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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received [)£Q 

date entered JAN 3 1935 

historic Schooner E f f i e M. Morrissey 

and or common ' Schooner Emestina, (preferred) 

2. Location 
street & number 

Steamship Wharf N/A 
not for publication 

city, town New Bedford JS/Avlcinlty of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Bristol code 005 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
Jjullding(s) 
structure 
site 

^ object 

Ownersh ip 
X. public 

private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
N / A n process 

being considered 

Status 
X. occupied 

unoccupied 
work In progress 

Access ib le 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 

X educational 
entertainment 
government 
Industrial 
military 

X museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Massachusetts Schooner Emestina Cannission (Corrtncnwealth of I'lassachusetts) 

street & number 13 Centre Street 

city, town New Bedford N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 02740 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. th i ted States Coast Guard, Documentation Office 

Documenation Ntirtjer: 136423 
street & number ^77 Ccsiinercial Street 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
N/A 

has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Schooner Emestina, Wuw Bedford, MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

good ruins _x_ altered N/Amoved date .U/A-
fair unexposed 

Describe the, present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Schooner Emestina, formerly the E f f i e M. Morrissey, is a two-mas. ted wooden sai l ing 
ship now berthed i n i4ew Bedford, Massach\jsetts. The ship, designed by George t f e lv i l l e 
McClain and bioilt i n the James and Tarr Shipyard at Essex, Massachusetts, was launched 
cn February 1, 1894. She is now being restored fo r use as a museum and as a sai l ing 
school vessel. ., 

The schooner measures 106 feet on deck; 152 feet overall (including bcwsprit and main-
boom); and 92 feet at the waterline. She i s 24 feet, 5 inches wide, draws 13 feet, and 
has a gross tonnage of 120 tons. 

When she was b u i l t , theEttiestinasmain and forerrasts were 76 and 74 feet t a l l respectively 
and she carried two topmasts. Her main boom and main gaff were 68 and 35 feet long, and 
she carried approximately 8,500 square feet of s a i l . Since 1982, the schooner's masts 
have been short, about 60 feet t a l l . New and t a l l e r mast tinbers have been purchased fo r 
the vessel. The masts and topmasts w i l l be instal led and the ship's or iginal fisherman 
r i g restored. 

The Emestina was constructed i n the t radi t ional plank cn fraine style. She is made of 
^ i t e oak and yellow pine with treenail pegged fastenings. Prior to World War I I , her 
h u l l was painted black, b;jt during the war, \jhen. the 3±.ocner was commissioned for the '{ 
U.S. Navy, the entire ship, from mastheads to deck stnictrures to h u l l , was painted 
tattleship gray. In 1948, however, she was retumed to her or iginal coloration. 

Throughout most of her career (excluding the World War I I years) the schooner's bulwarks 
and deck structures have been painted a conbination of -fchite and gray. When delivered 
to the United States i n 1982 the ship's deck structures were painted yellow and green; 
these colors have since been replaced with vdiite and gray. 

The Ernes t ina ' s exterior and in te r io r are basically unaltered frcm their or iginal state. 
The ship carries the 1891 ircn Stoddart \^eel that was instal led i n 1894. The schooner's 
or iginal deck fiimiture, hatches (main cabin and two f i s h hatches) , forecastle, scuttle, 
f i f e r a i l , and hardware remain unaltered. 

In 1948, tvro small deck houses, one forward of the forward f i s h hatch and one cn the 
ship's port side a f t of the forward shrouds, were dropped on deck. These minor 
additions are ranovable and have not affected the essential structure of the ship. 

The in ter ior layout of the Emestina is essentially as i t was vhen the ship was launched. 
The a f t cabin retains i t s or iginal configuration; fisherman-style f in i sh work, including 
a simple bunk layout, w i l l be restored i n the near future. 

The cargo hold has undergone some minor changes. An engine was instal led i n 1927 and 
accomiodations were b u i l t to house the scientists and students \^o accotipanied the 
limes t ma cn her Arct ic voyages. In 1948, vAien the dxLp became a Cape Verdean packet, t±ie 
engine was ranoved and the acccmmodations were taken out to make rocm for the cargo. 
Another engine was instal led i n 1953, but this was removed around 1980; the Emestina cur-
r.entiy has no engine. The ship's sand ballast , instal led i n Cape Verde i n 1982, has 
recently been ranoved and replaced with stone ballast similar to the type f i r s t carried 
by the schooner. 



8. S igni f icance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_x_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

X commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 

. _ engineering 
._x exploration settlement 
.._ ^industry 

invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

X science 
sculpture 
social 
humanitarian 

XL theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1884 Builder^Architect Captaiii William E. Morrisey 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Schooner Emestina possesses integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. As the oldest surviving Grand Banks fishing schooner, one of the only two 
arctic exploration sailing vessels s t i l l afloat (the other is the Bowdoin, built in 1921 and 
now berthed at the Maine Maritime Museum), and the last sailing ship to have brought 
immigrants to America, the Emestina is significant for the important role she has played in 
America's maritime, scientific exploration, social, and naval history. She is significant, 
too, by virtue of her design, workmanship, £ind materials, as the sole surving representative 
of the Fredonia-type Gloucester fishing schooner. The Schooner Ernestina thus meets Criteria 
A and C of theNational Register of Historic Places on the National level. 

For more than 300 years, fishing has played a central role in the economic development of 
Massachusetts. Residents of the coastal towns of Essex County, particularly Gloucester, have 
relied on fish as a both a staple and a trade commodity since the mid 17th century. The 
Grand Banks, off Newfoundland, have long proved to be especially fe r t i l e fishing grounds. For 
the f i r s t 30 years of her existence the nominated schooner, plying the waters of the Grand 
Banks, played a part in sustaining the lives of Gloucester fishermen. 

Originally, christened the Effie M. Morrissey after builder Captain William E. Morrissey's 
daughter, the wooden schooner was launched at the James and Tarr Shipyard of Essex, 
Massachusetts, on February 1, 1884. For the next 30 years, the 106-foot vessel fished the 
Grand Banks for cod, haddock, herring, and mackered, bringing record catches into Gloucester, 
Boston, and ports in Maine and Nova Scotia. 

The Emestina eamed a reputation as a particularly fast and lucky schooner. In 1912, a 
ballad, "The Log of the Record Run," recounted the vessel's notorious fishing trip from 
Portland to Yarmouth. On that voyage, she logged 200 miles in 20 hours, at times reaching 
speeds of 16 knots. During that t r i p , the Ernistina carried her foresail only for the last 
eight hours. 

In the mid 1920's, the heyday of the small fishing schooner drew to a close. Larger vessels 
were practical for fishing. Thus, in 1926, the Ernestina was sold to Captain Bob Bartlett, a 
seasoned explorer of Arctic waters based in New York. Bartlett had skippered Admiral Robert 
Peary's ship, the Roosevelt, on a number of polar expeditions. Over the next 15 years, 
Bartlett took numerous scientists and students to the Arctic, and hundreds of experiments and 
studies were carried out from the schooner's decks, from mapping Greenland and testing ocean 
currents to taking samples of Arctic plant and animal l i f e and documenting Eskimo 
lifestyles. Sponsors for the expeditions included the Smithsonian Institution and the 
American Museum of Natural History, whose collections retain many of the specimens gathered 
by the schooner's crew. In the 1930s, Bartlett and his ship were featured often in newsreels 
and magazine articles. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet) 
• tl 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property N/A 
Quadrangle name New B e d f o r d N o r t h , MA 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and j us t i f i ca t i on 

The nominat ion cons i s t s of the Schooner E m e s t i n a S t r u c t u r e . 

r 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state 
N/A 

code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 
Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, with J u l i a Brotherton, Assistant 

Plannci 

organization 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

t s e t t ^ 

date 

jner Emestina—Commission 
August 1984 

street & number 
294 Washington Street 

telephone 
(617) 727-8470 

city or town B o s t o n state Ma.qsarhi i .qpt- l-.q 

12. s ta te Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

_2C_ national x-state x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National l-iistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer si Ignature V ^ j b l j ^ Q ^ A . IC^QMC^ 

V a l e r i e A. Talmage 
title State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r •u 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 

•'^'ii'^ti ed i n the 

of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311 



NPS Fonn 10-M)&« OMB No. 1024-0018 
0«2) - Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS use only 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

Continuation sheet ^ ^ o ^ ^ Emestina Item number ^ ^ ^ Page 

The forecastle has been somesÂ at altered: the galley ( usually located i n the forecastle 
of fishing schooners) was moved to the forward deck house i n 1948. The present 

forecastle contains eight bunks, l a i d out i n the traditional manner; two btriks were 
removed i n 1980 to make more storage roan i n the forepeak. Restoration plans include 
retuming the galley to i t s original position, replacing the two binks, and restoring 
original f i n i s h work. 

Becaxise changes to the Emestina over time have been largely sijperficial, the ongoing 
preservation work is cosmetic rather than structttral. When ccciplete, the Emestina 
w i l l be restored to her original appearance, 

8. Significance (Continued) 

During World War I I , the Emestina, s t i l l under the ccnmand of Captain Bartlett, served 
as an Arctic supply and survey ship for the United States Navy. She serviced U.S. 
airbases i n the Arctic and conveyed supplies to Allies i n the Soviet port of Murmansk. 

In 1948, after Bartlett's death, the schooner was bought by Henrique Mendes and renamed 
the Emestina. Mendes, a native of 1heiC^\ferde Islands o f f the west coast of Africa, 
began carrying passengers and cargo between the islands and the United States. For 
the next sixteen years, the Emestina brought thousands of Cape Verdean inmigrants to 
the United States and tons of American goods to Cape Verde. By 1965, she was both the 
last and the longest-lived sailing packet covering this route, as well as theonly sailing 
vessel s t i l l bringing initdgrants to America. 

When more modem and swift steam vessels became available for trans Atlantic travel, 
the Emestina's popularity as a long-distance transport declined. The Cape Verdean 
govemment, v^^iich had acquired the Emestina, transferred her to short inter-island 
tirade routes. In 1982, she was o f f i c i a l l y retumed to the United States as a g i f t of 
the people of Cape Verde. The Camonwealth of Massachusetts appointed a five-person 
Schooner Emestina Canmissiorv\Ahich designated New Bedford as the ship's heme port and 
stipulated that she be kept actively sailing as an educational vessel. 

In addition to her historical significance, the Schooner Emestina i s architecturally 
significant as the sole surviving representative of the Fredonia-model schooner. 
Nautical a u t h o r i t y Howard I . Chappelle states that this appellation refers to 
"the general h u l l form of a l l schooners having the same approximate profile -- clipper 
bow, e l l i p t i c a l transcm, deep draft, and fine sharp l i n e s — a s the Schooner Fredonia, 
a swift and stable schooner designed by Edward Burgess i n 1889. . . 

The Conmission plans to f u l l y restore the Emestina to museum-quality condition. The 
ship w i l l also be outfitted to conform with United States Coast Guard regulations i n 
order to operate as a sailing school vessel i n ocean and coastal service. 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Clanification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

im good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

ED ruins 

m i unexposed 

Chedc ona 

unaltered 

HU altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph r. 
• completeness 
• clarity • ^ v ^ 
• alterations/integrity • _ „ i . : -^— _ 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance /̂/7 one paraŝ rapA?̂  

• summary paragraph ,-i 
• completeness 
• clarity . , 
• applicable criteria "> 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource , , 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other , 

. . C ^ i f . ^ - .... 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: ^ . - ' f t • •:fr:5«- • : .» 

national state local . ^ -'ly • -
-^f" • — ." *" " -

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ^ 

title 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

' i 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

























T H E COMMONWEALTH O F M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T 

S T A T E H O U S E • B O S T O N 0 2 1 3 3 

M I C H A E L S . D U K A K I S 
G O V E R N O R 

11 May 1984 RE< 

MichaeflAJ. Connolly 
Massaanusetts. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 wij|hingt/n S t r e e t 

Mass Bos to 

Dear 4 

MASS. HIST. 

o i l y : 

behalf of the people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y those from c o a s t a l and maritime communities, I j o i n 
w i t h the Ernestina Commission and the National Friends of the 
Ernestina i n recommending the Schooner Ernestina f o r i n c l u s i o n i n 
our h i s t o r i c r e g i s t r i e s . 

As you can see 
herewith, the Ernes 
schooner, an A r c t i c 
b r i n g i n g immigrants 
working i n conjunct 
Friends of the Erne 
proper care and u t i 
and the vesel would 
i f a t t h i s j u n c t u r e 
our nation's and ou 

from the b r i e f h i s t o r y which i s enclosed 
t i n a has a r i c h and proud h i s t o r y as a f i s h i n g 
e x p l o r e r , and a t r a n s a t l a n t i c s a i l i n g packet 
t o American shores. The Commonwealth, 

ion w i t h the Ernestina Commission and the 
s t i n a have extensive plans f o r the vessels' 
l i z a t i o n , but these e f f o r t s would be easier 
be assured of i t s proper place i n h i s t o r y 
you would consider her f o r i n c l u s i o n amongst 

r Commonwealth's h i s t o r i c treasures. 

I thank you f o r you co n s i d e r a t i o n and assume t h a t your 
s t a f f w i l l be working w i t h the Commission and the Friends t o 
assure t h a t the appropriate documen|tation and i n f o r m a t i o n i s 
provided. 

Thank you. 

urs, 

I S 



AUG--61984i 

1204 Purchase Street MASS. HiST. COMt̂  ^ . ^ ^ B e d f o r d 
City Hall Annex 

New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N 
(617) 999-2931 

August 1 , 1984 

Ms. Patricia Weslowski 
Historic Preservation Officer 
MASS. HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington St. 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: 

On behalf of the New Bedford Historical Commission, I wish to submit 
to the Massachusetts Historical Commission our collective endorsement 
of the historic schooner Eff ie N. Morrissey, now known as the Schooner 
Ernestina, which is currently being nominated to the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

I sincerely hope that your review and recommendation to the United 
States Department of the Interior w i l l be as enthusiastic and supportive 
as we are here in New Bedford, regarding the Schooner Ernestina project. 

We feel we are fortunate indeed to have the opportunity to work towards 
the restoration of this histor ic vessel with particular ef forts being 
directed towards interpretative demonstrations of her famous past. 

We feel that this vessel represents the heritage of generations and 
should be preserved as a tr ibute to the l imi ts of human perseverance. 

Again we appreciate the opportunity to echo local sentiments and forward 
to you a strong and sincere endorsement of the Schooner Ernestina and 
hope that she may soon be included upon the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Sincerely, 

DAVID A. KENNEDY 
Chairman 

N.B.Historical Commission 

mw 
enclosure 



Mayor Brian J. Lawler 
S/ City Hall, New Bedford, MA 02740 

617/999-2931 

September 10, 1984 7̂  /' 

Ms. V a l e r i e A. Talmage 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Deputy State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage; 

I t i s my pleasure t o w r i t e i n support o f the Schooner 
"Ernestina" and e f f o r t s to include t h i s vessel i n the 
National Register o f H i s t o r i c Places. 

I encourage the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission t o 
nominate the "Ernestina" f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the Na t i o n a l 
Register. 

Thank you f o r a l l o w i n g me the o p p o r t u n i t y to comment on 
t h i s matter. 

Very t r u l y . 

B r i a n J. ti ^ w ^ e r 
Mayor 

BJL/mao 

cc: David A. Kennedy 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Captain Daniel Mooreland 
13 Centre Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 


