
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA. 02108 

• Area Form no. 

C 157 

Reading 

186 Summer Aveaue• 

"dc Name /<Lfl-^vA.^ K. 

iginal ^axn 

esent ^ a r n 

i p : P r i v a t e individual 
Private organization 

Public 

locat ion m rej.ax.xuii vo iTcaj. St.* 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate nor th . 

Date 

i g i n a l owner Rober t "Fa the r" 
Kemp 

ION: 

c . 1853 

ource Conoernin/7 thP Pa^^ 

i t e c t 

r i o r wa l l f a b r i c Clapboards 

aildings _* 

a l tera t ions (with dates) 

: s l a t e s r e p l a c e d w i t h a s p h a l t . 

Moved Date 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
Eiaarvation ABSociates 

Date 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l 
commis £5 ion 

Dafe _xll& 

Approx. acreage 1.5d& acres 

Sett ing Beh ind house . Ramp t o 

c e n t r a l d o o r . 

(.staple addi t iona l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This ba rn , which i s p a r t o f the a r c h i t e c t u r a l ensemble w i t h 
the house, i s as c a r e f u l l y designed and embell ished as the 
d w e l l i n g . The rec tangu la r shape broken by a cross gable has 
3 openings on the f i r s t f l o o r — a double s l i d i n g door i s 
f l a n k e d by doors w i t h shouldered a r c h i t r a v e s . P i l a s t e r s 
support the bracketed c e n t r a l gable p a v i l l i o n , which i s 
f lu sh -boa rded . Above the h a y l o f t i s a s c r o l l e d mold ing . 
Two semi-<: i rcular windows f l a n k the h a y l o f t . A copper* 
weathervane adorns the r o o f . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
\ and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

I 
Robert ("Father") Kemp came t o Reading i n 1853 a f t e r h i s 

partner i n a boot and shoe business i n Boston, John Mansfield , bought 
ten acres on Siammer Avenue, then sold " 
h a l f of i t t o Kemp. He planned t o r a i s e apples and chickens, 
while continuing t o commute to town on the 8-year-old r a i l r o a d 
l i n e . This barn was probably f o r the horse and carriage, r a t h e r 
than farm produce. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1854 mao R. Kemp 
1875 map Mrs. T. Hawes (Temperance, wife of William) 
188 9 map Jacob W. Roberts 
V/adlin, Concerning the Past, Chapters LXXXIX AND XCIII 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCFMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmnunity: Form No: 

C-157 

Property Name: i r s . iur'.r.-.er /.vs. 

Indicate each item on inventory foxm whidi is being continued below. 

rCA EVALUATICr' 

The ::er,-2 Barn i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) as a croduot o f the 19th centur:./-
r e a l estate boon on the '.''est Side, cjid as the barn o f a r a i l r o a d 
connuter; (2) f o r i t s connection w i t h Robert ("Father") Zemc-, shoe 
nanufac turer and chora l leader , and v.'ith pub l i c servants Charles 
snd Katherine "ov.-ard; and (3) as c a r t o f a h i r h - s t y l e I t a l i a n a t e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l ensenble, v: i th the house on the p roper ty . I t r e ta ins 
i n t e ^ r i t - ^ o f l o c a t i o n , desi~n, s e t t i n r , n a t e r i a l s , and v;or!.:.nanship, 
and neets C r i t e r i a A, 3, and C of the " a t i o n a l R e - i s t e r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Foftn 10-900.1 OMB No. 1024-0018 
0 « ) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior ^ 
National Park Service W K HPS use only 

National Register of Historic P laces ^̂ ^̂ ^ ̂ //A/ 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form dateemered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page /-^f 

Multiple Resource Area dnr-11 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area • / j ,^ / 
State MASSACHUtjETTfj - C a n . ^ /AAhM^--^^<^^ rA^Atr^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/SignatOre 

1. Ace Ar t Company ^ub^tantlre Review j / e e p e r -^-/-rv--

Attest 

, 2. Common Historic District ^ ' « « v i ^ K e e p e r ^ M X L ^ . i ^ T ^ A A f A 

Attest 

3. Harnden-Browne House " • ''••'••lv« Jtayl^Tr J^^^P^^ W / X^.(klyfA l A 'Tf 

4. Haverhill Street Milestone ^ _,^eeper 7iyj^C^^Alky~&''^AiijA ^ / 7i& 

Sa^Bstantive Review 

Attest 

Attest 

5. Kemp Place Entsrea i n tEs " N n ^ p e r /S?<^̂ -̂--<^̂ -̂ fe-----̂ ^ 
National Register 

Attest 

6. Kemp Barn Ent^r-iJ in thg "M^Aeper /XLA^-^^^^-^^^.^ ^M/ff^ 

Attest 

7. Nichols, Jerry, Tavern Eirt^^ea I n tEe A f ^ p e v . O r f < X - < . w ^ > ^ / / f / ^ 
National Regtster . Q ^ ' 

Attest 

j^y- 'S. Reading standpipe TrLHtanti^ BBVIOT jjKeepev Qu^—A^<^iAhuA^L Z^A AS' 

Attest 

l^y.'^ 9. Smith Shoe Shop •' • *^' -i-'Ava Jittv.^^ ,^^<eeper f^PnA^^ylAA^A^lM^J^ t^ ! • f X 

Attest 

^^10. Woburn Street H i s to r i c Substantive Review /^^eeper 
D i s t r i c t 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Kemp Bam (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZl resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CZl owner objection 
CZl appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample CZ request 

JUNJJ984 Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 7 ' - T - ^ A A 7 - ^ 9 - 7 ^ 
Action: U-^fsXT.EPT -? ~ 7 f - i r j A 

'•-ia RETURN Entered 
National Eeglatat REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

ZD good 

ZD fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CZl unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original Crf known) physical appearance 

CZl summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CZ clarity 
CZ alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CZ summary paragraph 
CZ completeness 
CZ clarity 
CZ applicable criteria 
CZ justification of areas checked 
CZ relating significance to the resource 
CZ context 
CZ relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ justification of exception 
CZ other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

[Zl Maps 
CZ Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


