FORM B - BUILDING - - L il E Area Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS:-HESTORICAL COMMISSION
294 ¥Washington Street,; -Boston, MA 02108

~ - =

Reading™ = (#9)

. '3 ess 472 Summer Avenue-
-2 —

— \,&.‘7 - —
& /) oric Namemm‘ R’w) H'W&
i > - o

&
.

A e

o Original _ Dwelling

Present Dwelling

:la. .K‘.

rship: FPrivate individual
Private organization

BRE 1T
..:j &

-~
-l

Public
Or;i.ginal owner. S'h“ man ﬁw,

TS
e RS D TDTTON ¢

‘Date late 1840's

- Source Concerning the ng;
% ? .

Style Greek Revival

Architect nla

AJ

Exterior wall fabric Clapb

: - boards
Outbuildings Garage

» Major alteratic.'::ns (with dates)_Ell on

—west,and dormers on saouth

Moved MO - Date

‘.

frc‘:n]on Setting_ Faces south on Summer Avenue

Approx. écreagé 33,825 s.f.

A N ER7Vi ssion on raised mound of land;
betweem gra ite-block embankment
Date NoveREVI3ED980. with posts at drjve

Date__ &/ WTlL: 19/226 0 /4108400

(Staple additional sheets here)




——

A3

R 51 3 Sy e \ ' & » e

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) :
This house displays a Greek Revival variation on the traditional one and

one-half story, Georgian-Federal vernacular house form. It is found in i
only three houses in Reading, one situated so near-by as to suggest their
having been built either in concert, or one having been being used as the
model, probably in the late 1840's. On all, the high-pitched roof ex-
tends to form a veranda, whose roof is supported by four fluted Ionic
columns. The cornice is wide. The front facade is flushboarded. A not-
able detail here is the Greek key motif on the cornmer pilasters. Windows
and doors have fluted architrave surrounds and corner blocks. Tho:gh
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- and how the building relates to the development of the community)
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Stillman Pratt, who owned the house in 1854 went into business
as a shoe manufacturer, employing up to fifty men, who probably worked
at home. After service in the Civil War, he retired from business in
1871 to a farm on Walnut Street. He was a Selectman, and thus a member of
the Board of Overseers of the Poor.

Deacon Stillman E. Parker, who owned the property in 1875, was
educated at Andover Academy, Varren Academy, and Amherst. Like his
predecessor, he was a shoe manufacturer, employing many Reading shoe-
makers, men and women. He,too, gave a good deal of time to public
service. He was a member of the Board of Selectmen, an assessor, and
for twenty-two years served on the School Committee. He was a rep-
resentative to the General Court in 1859.

Leach Park, which this house faces, was originally named Mayall
Park, after its benefactor who lived nearby in a house now demolished.
He developed a process to produce rubber goods,and built in 1882 a
factory near the railroad. It was purchased by the Reading Rubber
Mills who produced material for the carriage and organ-manufacturing
trade, both active in Reading in 1898,

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

1854 map S. M. Pratt (Stillman)
1875 map S. E. Parker (Stillman)

Pitkin, Vignettes, p. 43
Eaton, Memorial Volume, p. 168

WVadlin, Concerning the Past, Chapter LXXX
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Readingz C=-27
Office of the Secretary, Boston

I ) N?m: 472 Summer Ave.

Indicate each item on inventory fomm which is being continued below.
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CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

This oroterty is cirnificent (1) for its role in the node of settlerment

ot the junction of four major roacs; (2) for its conncction wvith two

“U?lic—;lﬁded nen, Stillmen !f. Pratt anc¢ Stillman E, Parker; and (3)

as 2 larvely intact example of the colonnaded-rzorch ty;e of Greek

ﬁQVi”"l arciitecture. It retains intesrity of location, generel

desizn, setting, "Hbel'cls, wvorkmenship, and feelinz, and meets Criteria
n, and .C of the ional Rezister.
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O yes Ono

7. Description
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O excellent [] deteriorated [ unattered O original site
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D fair [:l unexposed
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[J summary paragraph
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8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
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] completeness

[ clarity

[C] applicable criteria

[J justification of areas checked
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[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
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Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
1 Maps

L Photographs
] other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290




