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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This barn, which is part of the architectural ensemble with

the house, is as carefully designed and embellished as the
dwelling. The rectangular shape broken by a cross gable has
3 openings on the first floor -- a double sliding door is
flanked by doors with shouldered architraves. Pilasters
support the bracketed central gable pavil_ion,which is
flush-boarded. Above the hayloft is a scrolled molding.

Two semi-circular windows flank the hayloft. A copper:
weathervane adorns the roof.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

Robert ("Father") Kemp came to Reading in 1853 after his

partner in a boot and shoe business in Boston, John Mansfleld bought
ten acres on Summer Avenue, then sold

half of it to Kemp. He planned to raise apples and chlckens,

while continuing to commute to town on the 8 8-year-old railroad

line. This barn was probably for the horse and carriage, rather

than farm produce.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

1854 map R. Kemp
1875 map Mrs. T. Hawes (Temperance, wife of William)

1889 map Jacob W. Roberts
Wadlin, Concerning the Past, Chapters LXXXIX AND XCIII
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CRITERIA FOR EVALUATICN

The Yermn Barn is siznificant (1) as a product of the 13th century

rezl estate boom on the VYest Sicde, and as the barn of a reailroad

commuter; (2) for its connection with Robert ("Father") Iemp, shoe

manufacturer and choral leader, end with public servants Charles

ané Zatherine Yoward; and (2) s vart of a high-style Italianate

architectural ensemble, with the house on the property. It retains

inte~prity of location, desizn, setting, materials, and workmanship,

and meets Criteria A, 3, and C of the !lational Register.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Kemp Barn (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County
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[ resubmission
[J nomination by person or local government
[J owner objection

Working No. JIN / - }984

Fed. Reg. Date: o2 FD
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Action: _L—ACCEPT . 7-/7:‘4/
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National Register  REJECT

Federal Agency:

[J appeal
Substantive Review: [ sample [Jrequest [J appeal [CJ NR decision
Reviewer’s comments:
Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? - yes CJno
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
[ excellent [ deteriorated (] unaltered [ original site
B good [ ruins [ attered =] moved date
D fair O unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[J summary paragraph
[(J completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[ dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[J summary paragraph

[J completeness

2% clarity

[J applicable criteria

[J justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource

] context .
[ relationship of integrity to significance

[J justification of exception

[J other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

(] Photographs
] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290




