
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

C 95 

Reading 

ess 484 Summer Avewtwr 

r i c Name 

Original d w e l l l n ^ ^ 

Present dwe l l i ng 

sh ip :^Pr iva te individiial 
Private organization 

Public 

location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

- Original owner S t i l l m a n Parker 

T:RIPTION: 

Date c. 1851-54 

Source 1854 map, v i s u a l analys is 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric f lu shboard . clap-
boards, shingles 

Outbui 1 dings }inne> 

Major alterations (with dates) E l l to 

r e a r . Queen Ann&dormer on south 

facade. 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 48.612 sq. f t . 

Associates 
Organization Reading H^•q^or^ra^ 

Commission 
Date N o v e n j ^ y j ^ ^ j r y f l n 

^ ^ z ^ - i i o n Setting Faces south, close to road 

Date <^/P^ 
UTU ' \^l^znozolHiom^ 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This house, l ike i t s neighbor at 472 Summer Avenue, displays a Greek Revival 
var iat ion of a Georgian-Federal vernacular building form - - seen in only 
three houses In Reading (though the house on County Road and West Street 
i s gable-ended). Probably bu i l t in the early 1850's, the high peaked roof 
extends to form a covered veranda; a heavy cornice i s supported by fluted 
Doric columns. Paneled p i las ters edge the flushboarded facade. A pleas-
)ing Greek Revival feature are the triole-hung, 6/6/6 windows with fluted 
architrave surrounds and corner blocks. The same treatment i s given to 
''the sidelighted central door. The f a n c i f u l dormer was added in the Queen 
H^&ft^lt^^^TSNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 

and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Stillman E . Parker was a member of the Bethesda Congregation Church, as 
were members of h is extended family who l ived nearby in the H i l l End 
d i s t r i c t . He was a well-to-do manufacturer of shoes for t h i r t y - f i v e 
years, and a publ ic - sp ir i ted man, serving on the boards of selectmen, 
assessor and overseers of the poor, and for twenty-two years on the 
School Committee. D i s t r i c t 1 School stood nearby, across from his house. 
He had been educated beyond the borders of the town. 

This house and i t s nearby neighbor were b u i l t by b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w ; Parker 's 
second w i f e was a P r a t t , s i s t e r to the ovrntr o f 472 Summer Avenue. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1854 map S. E . Parker (Stil lman) 
1875 map S. E . Parker (Stillman) 
1889 map S. E . Parker (Stil lman) 

Eaton, Memorial Volume, p. 168 

2 (94-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM<ISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccxmuiit/: Form No: 
r" _ 0 c:, 

Property Name: ,̂04 2u~s:.er Ave. 

Indicate each item on inventory foiro which is being continued below. 

Q-n-^TTTA pf.'P E'̂''̂  LU - TIG'"'' 

This r r o c e r t y i s s i ' - n i f i c a n t (1) f o r i t s role i n the r e l i r i o u s dissent 
th a t formed the Bethesda Con-;re": a t i o n a l Church; (2) f o r i t s connection 

;ho« mrj-iufacturer S t i l l m a n E. Farher; and (3) as a 
l3.r""ely i n t a c t exanple o f the colcnnaded-porch t;.>;e o f Greel: Revival 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t r e t a in s inte-'^-rity o f l o c a t i o n , -reneral desi~n, 
s e t t i n - , r . a t e r i a l s , ••;orhm-j-.ship, and fee l in , ' : , and meets C r i t e r i a 
r-nd c of the j '^ational '^e-rister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
CM2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For NPS use only 

received -f f-^f fA 

<teie entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Nichols, James, House 

62. Nichols, Richard, House 

63. Octagon House 

64. Old Hose House 

69, 

70. 

Entered in th> 
National Register 

Entered In tK« 
National Register 

Entered In Ilia 
Katlonal Ro^jistor 

Entered I r ^AA 
Kptyn""^ fieglster 

65. Parser Capt. Nathaniel, S f ^ f / ^ i ^ L ^ t a r 
Red House 

66. Parker House 
(52 Salem St.) 

67. Parker, Joseph, House 

68. Parker, Samuel, House 

Entered in the 
National Register 

Entered In the 
Katlonal £ogister 

Pn+ered In the 
ig^;^igjAl_fivgister 

Parker, Stillman, House Entered In tlia 
National Register 

Parker House 
(316 Haven St.) F.ntered in the 

national Register 

'Keeper 

Attest 

(j*Aeeper 

Attest 

^^veeper 

Attest 

/^fceeper 

Attest 

•j^^epev 
Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

feeper 

Attest 

•j^Keepev 

Attest 

f e e p e r 

Attest 

'̂̂ Keepev 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

7-/9'iW 

{AUl-x^X^y^ ^ 7-

^ 

-^^eepev / ^ A A M - ^ , < . . . . ^ A ^ ^ C ^ 7 

peeper X^lxM^^^-^A^Sy^ 779-i^ 

xAA<^-^--X^y--^ 77 9-kA 

/0<jUj..,^,..^./^y.^ 7-/9-f9 

77f-(y 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Parker, Stillman, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
CH appeal 

CH sample CH request 

Entered I n tha 
Vatlonel Begirster 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due 
Action: 

JUN, 4 1984 

-Z9'S-7 

_RETURN 
_ REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness . ' . - ' - A' 
CH clarity 
CH alterationsAntegrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

nationai state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


