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1. Name 
historic Sutton Block (pfeferred) 

and or common Colonial Bui lding 

2. Location 

street & number 76-78 Main Street NA not for publication 

city, town Peabody _NA vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

NA being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name John A. Karahalis and Arthur Athas 

street & number 76-78 Main Street 

city, town Peabody NA vicinity of state MA 01960 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. South Essex Registry of Deeds 

street & number 32 Federal Street 

city, town 
Sal em 

state MA 01970 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f has this property been determined eligible? 

the uommonwealth 
yes X- no 

date 1977 
I n v e n t o r y # 293 federal f^ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 

city, town 80 Boyl ston St reet , Boston state MA 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Sutton Block. Peabody, MA 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

)L good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Sutton Block is located at 76-78 Main Street on the corner of 
Main and Wallis Streets. The building is a three-story Italianate 
commercial block. Trapezoidal in plan, the Sutton Block f i l l s i t s 
entire l o t , with i t s south elevation on Main Street and i t s north 
and east elevations on Wallis Street. The building's west elevation 
is a party wa l l , now partly v is ib le as a result of the demolition of 
the adjacent building. The building is constructed of red brick 
la id in stretcher bond and the facades are trimmed with brownstone 
and granite. The building is crowned by an elaborate wood cornice, 
but the original hip roof has been removed and replaced with a f l a t 
roof. 

At the ground level of the Main Street or south facade, an entrance 
at the west corner of the facade retains i t s original rock-faced 
granite piers. A mid-twentieth century storefront, constructed of 
metal panels and aluminum, consists of two recessed central doorways 
flanked by glass display windows. At the second- and third-story 
levels, the Main Street facade is six bays wide with evenly-spaced 
segmentally-arched window openings. The windows throughout the 
building have 6/1 sash framed by brownstone s i l l s and segmentally-
arched l i n te l s with central keystones. 

On the f i r s t story of the east elevation, a portion of the Main 
Street storefront wraps around the southern corner of the facade, 
while beyond this are three fu l l -s ized segmentally-arched windows. 
There is a single half-window at basement leve l . Above the f i r s t 
story, the east elevation is distinguished by a s l ight ly more 
elaborate fenestration pattern. The four second- and third-story 
segmentally-arched windows are recessed within two-story brick 
segmental arched piers. A two-story iron f i r e escape runs at an 
angle along the facade. The cornice on the east elevation is also 
s l ight ly more elaborate than that on the Main Street facade; paired 
brackets are located on each of the four piers. A pair of brick 
chimneys rise above the roof - l ine. 

The sloping ground on the west side of the building makes the 
basement story asymmetrical on this rear or west elevation. Reading 
from the east, the f i r s t story consists of a segmentally-arched 
window, a narrow, segmentally-arched doorway, a square entrance, a 
second segmentally-arched window, and a small window to the west of 
the doorways. The upper levels are more regular, with f ive 
symmetrically-arranged segmentally-arched windows at the f i r s t , 
second and th i rd levels. The cornice duplicates that on the south 
facade. 



8. S ign i f icance Sutton Block, Peabody, MA 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_ X 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration settlement 
Industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1859 Bui lder /Arch i tect unknown 

s ta temen t of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Sutton Block retains integr i ty of locat ion, design, sett ing, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. Erected in 1859, 
the building has historical associations with Ebenezer Sutton, a 
leading nineteenth-century indust r ia l is t in the woolen industry. 
Bui l t by Sutton along a residential section of Main Street, this 
commercial block foreshadowed the later nineteenth-century expansion 
of Peabody's commercial center. The Sutton Block is architecturally 
signif icant as Peabody's only Italianate commercial block. Thus, 
the Sutton Block meets c r i te r ia A and C for l i s t i ng on the National 
Register of Historic Places, with significance at the local leve l . 

Born in 1803, Ebenezer Sutton was the son of William Sutton, a 
Peabody wool manufacturer who served as a State Representative and 
the f i r s t president of the South Danvers Bank. When William Sutton 
died in 1832, his woolen factories in South Danvers (now Peabody) 
and in North Andover were inherited by Ebenezer Sutton and his 
brother General William Sutton. Four years la ter , Ebenezer bought 
his brother's interest in the North Andover woolen m i l l s . Sutton 
appears to have made an astute decision, and to have operated the 
mil ls successfully, for in 1851 he was l is ted in Rich Men of 
Massachusetts with a fortune worth $500,000. Besides his business 
interests, Sutton was a Colonel in the Essex Regiment and a director 
of the Eastern Railroad. Sutton died in 1864. Sutton's influence 
in Peabody continued after his death, for in 1866 his wife Eliza 
Sutton donated the Eben Dale Sutton Reference Library, located 
within the Peabody Inst i tu te , as a memorial to her son. 

In the mid-nineteenth century, the Main Street of South Danvers was 
almost completely resident ial . Ebenezer Sutton himself had bu i l t 
his residence at 55-59 Main Street in 1854. (This large brick 
Italianate estate s t i l l stands, although i t is obscured by a 
twentieth-century commercial addition.) The Sutton Block, bu i l t 
only f ive years la ter , was one of the earl iest commercial buildings 
constructed along Main Street, and one of only a few s t r i c t l y 
commercial buildings bu i l t along the street in the la t te r half of 
the nineteenth century. In the same period, a number of stores were 
also opened on the ground f loor of buildings that had previously 
been single-family residences (for example, the John Upton House at 
60 Main Street). S t i l l , Main Street remained primarily residential 
through the 1910s. By that time, commercial uses extended between 
the corner of Park Street on one side, and the corner of Wallis 
Street, the location of the Sutton Block, on the other side. 

(Continued) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated propertyl ess t h a n 1 a c r e - - 2 1 1 6 s q u a r e f e e t 
Quadrangle name Sa l em 
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Quadrangle scale 1:25,OOQ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification jhe property nominated includes the ent i re l o t of the 
Sutton Block, 76-78 Main S t ree t , Peabody, bounded as fo l lows: north by Wallis St reet , east 
by Wall is Street , south by Main St reet , west by property of Frederick M. Warner. See the 
enclosed assessors map. 
List al l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By Julie P. Johnson^ Intern 
Peabody Historical Commission 
Community Development Dept., Peabody name/title ^ary Kate Sampson wi th 

organization Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission date May, 1984 

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (6171 727-8470 

city or town 
Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature V^XUP ^ SAMO^ 

date 

For NPS use only 
I heret^y certify that this property is Included In the National Register 

Entered in tbm date 

leeper of the National Register 

Attest: 

National Register 

date 

Chief of Registration 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311 
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With the exception of the ground floor storefront and the 
replacement of the original hipped roof, the Sutton Block retains 
i t s original exterior appearance with brownstone tr im and an 
elaborate bracketed wood cornice. The building is important in 
Peabody's architectural history because i t is the only commercial 
Italianate building in the c i t y . In addit ion, i t is signif icant 
because i t was newly bu i l t for commercial use rather than converted 
from an older residential bui lding, as were many of Peabody's 
commercial buildings of the period. 

The Sutton Block or ig inal ly housed commercial space on the f i r s t two 
levels. The earl iest tenants of the building are not known. During 
the 1880s and 1890s, the ground-floor store was occupied by N. W. 
Edison, sel l ing "groceries and provisions." Mayhew S. Clark and 
Edward Giddings, local carpenters, were the building's owners in 
1897. In 1907, Thomas O'Shea, a leading leather manufacturer and 
the largest property owner in Peabody in the late-nineteenth and 
early-twentieth century, purchased the building. The ground^floor 
tenant at this time was M. 0'Keefe, a grocer, whose business 
remained in the building unt i l the late 1920s. Though the building 
was vacant in the 1930s, the commercial space has been continuously 
occupied since the 1940s. The current ground-floor tenant is the 
Peabody Music Box, while one of the owners, Alan J. Karahalis, has 
his law offices on the second f loor . 

The th i rd f loor of the Sutton Block was bu i l t as a meeting ha l l . 
Sutton Hall has important associations with the development of 
several of Peabody's social , religious and civ ic organizations. The 
room served as the town's principal dance hall during the nineteenth 
century. In addit ion, the hall served as a meeting place for the 
Knights of Pythias from 1890 to 1918, the Jewish Folk School and the 
W. P. A. of f ice in the 1940s, and the Jehovah's Witness Kingdom Hall 
and Peabody Club in the 1950s. The hall is now vacant. 
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May 25, 1984 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
O f f i c e of The Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission: 

The members of the Peabody H i s t o r i c a l Commission have reviewed and 
approved the attached a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r nomination of the Sutton 
Block and the John Upton House, Daniel Dodge House,and E. Upton 
House to the National Register of H i s t o r i c places. 

A f t e r c a r e f u l study and c o n s i d e r a t i o n of these h i s t o r i c commercial 
pr o p e r t i e s by the Peabody H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the a p p l i c a t i o n 
was prepared by the C i t y of Peabody's Community Development Depart­
ment . 

The Commission f e e l s s t r o n g l y t h a t the Sutton Block and the Upton 
and Dodge Houses deserve the r e c o g n i t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n afforded 
by placement on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. We look 
forward to a review by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 

Sincerely, 

cTD. Hi R-lcTtara u. Higg'ins 
Chairman 
PEABODY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

" L E A T H E R C I T Y " O F T H E W O R L D 

J O S E P H B O Y C E . F I R S T T A N N E R I 6 4 2 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

July 18, 1985 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
18th and C Streets NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms: 

Hutch ills, Oliver House, 79 Elm Street, 
Chelsmford, Massachusetts 

Converse Memorial Building, 36 Salem Street, 
Maiden, Massachusetts 

Sutton Block, 76-78 Main Street, 
Peabody, Massachusetts. 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Zimmerman 
Registration Director 

Massachusetts Historical Commission -j |gg5 

SZ/ls 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


