3 9 Orvis Road 

40 Orvis Road 

53 Orvis Road 

54 Orvis Road 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION STYLE 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival/ 
Craftsman 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonia l R e v i v a l / 
Craftsman 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 24. 

Arlington MRA/Orvis Road Historic District, continued 

MHC< HISTORIC NAME 

n/a J 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a . " 

n/a 

STREET ADDRESS 

57 Orvis Road 

58 Orvis Road 

61 Orvis Road 

62 orvis Road 

74 Orvis Road 

78-80 Orvis Road 

82 Orvis Road 

83 Orvis Road 

88 Orvis Road 

38-40 Newcomb Road 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION STYLE 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

c a . 1918-1930 

Craftsman 

Colonia l R e v i v a l / 
Craftsman 

Craftsman/Bungalow 

Colonial R e v i v a l / 
Craftsman 

Colonia l R e v i v a l / 
Craftsman 

Craftsman 

Craftsman 

Craftsman/Bungalow 

Craftsman/Bungalow 

Colonia l Revival 





WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Orvis Road Historic District (Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

rH resubmission 
CU nomination by person or local government 
EJ owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample • request appeal 

MAR 6 1985 Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: ^ , / 
Date Due: f / / / ^ ^ j / ^ / ^ 
Action: L.'ACCEPT ^ 

_i=rf l refuRN 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Projierty 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

( m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
EZ\ completeness , - ' '.^ 
• clarity -
• alterations/integrity - . i^:...-.. ^ 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance » -̂

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness s . 
• clarity , . y : , . ' ' . 
• applicable criteria •, ' > 
O justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other ' 

"y... IE A 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

A Geographical Data 

J Acreage of nominated property 
/ Quadrangle name 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

••». 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs , 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 



FORM A - AREA 

.NIASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COM̂ IISSION 

80 Boylston Street,_ Boston, _M_A_0_2_i_16_ 

Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to le f t side of form 

Photo number 

Form numbers in this area Area letter 

N/A C 

ToiN-n Arlington, MA 

Name of area ( i f any) Orvis Road 

Historic District 

General date or period 1918-1930 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual inventory forms have been conpleted. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 

UTM: 
A- /^ZZ 23 SVo/ V6 9G9/0 

/9/SZ3SZO/969^=^ ZD 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg, Preservation 
Planner 

Organization Mass. Historical Commission 

Date January 1985 

(Staple additional sheets here) 

MAR 5 1935 



ARCHITECTUR.'\L SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

The Orvis Road Historic District is comprised of twenty-six single- and two-family 
residences built between 1918 and 1930. There are no intrusions. The residences were 
all part of a development plan; the houses overlook a carefully landscaped grassy 
median strip that is planted with trees and flowering shrubs. I t is the only such 
residential thoroughfare in Arlington. The district includes two-family dwellings 
displaying both Craftsman- and Colonial Revival-style features. Most retain original 
porches, entryways, and garages. 

Typical of the districts single-family residences is an intact single story bungalow 
at 62 Orvis Road. The building displays both Colonial Revival and Craftsman-syIe 
detailing. Among the well-preserved two-family residences, the building at 16-18 Orvis 
Road is intact two-story stucco strcuture with Colonial Revival and Craftsman styling. 
Behind the building is a small original garage. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

Orivs Road was platted in 1918 on land that had previously been part of John P. 
Squire's luarket garden farm. Market gardening was a significant segment of Arlington's 
economy until the early 20th century, when farmers were forced increasingly 
to sell their land to developers. The Orvis Road Historic District was one of 
the most successful of these developments, uniting carefully detailed single -
and two-family homes with green spaces unusual for most of the town's middle-
class neighborhoods. The community was sited adjacent to Massachusetts Avenue, one 
of the the major thoroughfares to Boston, and was convenient for middle-income 
commuters traveling both by public transportation and in their own automobiles. 
The presence of a number of ca. 1920 garages beside many of these homes attests 
to the importance of the auto for the prospective inhabitants of Orvis Road. 

CRITEMA FOR EVALUATION 

The Orvis Road Historic District is significant for its well-preserved and finely detail 
single and two-family dwellings, and for its association with Arlington's suburban 
Development in the f i r s t decades of the 20th century. A singularly cohesive neighborhoo 
the district retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
and feeling, and meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ., . ' 
1875 Bears & Co. Atlas 
1884 Birds Eye View of Arlington, Arlington Advocate. 
1891 Stadley & Co. Atlas 
1923 Sanborn Map Co. Atlas 
Arlington Directories of 1869/70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 1923, 

Reprint 10/82 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 23. 

A r l i n g t o n MRA/Orvis Road H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Area C 
C r i t e r i a A,C n/a=not a p p l i c a b l e NC=noncontr i b u t i n g 

MHC# HISTORIC NAME 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n /a 

STREET ADDRESS 

6-8 Orvis Road 

11 Orvis Road 

12 Orvis Road 

15- 17 Orvis Road 

16- 18 Orvis Road 

27-29 Orvis Road 

30 Orvis Road 

31 Orvis Road 

32 Orvis Road 

35 Orvis Road 

36 Orvis Road 

3 9 Orvis Road 

40 Orvis Road 

53 Orvis Road 

54 Orvis Road 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION STYLE 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

craftsman 

Colonial Revival/ 
craftsman 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival 

Craftsman 

Colonial Revival/ 
Craftsman 
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET 24, 

Arlington MRA/Orvis Road Historic D i s t r i c t , continued 

MHCt HISTORIC NAME 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

STREET ADDRESS 

57 Orvis Road 

58 Orvis Road 

61 Orvis Road 

62 Orvis Road 

74 Orvis Road 

78-80 Orvis Road 

82 Orvis Road 

83 Orvis Road 

88 Orv i s Road 

38-40 Newcomb Road 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION STYLE 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca . 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca . 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

ca . 1918-1930 

ca . 1918-1930 

ca . 1918-1930 

ca. 1918-1930 

Craftsman 

C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l / 
Craftsman 

Craftsman/Bungalow 

C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l / 
Craftsman 

C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l / 
Craftsman 

c ra f t sman 

Craftsman 

Craftsman/Bungalow 

Craftsman/Bungalow 

C o l o n i a l Rev iva l 
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M n font lO-aoO-i OMB NO. 1024-0018 
0 « l Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area dnr-il 
Thematic Group 

Name Ar l ing ton M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTŜ  

Nomination/Tvoe of Review Date/Signature 

^^"Z / Z A / ' 
^ 1. Tewft Center Historic District (rj'o«"^i>''''^ .-j-/ Keeper //V ^ ^ A i ^ '^'^ A V^l^^ 

Attest 

2. Pierce Farm Hist o r i c D i s t r i c t "̂̂ ^̂ *''®'̂ ,̂ ^̂ 8te5(̂ ?̂e.'- 0 < j L ^ ^ ^ W ^ ^ 7 ^ < - ^ ^ ^ 
l!la:t 

Attest 

3. Kensington Park Historic District Entered In %\x^Aepe^ yA^J..^M-..y€uj^u.^ 9A 
i^ational Beglster 

Attest 

^ ' 4 . Orvis Road H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t Entered i n tlie ^(^r^eoer l y Z S l J ^ ^ - ^ u ^ t A h i ' ' - ^ ? M 7/^< 

Attest 

^ 5. Allyn House ^-feice? ^^'J^^^.p '^^eper ^jUi^-A-^^V^^t-ow^ A^Ji.\ 

Attest 

•5. Arlington Coal & Lumber Ba*er»d In AAepec yZlcU^,.t^^yS-^^<^ A/Af^ 
Itetlonal legprTOe [/ 

Attest 

7. Arlington Gaslight Company -C^ji—^ in jl^eper .A-ty^'-^-'t'-iyS^yA 

Attest 

3. Ar l ing ton Pumping Stat ion ^ . y Keeper 

Ifetl^nul Jteffleter Attest 

9. Arlington Reservoir ^uuiaJ-tHaJ^..JtetV^ | eeper I^Xt^JyU^.^'^^l A ^ ^ A 

Attest 

10. Baptist Society Meeting '^^^^^.^ jn '<^eepev yA^^-^'-^yA^^ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Orvis Road Historic District (Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

y ^ resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
O appeal 

Substantive Review: IHI sample • request 

fcntered In tiifl 
llatlociaa. Beel9t'^ 

Working No. ^Az>A/^^ 
Fed. Reg. Date: c ^ ^ / 6 > / ^ 
Date Due: 9Z^Z^<. 
Action: L ^ t S ^ ^ p V f 7—^^-^ 

.RETURN. 

. REJECT _ 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. L o c a t i o n 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CU yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

n good 

• fair 

i I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

i m unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe ttie present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
D completeness ' 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity - —-
• dates . " 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

im summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CD clarity , ! , ^ 
CU applicable criteria ~ ' , 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CU context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary descnption and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

1*2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 








