
FORM B - BUILDING 

M4.<?.<;4rHll.<;FTT.S HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

SKtiCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical featxires. 
Indicate north. 

C 

Area Form no. 

B 38 

Reading 

ess 10-12 Pierce Stgoefc-

bric Name Pierce Organ Pipe Factorv 

\ Original organ pipe factorv 

• Present organ pipe factorv 

r s h i p : • Private individual 
Private organization Dennlson 

Organ P̂  pe Farfnry 
Public 

Original owner Samuel Pierce 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1852 

Source Genealogical History 

Style Italianate 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric asbestos siding  

Outbuildings barn across the street 

Major alterations (with dates) extensions 

nor th 1854-75. west 1875-89. south 

1889-1950 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 22.291 sq. f t . 

Recorded by Archi tec tura l Preservarir>n Setting Behind Pierce's house, this 
Associates _ . , 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l ractory stretches along Pierce 

Novjafi^|^jjig^>'^°" street. Date 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The or ig ina l factory looked very much l ike the houses of the times gable 
end to the street over heavy granite foundations. The or ig ina l building 
was 8 bays long and had a cupola. The south one-story addition i s not 
seen in the picture of 1894, nor i s the 3-story voicing room at the present 
north end. This i s one of the few remaining indus tr ia l buildings from 
the 19th century in Reading, and the only one continuing i t s or ig ina l use. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

After an apprenticeship to George Badger, a cabinet maker of the town, 
and a s t i n t with organ builders in Boston, Samuel Pierce moved to Reading 
in 1846 and the next year began making metal organ pipes in an e l l of his 
house. This house was at 137/139 Salem Street , on the south side. In 
1852 he opened a factory on Pierce Street . He expanded h i s manufacturing 
business to include the production of various organ parts as well as the 
metal pipes, and was a leader in th is f i e l d , s e l l i n g in the U. S . , B r i t i s h 
provinces, Jamaica, and South America. In 1854 the building comprised 
14,000 square feet of f loor space, and the factory employed 50. 

The close proximity of Pierce's new house and h i s factory continued the 
tradi t ion in this section of Reading of combined workshop-living quarters, 
but elevated to an unprecedented scale . Hie Dennison Company succeeded 
Pierce's ownership. They began the manufacture of e l e c t r i c a l l y powered 
organs, and b u i l t a number of console organs for movie theaters before 
"talkies" appeared. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1854 map drawing on border 
1875 map Organ Pipe Factory 
1889 mao Organ Pine Factory - Pierce 

Eaton, Genealogical History, p. 538 
Eaton, Memorial Volume, pp. 163, 314 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: Form No: 
_ 0 r> 

Property Name: 12-12 Pierce J t . 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

'rl••r•-'r-,-fr^-T 

:ine zs.ccor" i s .orce or '."n ":ipe zs.czory i s .31 " n i f i c r n t (1) f o r i t s r o l s i n 
"'.es.din'-' s. r roc 'nct ion o f or^'s.ns snd cry.sn ni>es; (?) :^or i t s connention 

th nucnenr^-'nl busin-'^ssr^n \sx"j:sl P ierce ; snd (;-) -s t r e best surviving 
s;:r.T.-.le "^sr.f'in;'' s 19 t b - c c r t i i r y i n r ' u s t r i ? . l bu i l r ' . i n r s . I t r e t a ins 
i n t c - ' r i t - - o f l o c r . t i o n , de '^ i 'n , s e t t i n - - , snd. f e c l i n ~ , nnc r.eets 
C r i t e r i n ;" , , snc C o f t'.~.o ^bT.tion-l - e ' / i s t e r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottni 



NPS Fom, 10.900-. OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service •»r«ps u«« only 

Nat iona l Register of H is tor ic Places ^»ved <̂ î (̂ i 
inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ Date/Signature 

71. Parker, Joseph, House 

76, 

77, 

. Date/Signature 

Entered In th'« 

Register 
Attest 

72. Parker, William, House National fieglster -{deeper AAA^j-^-^^^-^-^-A^y^^^y~Z9-ty 

Attest 
Entered In tEs l y . * ^ y 

73. Pierce House National BeglBter ^^pCeeper /̂ [̂Z«>̂ >̂--t.'̂ u.-/-̂ Â ^ - / j r -/, 

Attest 

74. Pierce Organ Pipe Factory ^^t^^^f i^p^^^'^^^ ^ e p e r p ( L j . ^ ^ ^ . . i 7 3 y ^ 7 -Z9 

. ^. Attest 
ii.nterea I n thflr 

75. Pratt House Katlonal Hegister ^ e p e r 2 . ^ u . ^ . A ^ ^ ^ 7 - / f ^ o 

Attest 
Entered In tHs Entered in xne . / ^ 

Pratt, Stillman, House Katlonal Hegister >^eeper AXLLA.^. ^ X ^ y * - ^ ^'^^'^^ 

Attest 

Reading Municipal Building ^^Jo^al^RegT^tePj^eper / ^ . . ^ ^ ^ , ^ / 

Attest 
Tlnterefl I n tHe 

^^?ower Stajjir^ National Register/*^eper rC^CfcA-u.^.^^ 779'i^ 

Entered I n the Attest 
KatioxuLL Begister 

79. Roberts House jflCeeper ^^''-'^'^^''''-^-^^y'^ 7-z9-tA 

Attest 

80. Rowhouses at 256-274 Haven Street^^ pCeeper AAd^c.^^'-^^^-^^T^y^^ 7'/9'^^ 

National Begtster attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Pieroe Organ Pipe Factory (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. , 4J984 

rA^<A Fed. Reg. Date:/yy/^ / ^  
Date Due: y A X ^ ' ^A/AA^A . 

_^^CEPT 7-Z 9 - ^ A Action: 

Entered in the RETURN. 
Hatlonal Hegister REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal LU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

n good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

i m ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness , 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity - • ^ 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

nationai state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed- Date Phone:. 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


