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1. Name 

historic 138-142 Port] and Street (use for p u b l i c a t i o n ) 

and or common 85 Merrtrnac street 

2. Location 

street & number 138-142 P o r t l a n d S t r e e t . j^/^not for publication 

city, town Bos ton — vicinity of 

(f 

state MA code county S u f f o l k 
025 

code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
X building{s) X- private unoccupied X_ commercial park 

structure both X_ work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le ^ entertainment religious 
object |M. in process 

being considered 
X yes: restricted government scientific |M. in process 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 138 Portland Street Limited Partnership c/o Hamlin Co l l i e r & Company 

street & number 10 Liberty Square 

city, town Boston n / a vicinity of - state MA 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Boston state 
MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title^ 

5oston Landmarks Commission 
:entra1 Business District has this property been determined eligible? yes Jb. no 

date June. 1980 federal state county IL local 

depository for survey records Boston Landmarks Commission, City Hall 

city, town Bos ton state 

§ee Continuation §heqt 
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On the Portland Street northeast facade, a hor i z o n t a l l y elongated ox-eye 
window, with a cartouche incorporated into i t s stone frame, occupies a 
central position at the 5th-floor level and emphasizes a three-bay wide 
stone architrave on floo r s two through four below. Vertic a l l y - p i v o t e d 
wood sash windows set in wood frames are found on the 2nd flo o r while 
flo o r s 3-5 have paired wood 1/1 double-hung windows. 

The building o r i g i n a l l y had an open plan on a l l f l o o r s . The ground 
fl o o r has steel columns with capitals. The second f l o o r has steel 
columns with capitals and pressed t i n c e i l i n g s . Floors 3-5 were 
o r i g i n a l l y unfinished space and currently serve as par t i t i o n e d 
o f f i c e s . The o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r stairway at the Portland Street entrance 
leads to the second f l o o r and has stone treads and r i s e r s , paneled 
wood wainscoting, decorative plaster arches, consoles and cornice 
molding. A steel s p i r a l stairway i n a ci r c u l a r brick shaft i s located 
at the southwest corner of the building. A skylight i s at the top of 
the shaft. 

The building retains almost a l l of i t s o r i g i n a l exterior fabric i n t a c t , 
much of which on the the ground f l o o r was covered, u n t i l recently, by 
an aluminum 1950's facade. Other changes introduced ca. 1950 included the 
addition of a steel stairway from the ground f l o o r to the basement and a 
new entrance at the corner of Portland and Traverse Streets. Also, the 
o r i g i n a l Portland Street entrance to the 2nd fl o o r stairway was altered 
w i t h some l o s s o f h i s t o r i c f a b r i c . The 1983/4 r e h a b i l i t a t i o n has, however, 
completed an important and thorough restoration of the building, using the incentives 
of the Economic Recovery Tax Act. 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys 

2) Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth Of Massachusetts 
June, 1980 state 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

• Boston, MA .. 

no 



3 , S i g n i f i c a n c e 138-142 Portland s t r e e t , Boston, MA 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

JL_1800-1899 
_X— 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 

^ archeology-historic 
agriculture 

„ X architecture 
art 

_X commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics • -
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music i 
philosophy 
politics government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1896 Builder/Architect Stephen Jl^ _H.: Cadman̂  
statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The b u i l d i n g meets National Register C r i t e r i o n A because i t was the home 
of the Boston Branch o f f i c e of the National Casket Company during the 
formative years of t h a t n a t i o n a l l y important company's operations. 
The National Casket Company was formed i n 1890 through amalgamation of 
the Hamilton, Lemmon, Arnold Company of P i t t s b u r g h , PA; the Chappel, 
Chase, Maxwell Company of Oneida, NY; and the Ste i n Manufacturing 
Company of Syracuse, NY. Within the same year, the company purchased 
the Boston Casket Company, among others, and was on i t s way to becoming 
a n a t i o n a l leader i n the f i e l d of casket manufacturing. Although i n c o r ­
porated i n the st a t e of New York w i t h i t s headquarters o r i g i n a l l y i n 
Oneida, the company's Boston branch was of c e n t r a l importance throughout 
i t s h i s t o r y . .. 

The b u i l d i 
l e n t examp 
b u i l d i n g s 
Portland S 
t e c t u r e , a 
Chicago Wo 
Beaux-Arts 
brought to 
and c l a s s i 
example of 
became ver 

ng meets National Register C r i t e r i o n C because i t i 
le of commercial Beaux-Arts c l a s s i c i s m , and i s one 
of t h a t s t y l e i n Boston's North S t a t i o n area. 138-
t r e e t i s an e x c e l l e n t example of Beaux-Arts commerc 
s t y l e whi,ch was introduced i n the United States at 

r l d ' s F a i r . Borrowing elements from c l a s s i c a l Rome 
s t y l e was taught at the French Ecole des Beaux A r t 
t h i s country by P a r i s - t r a i n e d a r c h i t e c t s . The orn 

cal. m o t i f s of 134-42 Portland S t r e e t mark i t as an 
the commercial Beaux-Arts s t y l e ; a design trend wh 

y popular f o r large-scale and p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s . 

s an exc e l -
of only two 
142 
i a l arfchi-
the 1893 
, the 
s and was 
ate d e t a i l 
e a r l y 
ich soon 

At the time of the company's formation i n 1890, the Boston branch of the 
National Casket Company moved i n t o the former headquarters of the Stein 
Manufacturing Company at J37 Portland S t r e e t . When the Boston Casket 
Company was absorbed l a t e r i n 1890, the owner of t h a t company, P.B. 
Heintz, became the manager of National Casket's Boston branch o f f i c e . 
Heintz would go on to play a key r o l e i n the company's rapid growth i n 
f u t u r e years. 

When the b u i l d i n g at 138-142 Portland Street was completed i n 1896, the 
Boston branch of the National Casket Company moved from i t s space 
across the s t r e e t at 137 Portland S t r e e t i n t o the new b u i l d i n g . This 
l o c a t i o n , i n the midst of Boston's woodworking and f u r n i t u r e i n d u s t r i e s , 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y appropriate f o r a casket f i r m . The company apparently 
had i t s sales room on the second f l o o r w i t h a p r i v a t e entrance and 

(see continuation sheet ) 
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e l a b o r a t e l y ornamented stairway at 142 Portland S t r e e t leading up to 
th a t space. Storage apparently was located on f l o o r s three through 
f i v e . These quarters would remain the home of the Boston branch of the 
company f o r the next three decades. 

By the t u r n of the century, the c a p i t a l stock of the National Casket 
Company had been increased to $6,000,000 and p l a n t s had been opened i n 
N a s h v i l l e , L o u i s v i l l e , I n d i a n a p o l i s and Chicago. With the a c q u i s i t i o n 
In 1906 of W. Lockhart and Company of Cambridge, M a s s a c h u s e t t s — u n t i l 
then the leader i n casket manufacturing i n New England—the Boston 
branch of National Casket, headquartered i n 142 Portland S t r e e t , became 
the l a r g e s t casket manufacturer and su p p l i e r i n New England. I n 1919 
the Boston branch of the company moved i t s executive o f f i c e s to 3 Park 
S t r e e t , but 142 Portland Street continued to occupy the company's 
primary l i s t i n g i n the c i t y ' s d i r e c t o r y and serve as the primary sales 
f a c i l i t y f o r the branch. I n 1922, P.B. Heintz, the manager at 142 
Portland S t r e e t f o r more than 20 years, became the president of National 
Casket and moved the company's headquarters from P i t t s b u r g h to Boston. 
Under Heintz's leadership, the company posted gross earnings i n 1925 of 
$5.2 m i l l i o n , and had sales branches i n 26 major c i t i e s east of the 
Rocky Mountains. The company was by t h i s time the l a r g e s t manufacturer 
of caskets and f u n e r a l supplies i n the country, a p o s i t i o n i t would 
occupy f o r nearly the next h a l f century. Although l e a v i n g 142 Portland 
S t r e e t and moving i n t o the old Governor Ames Mansion at the corner of 
Commonwealth and Massachusetts Avenues i n 1927, the Boston o f f i c e 
continued to serve as National Casket's n a t i o n a l headquarters u n t i l 
1969, when the company was purchased by Walco Nat i o n a l of New York C i t y . 

The elaborate design of 138 Portland Street r e f l e c t s the success and 
expansion of the National Casket Company. The b u i l d i n g was constructed 
i n 1896 by Catherine E. T a r b e l l , and the Boston branch of the National 
Casket Company moved i n as tenants soon a f t e r i t s completion. Located 
d i r e c t l y across the s t r e e t at the time of the b u i l d i n g ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
the Boston o f f i c e no doubt paid close a t t e n t i o n to the progress of the 
new, l a v i s h l y ornamented b u i l d i n g and po s s i b l y had some input i n the 
design. By 1906 the company was the l a r g e s t manufacturer and s u p p l i e r 
of caskets i n New England. 138 Portland S t r e e t continued to serve as 
headquarters f o r the branch u n t i l 1919, and as the main sales f a c i l i t y 
u n t i l 1927. 

: (See continuation sheet) 
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Relat ive to other buildings in i t s immediate v i c i n i t y , 138-142 Portland 
Street i s extremely prominent as a re su l t of i t s high l eve l of ornamen­
ta t ion . The stone arch i t rave , ornamental window frames and cartouche; 
the bracketed cornice; and the ornamented brick spandrel panels on a l l 
three facades provide a texture and r e l i e f which contrast dramatical ly 
with the r e l a t i v e l y austere buildings nearby. I t i s c l e a r l y a building 
which was designed to stand out from i t s surroundings. 

138-142 Portland Street was designed by Stephen R. H. Codman, an a r c h i ­
tect who designed several other buildings in Boston including those at 
166-174 Portland Street and 105-119 Merrimac Street in the North Stat ion 
area. Codman went on in the ear ly 20th century to form a partnership 
with the dist inguished arch i t ec t Desire Despradelle , who was the Rotch 
professor of archi tecture at the Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e of Technology. 
Among the most notable of Codman and Despradel le 's commissions were the 
1911 Peter Bent Brigham Hospital and the 1906 Berkeley Building at 414-
434 Boylston Stree t . The l a t t e r was described in 1908 by Archi tec t s 
and Bu i lders ' Magazine as "decidedly novel in design in th i s country". 

10. Geographical Data 

Beginning a t the corner of the s t r u c t u r e a t the southeast corner of P o r t l a n d and 
Traverse S t r e e t s , runn ing approximate ly 64 f e e t southeast t o the southwest corner of 
Traverse and Merrimac S t r e e t s , then running approximate ly 92 f e e t northwest along 
Merrimac S t r e e t , then t u r n i n g and running approximate ly 100 f e e t nor theas t along the 
p a r t y w a l l t o Po r t l and S t r e e t , then t u r n i n g and running approximate ly 72 f e e t southeast 
to the beginning p o i n t . The nominated area inc ludes on ly the b u i l d i n g as i t i s i n i t s 
urban s e t t i n g . 

y' 

Archaeological Potential: ' 

The property i s located i n the M i l l Pond area of the o r i g i n a l Shawmut Peninsula. 
This area was f i l l e d between 1804 and 1835. While the p o s s i b i l i t y of early 19th-
century archaeological deposits does ex i s t , subsequent development of the parcel 
i n the late 19th c. most assuredly resulted i n i t s destruction. Therefore, 
no s i g n i f i c a n t material i s anticipated. 

^SMy. 
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Bourne, Frank, A. "On the work of the l a t e Desire Despradelle", 
* A r c h i t e c t u r a l Record, Vol. 34, 1913. Page 185. 

Swales, Francis, S., "Master Draftsman, X I , Desire Despradelle, 
1862-1912", Pencil Points, Vol. 6, May 1925. Page 59. 

Stone, Orra L., Massachusetts I n d u s t r i e s , Their I n c e p t i o n and 
Growth, S.J. Clarke Publishing Co., Boston, Chicago, 1930. 

Withey, Henry F. Biographical D i c t i o n a r y of American A r c h i t e c t s , 
Hennessey and I n g a l l s , I n c . , LA, 1970. 

Moody, John L., Moody's Manuel of Corporation S e c u r i t i e s , Moody 
Publishing Co., New York, F i f t h Annual E d i t i o n , 1904, 1921, 1922, 
1927. :- ... .- , - >; • 

Boston D i r e c t o r y , Sampson, Murdock and Co., Boston, MA, 1890, 
1891, 1895, 1897, 1900, 1905, 1906, 1908, 1910, 1915, 1919, 1920, 
1924, 1926, 1928. 

Lynden, Donlyn, The C i t y Observed; Boston-A Guide to the 
A r c h i t e c t u r e of the Hub, Random House, New York, 1982. 

, H i s t o r y of American Funeral D i r e c t i n g , Habenstein B u l f i n 
P r i n t e r s , Inc. Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 1955. 

Telephone i n t e r v i e w w i t h George Lemke, Casket Manufacturers 
A s s o c i a t i o n , Evanston, I L , August 25, 1983. 

Telephone i n t e r v i e w w i t h Rudy Sanson, Gulf & Western I n d u s t r i e s , 
I n c . , New York, NY, August 26, 1983. 

Telephone i n t e r v i e w w i t h James Lynam, Walco National Corporation, 
New York, NY, August 26, 1983. 

Telephone i n t e r v i e w w i t h Spencer Hackett, P i t t s b u r g h , PA, August 
29, 1983. (Hackett was a member of the Board of D i r e c t o r s , 
N a t ional Casket Company and Walco National Corporation.) 

, A r c h i t e c t s D i r e c t o r y , W i l l i a m T. Comstock, Publisher, 
New York, 1903, 

,"The Berkeley Bui ld ing , Codman and Despradel le , 
Arch i tec t s" , A r c h i t e c t s ' and Bui lders ' Magazine, Volume 9, No. 4, 
January, 1908. 

Boston Landmarks Commission, B u i l d i n g I n f o r m a t i o n Form, 138-142 Po r t l and S t r e e t . 



138-42 Merrimac Street 
Boston, MA 
Scale: 1" = 100' 
UTM: 19/330200/4692050 
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Federal Agency: 

• appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Ciassification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CD altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if l<nown) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 


































