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VIAŜ SACKUSET!̂ -• HisirkieAL c 6 ^ 
294 Was?»ingtbn St ree t , Boston, MA 02108 

— .. . _ 

.\rea Form no. 

C «i7 

o n e 

Reading" 

472 Summer Aveawe-

Name 

Orig ina l Dx^e l l i ng 

Present D w e l l i n g 

rship:QPrivate individual 
Private organization 

Public 

Orig ina l owner 

^TtRIPTION: ' 

Date l a t e 1840 ' s 

• . Source Concerning: the Past 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Archi tec t r^\0L 

Exter ior wal l f a b r i c Clapboard.s, f]n.«;h 
boards • 

Outbuildings Garage 

Major a l te ra t ions (with dates) E l l on 

Moved l/U> Date 

' ^ ' ^ S ^ ^ s s i o n 

Approx. acreage 3 3 . 8 2 5'S.f. ' 

on Setting Faces south on Summer Avenue 

on r a i s ed mound o f land; 

Date N o v e | ; ^ y | g g [ > 9 8 0 . 
betweem gra i t e - b l o c k embankment 
w i t h posts a t d r ive 

Date WA>^ 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This house displays a Greek Revival var ia t ion on the t r a d i t i o n a l one and 
one-half story, Georgian-Federal vernacular house form. I t i s found in 
only three houses i n Reading, one s i tuated so n e a r l y as to suggest their 
having been b u i l t e i ther i n concert, or one having been being used as the 
model, probably i n the late 1840's. On a l l , the high-pitched roof ex­
tends to form a veranda, whose roof i s supported by four f luted Ionic 
columns. Tbe cornice i s wide. Ihe front facade i s flushboarded. A not ­
able d e t a i l here i s the Greek key motif on the corner p i l a s t e r s . Windows 

f and doors have f lu ted architrave surrounds and corner blocks. Though 
* JPftdast Xn, §.Q§Jve. t h i s cottage, displays inventiveness of form and f ine 

HISTORICAL SIGN i n CANĈ  Xexplam^the role oVners played in local or state history 
and liow the building relates to the development of the community) 

S t i l l m a n P r a t t , who ovmed the house i n 1854 went i n t o business 
as a shoe manufacturer, employing up to f i f t y men, who probably v/orked 
at home. A f t e r service i n the C i v i l V/ar, he r e t i r e d f rom business i n 
1871 to a farm on Walnut S t r ee t . He was a Selectman, and thus a member of 
the Board of Overseers of the Poor. 

Deacon S t i l l m a n E. Parker, who ovmed the p roper ty i n 1875, was 
educated at Andover Academy, V/arren Acadatmy, and Amherst. Like h i s 
predecessor, he was a shoe manufacturer , employing many Reading shoe­
makers, men and women. He, too, gave a good deal of time to pub l i c 
se rv ice . He was a member of the Board of Selectmen, an assessor, and -
f o r twenty-two years served on the School Committee. He was a rep­
resen ta t ive to the General Court i n 1859. 

Leach Park, v/hich t h i s house faces , was o r i g i n a l l y named Mayall 
Park, a f t e r i t s benefactor who l i v e d nearby i n a house now demolished. 
He developed a process to produce rubber goods,and b u i l t i n 1882 a 
f a c t o r y near the r a i l r o a d . I t was purchased by the Reading Rubber 
M i l l s who produced ma te r i a l f o r the carr iage and organ-manufacturing 
t rade , both ac t ive i n Reading i n 1898. 

BIBLIOGR.\PHY and/or REFERENCES 

1854 map S. M. P r a t t ( S t i l l m a n ) 
1875 map S. E. Parker ( S t i l l m a n ) 

P i t k i n , Vigne t tes » p . 43 
Eaton, Memorial Volume ̂  p . '168 
V/adlin, Concerning the Past, Chapter LXXX 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ÎSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: 

"lerdin.n; 
Form No: 
C-37 

Property Name: ,̂ ,̂„„̂  • r .i ve . 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

This oro-certy i s - n i f ic£.nt ( l ) f o r i t s ro l e i n the node of s e t t l e r e n t 
s.t the j u n c t i o n o f f o u r ns.jor roacs; (2) f o r i t s connection ' / i t h t'.vo 
oub l i c -n incec nen, S t i l l m a n P r a t t s.nd S t i l l n a n E. Parker; and (3} 
r.s s. l a r g e l y i n t a c t exanple o f the colonnaded-rrorch type o f Greek 
? .evivr l a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t r e t a i n s i n t e ~ r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , ~ener3.1 
design, se t t in r ; , m a t e r i a l s , \.'orkrr.anshio, and f e e l i n " , and neets C r i t e r i a 

, r , rnd C o f the i ratxonal He'Tiister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Form 10-900-* OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number P3ge ^ ^j-^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS ' 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ Date/Signature 

71. Parker, Joseph, House 

76. 

. Date/Signature 

Entered In t h * 

Eeglster 

Attest 

72. Parker, William, House 
National Register -(deeper AX^^^-^'^'^^-'-A^y^-^^~^-iy 

Attest 
Entered In tKo Enterea I n tnO l y ^ / I n > f > 

73. Pierce House National Eegister J^eeper /XA*--^*-^'^-^-^^'^y<'--^-7? ~i\ 

Attest 

74. Pierce Organ Pipe Factory ^"^^^^^^g^^^!^^^ ^eepe^ ^pduL^-^^-^T^y^^y ~Z9 

X . . Attest 
Entered i n t h» 

75. Pratt House National Register J ^ e p e r ? V W t / 

Attest 
Entered i n t l i s Enterea in xng . / y. 

Pratt, Stillman, House Kational BeglBter J^eeper zAdcA^.^^Pyc^ y~/9-i^A 

Attest 

77. Read: ling Municipal Building ^^iona/Reg^stei^^eper / - y ^ . y A ^ ^ / £ < ^ ^ -,-, i ^A 

Attest 
Enterefl Tn tHe 

^^?owef S t a J i i r ^ ^̂ ^̂ "̂  ̂ ""̂  National Register/*^eper X L U . ^ - ^ . u . . z d y ^ 77? -^ / " 

Entered In tKe Attest 
Katlonal Eegistar 

79. Roberts House jpCeeper ^XU^^-'^-^'^.^.tX^y*^^^ 7-f9-t'A 

Attest 

80. Rowhouses at 256-274 Haven ^^^'^^^^^ ^ ^Keeper AAd^A^'-^.^^-^-T^y^^ '>-/9-fsA 

Katlonal Be^ f l t e t ^^^^^^ 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Pratt, Stillman. House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
CH appeal 

Working No. JUN y 4 J984 
Fed. Reg. Date. ^ — _ 
Date Due: 7 " - ^ " ^ A 

Eatered I n th*ction: I -^CCEPT > 
National Register RETURN. 

7 - / ? - < ^ ^ 

.REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CH good 
CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 
altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity , 
CH alterations/integrity - .— 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







PLAT 12 

PLAT 18 

HOPKINS 
ST. 

#C-97 472 Summer Ave. 
nap 19, Lot 29 
1983 Assessors Dap 
1" = 100* 

> \ 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


