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g ina l d w e l l i n g 
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d w e l l i n g 

p: 1x7 Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

g i n a l owner R o b e r t ( " F a t h e r " ) 
Kemp 

ION: 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

Date 1878 

Source 

S ty le 

Chronicle 

Tudor Revival 

A r c h i t e c t Horace G. W a d l i n 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d s , s t u c c o , 
s h i n g l e s 

Outbuildings 

Second-Empire c a r r i a g e house 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates) m a j o r 

r e m o d e l i n g f r o m Second Empire t o 

Tudor R e v i v a l s t y l e a f t e r 1900 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 21,720 s q . f t . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n Se t t i ng s e t back f r o m s t r e e t b e h i n d 
A s s o c i a t e s 

Organizat ion Re^di-D^- g r a n i t e w a l l , f a c i n g eastv/ard 

Date 
CoriiQi-s^i^j 

November 30, 1980 toward the s t r e e t 

Date ^ /X r f UTH'- l l /3J7O&0/v?0?6o0 

(ntxipln .-idd i r i on.T ! •".hpf̂ t'". hero') 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This west-side house i l l u s t r a t e s how wealthy businessmen who l i k e d a 
p a r t i c u l a r r e s i d e n t i a l area might b u i l d and/or remodel several houses i n 
t h a t neighborhood. The Tudor Revival appearance of the house today i s the 
product of an extensive remodeling t h a t occurred e a r l y i n the 20th century. 
As such, i t evinces a medieval f e e l i n g , v i a strong v e r t i c a l l i n e s , e x t e r i o r 
t i m b e r i n g , dark w a l l c o l o r i n g , and diamond-pane f e n e s t r a t i o n . P r i o r t o the 
remodeling', the house was a Second Empire cottage t h a t had been b u i l t i n 
1878. I t o r i g i n i s the subject of some controversy. The prominent l o c a l 
a r c h i t e c t - h i s t o r i a n Horace G. Wadlin wrote i n Concerning the Past t h a t he 
had provided Kemp w i t h the plans f o r the house, based on measured (con't.) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played i n local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

This house was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1878 f o r Robert ("Father") Kemp, on 
land f o r m e r l y a p a r t of the o l d Temple f a m i l y farmlands t h a t l a y on both . 
sides of Summer Avenue. Kemp was a shoe manufacturer who moved from Boston 
to Reading i n 1853; he b u i l t the I t a l i a n a t e residence a t 186 Summer Avenue 
(form no. C-158), and was a gentleman farmer on h i s acreage t h e r e . He was 
a much-loved town f i g u r e , i n t h a t he founded the amateur s i n g i n g group known 
as "Father Kemp's Old Folks," who toured both i n t h i s country and abroad i n 
the second h a l f of the 19th century. 

Kemp sold 186 Summer Avenue i n 1868 t o a man named Hawes, and moved back t o 
Boston- However, i n 1875 he bought the l o t a t 199 Summer Avenue from M.C. 
Temple. He had t h i s house b u i l t i n 1878, and moved back t o Reading. I n 
July of 1879, Kemp so l d h i s new house t o John Jacbos, a r e a l - e s t a t e broker, 
who re s o l d i t two weeks l a t e r t o Seth Rich, a Boston pawnbroker. Rich 
landscaped the pr o p e r t y , and died i n 1895. His w i f e , M. Grace Rich, c o n t i n ­
ued t o l i v e t here through 1900, but by 1906, the pro p e r t y had been sold t o 
Charles A. L o r i n g . L o r i n g p r e v i o u s l y had l i v e d nearby, a t 211 Summer 
Avenue (form no. C-153 i n the H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l I n v e n t o r y , 
Reading, Massachusetts). Loring was the t r e a s u r e r of the Middlesex East 
A g r i c u l t u r a l A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1899. This o r g a n i z a t i o n operated a g r i c u l t u r a l 
f a i r s and a rac e t r a c k from 1898 t o 1917. The t r a c k was f i r s t f o r horses, 
then f o r automobiles as w e l l . Loring copublished the Reading Memorial Volume 
of 189 4; was a v i c e - p r e s i d e n t of the Reading A n t i q u a r i a n Society; and helped 
form the Meadow Brook Country Club. His house was put i n t o the name of h i s 
w i f e , E l l a L. L o r i n g , before 1910, but Lo r i n g continued t o l i v e t h ere. 

BIBLIOGR-APHY and/or REFERENCES 

1889 map - S. Rich (Seth) 
Chronicle, J u l y 26, 1879; May 8, 1880; Aug, 7, 1980  
Bishop, Rooftrees 
Wadlin, Concerning the Past, Ch."93 
1906 map - Charles Loring 
1900, 1910, 1916, 1949 v a l u a t i o n books 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE- (con't.) 

drawings of a mansard-roofed house i n Swampscott t h a t Kemp admired. (Wadlin 
d i d not admire the house, c a l l i n g i t a "low house of mongrel design.") How­
ever, the Chronicle of 1878 r e f e r r e d t o the house as a "two-story French-
roof cottage designed and b u i l t by W i l l i a m P h i l l i p s , " a l o c a l b u i l d e r . 
I t went on t o say t h a t the e x t e r i o r of the house was pa i n t e d i n the 
"medieval s t y l e . " What t h i s p a i n t scheme must have looked l i k e on a 
c l a s s i c a l l y i n s p i r e d Second Empire composition can only be imagined. The > 
house d e f i n i t e l y was b u i l t w i t h a mansard r o o f , though — p a r t of i t i s 
seen i n a photograph i n the Memorial Volume of 1894. The house probably 
looked a great deal l i k e i t s s t i l l - e x t a n t mansard-roofed c a r r i a g e house. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

This house i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) f o r i t s r o l e i n the 19th-century development 
of Reading's west side as a d e s i r a b l e r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood; (2) f o r 
i t s connection w i t h three notable Readingites — song leader Robert 
("Father") Kemp, a r c h i t e c t Horace G. Wadlin, and businessman Charles A. 
Loring; and (3) f o r i t s unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l metamorphosis from a Second 
Empire cottage t o a Tudor Revival mansion. I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of loc a ­
t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, and f e e l i n g , and meets 
C r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the N a t i o n a l Register. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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